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What thoughts come to mind when you think about Africa? When I was young, it was wild animals and the jungle. I can still visualize Tarzan swinging through the jungle on a tree vine. Elephants, rhinoceroses, lions, zebras, apes and monkeys were everywhere. Now, when I think about Africa, I see people dying of AIDS, Civil Wars, droughts, people starving to death, and poachers killing all the animals. Well, I decided it was time to learn more about the 54 countries that make up Africa and see if there is anything that can be done to help this troubled continent.
I keep hearing about all of the problems they are having in sub-Saharan Africa.  Where is sub-Saharan Africa?  It is the area below or South of the Sahara Desert or those countries of the African continent that are not considered part of North Africa plus the six island nations.  Generally, sub-Saharan Africa is the poorest region in the world, still suffering from the legacies of colonial conquest and occupation, neocolonialism, inter-ethnic conflict, and political strife. The region contains many of the least developed countries in the world.
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	██ Northern Africa
██ Western Africa
██ Middle Africa
██ Eastern Africa
██ Southern Africa



               Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sub-Saharan_Africa 
Here are several facts about Africa that will give you a “statistical snapshot” of the continent.
	Percent of World's total landmass: 20%
Largest country: Sudan, 967,493 sq. miles 
Population: 900 million, 14% of World total
Percent of population under age 25: 71%
Most populous city: Lagos, Nigeria, with 16.9 million
Most populous nation: Nigeria, with 131 million
Number of refugees: 15 million
Number of languages spoken: Over 2,000
Number of Muslims: 358 million
Number of Christians: 410 million
Number of democratic governments: 19 of the 54 nations
Percent of population dependent on agriculture for a living: 66%
Average income: 50% of Africans live on less than $1 a day
Richest nation: Mauritius, with per capita GDP of $12,800
Poorest nations: Burundi, Malawi, Sierra Leone, Somalia - all under $600
Number of heavily indebted poor countries: 32

Percent of population with improved drinking water:
    Sub-Saharan Africa -  82% urban      45% rural
    North Africa -              96% urban      84% rural
Number of firearms in sub-Saharan Africa: 30 million
Infant mortality rates:                          Average life expectancy:
    102 of 1000 in sub-Saharan                   46 in sub-Saharan 
    33 of 1000 in North Africa                     67 in North Africa
Most common cause of death: AIDS
Most literate country: Seychelles, with 92%
Least literate country: Burkina Faso, with 12.8%


No less than 28 sub-Saharan African states have been at war since 1980.  There have recently been numerous civil wars and conflicts in Africa, some of which are still going on, including the one in Angola, which has seen an estimated 500,000 people killed since 1989 and an estimated 3 million refugees. It is also being torn apart due to resources such as diamonds and offshore oil, with various factions fighting for these prizes.  The following countries are currently in a Civil War, involved in the war in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), or experiencing some kind of conflict:
	Algeria

Burundi

Congo

The Democratic Republic of Congo

Cote d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast)

Eritrea 

Ethiopia

Liberia
	Nigeria

Rwanda

Sierra Leone

Somalia

Sudan

Uganda

Zimbabwe


The conflict in the Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly known as Zaire) has involved seven nations.  Since the outbreak of fighting in August 1998, at least 3.3 million people, mostly women, children and the elderly, have died because of the conflict, most from disease and starvation.  More than 2.25 million people have been driven from their homes. 
During the horrific genocide in Rwanda in 1994, the Rwandan media played a major part in supporting, or creating an atmosphere to sanction the terrible human suffering that ensued. This partially explains why the international community was aware of what was going on yet ignored it during the systematic killings.  At least half a million people perished in the Rwandan genocide.   
There were 30 years of war and conflict as Eritrea attempted to gain independence from Ethiopia before it happened in April 1993.  For a while, the two nations seemed to get along fairly well. However, relations deteriorated into war a couple of years after Eritrea introduced its own currency in 1997. War again resulted over a minor border dispute in May 1998.  This war lasted about two years and resulted in 100,000 deaths and millions of dollars diverted from much needed development into military activities and weapons procurements.  Currently, Somalia and Ethiopia are on the verge of war.  Islamic fighters captured the Somalia capital of Mogadishu and have vowed to wage “jihadi war” against Ethiopia.
Sierra Leone has seen serious and grotesque human rights violations since 1991 when the civil war erupted. According to Human Rights Watch, approximately 200,000 people have been killed to date, with over one million people having been displaced.  The rebel force, the Revolutionary United Front, (RUF) has called the various governments corrupt and accused them of mismanagement of diamond and mineral resources.  But, it was the RUF who really turned out to be the bad guys.  The RUF made extensive use of child soldiers, using horrific methods to numb their new recruits to barbarity. Thousands of abducted boys and girls were forced to serve as soldiers or as prostitutes, and those chosen to be fighters were sometimes forced to murder their own parents.  Guerillas frequently carved the initials "RUF" on their chests, and officers reportedly rubbed cocaine into open cuts on their troops to make them manic and fearless. For entertainment, some soldiers would bet on the sex of an unborn baby and then slice open a woman's womb to determine the winner. The RUF was notorious for amputating the limbs of those victims it did not murder, particularly children. Brandishing machetes, RUF troops amputated the hands, arms, and legs of tens of thousands of Sierra Leone citizens. The RUF indicated that the reason for these actions was that amputees could no longer grow rice, which might be used to support government troops. 

It doesn’t get any worse than this! 
As you can see, there have been several million people slaughtered and several million more driven from their homes in Africa from numerous conflicts and civil wars. If this scale of destruction and fighting was in Europe,  people would be calling it World War III with the entire world rushing to report, provide aid, mediate and otherwise try to diffuse the situation.  But this genocide is occurring today in sub-Saharan Africa and nobody seems to care.
Source – Conflicts in Africa http://www.globalissues.org/Geopolitics/Africa
            (See Part II of Africa – A Troubled Continent next week)

                       bigdrifter44@gmail.com
