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Yes, America has a few problems right now but don’t forget, “America is still the greatest country on earth.” 
Most of the problems we do have in America could be fixed if we only had the right leadership in Washington D.C. with enough guts to do the right things.  So, in this column, I’m going to vent about most everything I don’t like and tell you how I would fix things if I was running the country.  There are a lot of things going on in past few years that I don’t like and they are bringing our great country down to a level I have not seen in my lifetime (and that is a long time).  It is time for the “silent” majority of us citizens to stand up and do something about all of the crap that’s going on.
The biggest thing wrong with America is GREED, GREED, more GREED, and the collective STUPIDITY of our leaders – that includes both Democrats and Republicans. 
We have too many greedy politicians who are more interested in filling their own pockets with “greenbacks” and getting re-elected than doing what’s right for our country. Meanwhile, their “out of control” spending has caused the U.S. National Debt and the budget deficit to skyrocket to unheard of levels. 
Next, we have the greedy bankers and mortgage brokers, who in their quest to make a large profit, let almost anybody get a big loan to buy a big expensive house.  Then all of a sudden the housing bubble burst and the value of people’s homes started going down and their variable interest rates started going up and these people could no longer make their monthly mortgage payments. All this caused the massive number of home foreclosures that we are seeing today and in the past few years.

Then, we have the general public who think they have to have a big home, multiple cars, designer clothes, belong to the best country clubs, send their kids to the best (most expensive) schools and wine and dine at the best restaurants. We (the general public) save little or no money and have massive credit card balances.  Yes, that pretty much means everybody in America is greedy for that “American Dream” and are deep in debt and this is a formula for financial disaster!!
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MANY OF OUR LARGE CITIES ARE BROKE

Many cities and even some states are broke or about broke and are taking drastic measures to stay afloat, like laying off policeman, fireman, and teachers.  This is not good – our government needs to provide the basic health, welfare, and protection services needed for its citizens.  For example, have you been to Detroit lately?  Don’t go!! The city is run down and everybody that could leave has gone elsewhere.  The city has gone from a population of about one million to about 700,000 in the past 10 years.  The crime rate is very high and many buildings are unoccupied.  It is a mess!  What would I do to fix Detroit?  First of all, I would get some new blood in the city government – they have had a democratic mayor and government in place since 1962 and the city has been grossly mismanaged. The culture of poor unemployed citizens needs to be reversed.   The current mayor is Dave Bing who was a good basketball player but he is not having much luck as mayor.  
Okay, let’s look at a few other things that need fixing in America.

THE NATIONAL DEBT

The moment I looked, the U.S. National Debt was $14,701,684,250,173 Dollars. (You can see the U.S. Debt in "real time" at this website: http://www.usdebtclock.org/)  That is $14.7 trillion dollars for you non-finance majors.  That is a lot of money!! If you were alive 2011 years ago and you started spending one million dollars every single day since Christ was born, you still would not have spent one trillion dollars by now. Not even close. That is how much one trillion dollars is! The United States public debt is the money borrowed by the federal government through the issue of securities by the Treasury and other federal government agencies. The public debt increases or decreases as a result of the annual budget deficit or surplus. The federal government budget deficit or surplus is the cash difference between government receipts and its spending.  Our Government has been spending a heck of a lot more money than it takes in for many years.

As the world watches in horror as the financial nightmares in Greece, Spain and Portugal unfold, most Americans are oblivious to the fact that we have big financial problems right here in the United States as well.  The truth is that the United States is not "the richest nation in the world" anymore.  What the United States actually has become is the biggest debtor nation in the history of the planet.  In our lust for the "good life" and "the American Dream", we have spent ourselves into a financial black hole from which there may be no escape.  U.S. government spending has been wildly out of control for decades, but over recent years, Obama, Pelosi, Reid and their cohorts have taken things to an entirely new level.  Certainly it cannot be denied that the Bush administration badly mismanaged America's national finances, but yearly budget deficits during his administration were nothing compared to what is happening under Obama. In 8 years under George W. Bush, the debt went from 5.7 trillion to 10.7 trillion dollars.  Obama's wild spending has added 4 trillion dollars to the national debt in only 3 years.
Now, why in the world would American voters think that U.S. government spending is out of hand? Could it be the $2.6 million tax dollars that was spent to study the drinking habits of Chinese prostitutes? Could it be the $400,000 tax dollars the U.S. government paid researchers to cruise six bars in Buenos Aires, Argentina to find out why gay men engage in risky sexual behavior when drunk?  Could it be the $10,000 dollar toilets for the Capital Building? In the newspaper today, there was an article saying the government has paid over $600 million dollars to “dead” federal employees. The examples could go on and on. When it comes to wasting money, nobody does it better than the U.S. government.

