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	10 YEARS LATER:                                  9-11 WILL NEVER BE FORGOTTEN
September 11, 2011
	     1451109


I’m writing this article on the 11th of September, 2011 and I want to add my thoughts, show a few pictures, and state a few facts/statistics about this sad day in American history and the events it caused over the next 10 years.
What were you doing when the terrorists hijacked four commercial airplanes and attacked America on 9/11/2001?  Some events are so terrible that people remember exactly what time, where they were, and what they were doing when it happened.  Time stands still!! Events like the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor and the JFK assassination are two other events that come to mind. I know one thing for sure, most people in Hawaii were sleeping when that first plane flew into the North Tower of the New York’s World Trade Center at 8:46AM (this was 2:46AM in Hawaii).  But, word got around fast even at that time in the morning.  One of my wife’s friends called the house and my wife woke me up and told me to turn on the TV.  I was watching when the second plane flew into the South Tower at 9:03AM.  Then we find out that another plane has crashed into the Pentagon in Washington D.C.  at 9:37AM. At this point, nobody knew how many planes were hijacked and all commercial airplanes were told to land at the nearest available airport.  No planes were to take off.  About this time, we hear that there is a fourth hijacked plane which eventually crashed near Shanksville, Pennsylvania, at 10:03AM.  Thank God there were no more hijacked planes in the sky that day.

That morning I didn’t know whether or not to go to work but at 4:30AM I got into my truck and drove to Fort Shafter.  After I was there for about an hour, we (there were 3 of us in the building) got word that everybody was being told to stay home.  We had a TV at the office and we watched the horror as the Trade Center Towers collapsed and all those people were killed.    
THE JAPANESE ATTACK ON PEARL HARBOR

9-11 has been called "America's second Pearl Harbor," and was even more deadly than the Japanese attack on December 7, 1941 - 2,388 people died in Hawaii that day (1,998 Navy, 233 Army, 109 Marines, and 48 Civilians). The 9-11 attacks caused President George W. Bush's to declare War on terror and sent the United States to war in Iraq and Afghanistan.
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	Pearl Harbor Attack
	USS Arizona Memorial


	Like Pearl Harbor, the 9-11 attacks were surprise attacks without a declaration of war, but unlike the attack that ignited America's entry into World War II, it was not on assault by a nation's armed forces, but one by 19 Muslim men (lead by Mohamed Atta) whose allegiance was to a Middle East terrorist organization called al-Qaeda.
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Mohamed Atta


THE ATTACK ON NEW YORK CITY’S WORLD TRADE CENTER TOWERS
	[image: image6.jpg]



	[image: image7.jpg]



	[image: image8.jpg]





Almost 3,000 people were killed on September 11, 2001, during a coordinated attack on New York City's World Trade Center and the Pentagon.  The attacks left 2,606 people dead in New York City, 125 dead at the Pentagon including 55 military personnel and 246 dead on the four planes the terrorists hijacked for the attack.
THE ATTACK ON THE PENTAGON AND THE CRASH NEAR SHANKSVILLE, PA 
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Two of hijacked jetliners that were heavily laden with aviation fuel struck the Twin Towers and a third was flown into the Pentagon. The fourth, United Airlines Flight 93, crashed in a Pennsylvania field near Shanksville, after heroic passengers attempted to regain control of the plane, which officials believe was targeted to strike either the U.S. Capitol Building or the White House.

THE AFTERMATH OF THE WORLD TRADE CENTER TOWERS COLLAPSE
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The victims included 1,355 people in the North Tower, who were trapped or died of smoke inhalation above the point of impact; fell or jumped to escape smoke and flames; or were killed when the building collapsed after being struck by American Airline Flight 11 at 8:46 a.m. (Eastern Time). Another 107 people below the point of impact died. 

Some 630 people died in the South Tower after it was struck by United Airlines Flight 175 at 9:03 a.m. The smaller number of casualties has been attributed to one stairway that remained intact allowing 18 people to escape from above the point of impact and the decision by many South Tower workers to evacuate after the North Tower was struck.
FIREFIGHTERS, POLICE, AND EMERGENCY PERSONNEL WERE ALSO KILLED
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In addition, 411 firefighters, police officers and emergency services personnel who responded to the scene died as they tried to rescue people and fight fires. The City of New York Fire Department lost 341 firefighters and 2 paramedics, the New York City Police Department lost 23 officers, the Port Authority Police Department lost 37 officers, and eight emergency medical technicians and paramedics from private emergency medical service units also were killed.  The remains of only 1,600 of the World Trade Center victims have been positively identified. 
MID-EAST MUSLIMS REACTION TO 9-11 ATTACKS
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	All this terror and hardship in the United States of America during and after the 9-11 attacks was a good reason to celebrate for thousands of Muslins in the Mid-east countries.