Hey, the drinking habits of Chinese prostitutes seems pretty important to me!! But, as you know, the government is spending a lot of money on things they should not be and if I was running the country, I would put a stop to this immediately.  The Government would have to live on a fixed budget just like the rest of us citizens should be doing. That means - "You can't spend more money than you actually have!!" Our Federal and State Governments are too big and are paying for many organizations, projects, and people that are not needed.  I would also make it easier to fire “worthless” government employees. 
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THE TRADE DEFICIT

Speaking of China - Now days, it seems like everything is made in China. Doesn't the U.S. make anything anymore?  No wonder so many of our factories have closed down and are sitting vacant.  No wonder our unemployment rate is so high.  Have you ever tried to get through one day without using a product from China?  It is almost impossible unless you stayed in bed all day and even then your bed, mattress, pillows, sheets, and blankets probably were made in China. Your coffee maker, coffee cup, toaster, most of your clothes, your computer and mouse, and your smart phone are all probably made in China. Forget it - it is impossible to not use products from China.  

I will tell you one thing - I will not eat anything or feed anything made in China to my dog and I will not give any toys made in China to my grandkids or my dog. Remember the rash of problems last year associated with Chinese imports? Some 21 million Chinese toys have been recalled because of lead contamination and other safety hazards, while tainted pet food caused widespread illness (and death) among cats and dogs. 

Importing all this stuff from China and other countries just adds to the Trade Deficit which in 2010 was about $498 billion. The U.S. exported $1.8 trillion and imported $2.3 trillion in total goods and services resulting in this trade deficit amount. I'm not an economic genius but I do know that it is not good to import more than you export. If I was running the country, I would add a tariff to all imports to make up for that country's cheap labor and encourage U.S. business people to re-open the factories and work towards exporting more goods than we import.  I would campaign for everybody in the World to buy "Made in America" products. I firmly believe that our stuff is better than their stuff!!
THE PRICE OF OIL AND GASOLINE
We (especially us people living in Hawaii) are paying too much for a gallon of gasoline. I filled up my pickup truck this morning and it cost me $55 dollars ($4.24 a gallon).  I can remember when gasoline was 25 cents a gallon!  Those Arabs in Saudi Arabia and other Middle East countries are getting filthy rich off of us poor working people in the United States. The cost of gasoline, jet fuel, heating oil and other petroleum products that come from crude oil has skyrocketed in recent years.  (See chart next to picture below)  A barrel of crude oil in 2011 costs about $100 and is projected to cost $110 a barrel in 2012.  This means $5 a gallon gas for us Hawaii drivers.
Did you know that the U.S. uses (burns) 21 million barrels of oil a day? The U.S. imports 60% (12.5 million barrels) of this total with 40% of that (8.5 million barrels) coming from OPEC. Did you know that the U.S. is paying over $800 billion dollars a year of your hard earned tax dollars to the Mid-east (OPEC) countries (mostly Saudi Arabia) where much of this money gets filtered down to the Muslim terrorists so they can plan and execute attacks to kill us all? It is no coincidence that Saudi Arabia who has the world's largest oil reserves and who receives billions of dollars from oil exports is the world’s strongest supporter for radical Islam terrorists groups like Al-Qaeda.  Don’t ever forget that 15 out of the 19 terrorists who attacked America on 9-11 were from Saudi Arabia.  I can promise you that no country in that area is our friend with the possible exception of Israel.
 MAP of Mid-East Oil Countries (OPEC)
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	Cost of a Barrel of Crude Oil

1960 - $3

1975 - $5

1990 - $20

2000 - $25

2005 - $50

2011 - $100

2012 - $110




If I was running the country, I would put in place a seven year plan to stop buying our oil from OPEC.  I mean - don't give them "rag heads" another cent! We have the technology now to produce electric, natural gas, and hydrogen powered cars and trucks. Based on the statistics above, the U.S. produces approximately 40% of the required crude oil we need. If we stopped using so much gas in our cars and trucks, we would have plenty of oil to keep this country going for many years to come.  Don't forget - we (the U.S.) have the greatest inventive minds in the world and we should be able to corner the market on new energy sources.  
IRAQ AND AFGHANISTAN WARS
If I was running the country, the United States would have been out of Afghanistan and Iraq a long time ago.  History has shown that long occupations never turn out good. No matter how long we stay in these countries, we are not going to change a culture that has been around for a lot longer than ours.  I think the best way to fight the terrorists is with pin-point air strikes and commando raids like the one with the Navy Seals that recently got Bin Laden. The cost of these wars is out-of-sight – estimated to be over $1.3 trillion ($795 billion in Iraq and $455 billion in Afghanistan).  We need to give our over-extended and over-stressed military a much needed and deserved break from fighting these wars.    
CREDIT CARDS

Credit card debt is keeping almost everybody broke.  Now days, most people don't even carry any money and use their credit cards to buy everything.  Then when the monthly bill comes, they discover they spent way more than they thought they did and they can't pay the entire credit card balance.  That is what all credit card companies are counting on because this is when the 12 to 20 percent interest kicks in and how these companies make their profits.  Here are some interesting facts:

• U.S. consumers carry more than 610 million credit cards. That is 3.5 cards per person.

• The average credit card debt for a family with credit cards is about $16,000. 