We have got to stop giving these people all of our money for oil. 


THE ECONOMIC DAMAGE

The 9-11 attacks inflicted significant economic damage on lower Manhattan and the U.S. economy. New York stock exchanges were closed until September 17. Reopening, the Dow Jones Industrial Average nosedived, dropping 684 points, the largest one-week point drop in its history. U.S. stocks lost an estimated $1.74 trillion in value during the week. New York City lost some $2.8 billion in wages in the three months following the attacks, mainly in the export sector. The city's GDP fell an estimated $27.3 billion in the next three months. 
More than 18,000 small businesses located in Lower Manhattan near the World Trade Center were either destroyed or displaced by the attacks and 31.9 million square feet of Lower Manhattan office space was damaged or destroyed.

The collapse of the Twin Towers released thousands of tons of toxic debris into the air containing more than 2,500 contaminants, many of them known carcinogens. Several deaths have been linked to inhalation of toxic dust and the names of these victims will be added to the list of casualties inscribed on the World Trade Center Memorial, which was formally dedicated Saturday, 11 September 2011.
THE U.S. MILITARY GOES TO WAR IN AFGHANISTAN AND IRAQ
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	In 2004, al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden, who had originally denied involvement, took responsibility for the attacks. Bin Laden was killed by U.S. elite forces in May 2011 while hiding in a compound in Abbottabad, Pakistan.
I praise both George W. Bush and President Obama for continuing the hunt for bin Laden.  Terrorists need to know that if they attack America, they are going to die.


The attacks, the object of extensive media coverage, sparked widespread fear and outrage throughout the United States and the world, and led to then-President George W. Bush declaring a "War on Terror." The United States and British forces launched retaliatory attacks on Afghanistan on October 7, 2001, after the country's Taliban government refused U.S. demands to surrender terrorists training within the country. That operation was followed by the invasion of Iraq in March 2003 after the governments of the United States and Great Britain asserted Iraq was developing weapons of mass destruction that threatened their security and those of their European and regional allies. Some government officials also accused Iraqi President Saddam Hussein of harboring and supporting al-Qaeda terrorists. I strongly support the invasion of Iraq because sooner or later the U.S. was going to have to deal with an “out-of-control” Saddam Hussein. This was a good time!
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	Operation Iraqi Freedom, as the military action was called, resulted in Hussein's fall. He was later hanged after being found guilty of crimes against the Iraqi people.


The United States withdrew its last combat brigades from Iraq in August 2010; coalition forces are still engaged in combat in Afghanistan. Some 5,029 coalition forces died during the Second Iraq War, including 4,792 Americans and 179 British forces. Total Iraqi dead are estimated at 60,000.  In Afghanistan, coalition deaths in Operation Enduring Freedom number 2,702, among them 1,760 Americans. It is estimated that over 100,000 soldiers, sailors, and marines have been wounded in these wars.  The mental damage and the personal problems caused by the wars cannot even be estimated.
THE 9-11 GROUND ZERO MEMORIAL DEDICATION ON 9-11-2011 
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The 9-11 Memorial at Ground Zero in New York City opened to the public Monday morning, a day after its official dedication on the 10th anniversary of the attacks.  Visitors were allowed into the 9-11 Memorial Plaza (center picture above) starting at 10 a.m. Monday, under tight security. The memorial consists of two reflecting pools, where the World Trade Center's twin towers stood, ringed by bronze panels engraved with the names of the nearly 3,000 people who died in the terrorist attacks in New York, at the Pentagon and in Pennsylvania on September 11, 2001.
One World Trade Center or Freedom Tower as most people call it (pictured above on the right) is the lead building of the new World Trade Center complex in Lower Manhattan. The tower will be located in the northwest corner of the World Trade Center site. Upon its completion in 2013, the One World Trade Center will be the tallest building in the United States and one of the tallest in the world, standing at a symbolic height of 1,776 feet (541.3 m) in reference to the year of American independence. Along with One World Trade Center, the new World Trade Center site will feature three other high-rise office buildings along Greenwich Street and the National September 11 Memorial & Museum. The construction is part of an effort to memorialize and rebuild after the original World Trade Center complex was destroyed during the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.
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	America will never ever forget what happened on 9-11-2001.
God Bless America!!


                                                     bigdrifter44@gmail.com
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