• The average interest on unpaid balances is 13.2 percent. 

• Total U.S. revolving debt (98 percent of which is made up of credit card debt) is about $800 billion dollars. 

• Total U.S. consumer debt is about $2.5 trillion dollars.

No wonder most Americans have no money in the bank. They are buying too many things using their credit cards and end up giving away even more money to the credit card companies for interest and penalties. 
If I was running the country, I would set a maximum interest rate of 6 percent that credit card companies could charge and eliminate all penalty fees and other charges that these companies are charging people.  Next, if the total balance of all the credit cards a person has reaches $10,000, then that person's credit cards would all be frozen until the entire balance is paid off.  Some people really need help to save themselves from themselves.  I think we are much better off buying things with cash.
FOREIGN AID

Why in the world is the U.S. giving away $55 billion dollars in foreign aid every year?  Our economy is in the tank, our cities are falling apart, our highways, roads, and bridges needs fixing, poor people in the U.S. are starving to death, and here we are giving money away!! 
Who is getting all this money?  Here are the facts: The top ten recipients of U.S. aid, both military and economic, in fiscal 2010 are: Afghanistan: $4.1 billion; Israel: $2.8 billion; Pakistan: $1.8 billion; Haiti: $1.8 billion; Egypt: $1.6 billion; Iraq: $1.1 billion; Jordan: $843 million; Mexico: $758 million; Kenya: $688 million; and Nigeria: $615 million.

Much of this money is given to these countries (like Israel and Egypt) to buy weapons so that they can protect themselves – mostly from fighting each other. Our government says this money is given for economic growth, global health, conflict prevention, disaster relief and humanitarian assistance. 

If I was running the country, I would immediately do away with foreign aid entirely. Why is it always up to the U.S. to help all these other countries?  When a disaster happens like the earthquake and tsunami in Japan, the U.S. will always be the first to provide assistance. That is a given since America is a generous and caring nation but that is different from just giving away large sums of money (for who knows what?) every year to countries that don’t even like us. Have you ever seen or heard of one of those rich Mid-East (OPEC) Muslim countries rushing to the aid of another nation in need?  I have not!!
ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION

Why does the U.S. Government and states like California keep financing illegal immigrants?  California is in big financial trouble and these illegal immigrants are the primary cause.  I just don't understand why the U.S. continues to do nothing about this problem.    

Here are a few facts that all U.S. citizens need to know:

1. There are an estimated 11 million illegal immigrants living in the United States.

2. Of this total, an estimated 6.8 million are from Mexico. 

2. 25% of these illegal immigrants (or 2.7 million) reside in California.

3. Illegal immigration costs California over ten billion dollars annually.

This huge cost is required to provide basic human services like education, health care, and incarceration. The "Cheap Labor" these illegal immigrants provide is not so cheap after all. Many of these illegal immigrants don't work at all and many are criminals.  On top of that, illegal immigrants tend to have a lot of kids.  No wonder California is going broke!
If I was running the country, I would change the laws and help illegal immigrants that speak English and are working and are good community citizens become U.S. citizens right away.  All of the other illegal immigrants (the lazy bums and the criminals) would be rounded up and send back to where they came from - immediately.  I would use the U.S. military to help keep illegal immigrants out of our country.  
PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY
Have you noticed that hardly anybody takes responsibility for their own actions anymore? Every bad thing that happens is somebody else’s fault – no matter how stupid it is.  For example, remember the lady that put a cup of hot coffee between her legs while driving and managed to spill it on her crotch.  How stupid!!  But no, she said it was not her fault and sued MacDonald’s and jury awarded her $2.86 million dollars! The trial judge reduced the total award to $640,000, and the parties settled for a confidential amount.  If you asked me, I would say, “This case is the poster child for excessive lawsuits and frivolous litigation.”  These kinds of lawsuits are clotting up our court system so much that valid court cases are being delayed.  Too many Americans are “sue happy” and this has affected the quality of life for the rest of us who will admit fault when we do something dumb.  Earlier this year, I was running in the rain in my flip flops and slipped and fell on the step next to the Fast Stop (a convenience store in Mililani) where I get the newspaper.  I broke my right foot in three places and was in a cast for six weeks.  A couple of people told me that I should sue the Fast Stop.  Now, why would I want to sue the Fast Stop for my own stupid actions?  Another example, have you noticed that there are no “Jungle Gyms” or swings or much of anything for our kids to play on at our city and state parks?  You know why everything fun is gone?  Somebody’s kid fell down and got hurt and the parents sued the city or state and they won!!  My last example – smokers all over the country are suing the tobacco companies because they developed health problems from smoking cigarettes.  I say, “If you want to smoke, then you are responsible for any problems you might develop later.” 

If I was running the country, that lady who sued MacDonald’s would not get a cent.  In fact, I would make her pay MacDonald’s $1,000 dollars and pay all court costs for filing a frivolous lawsuit and for being so dumb.  I would make all lawsuits pass the “common sense” test before they could go to court.  If it is determined to be a frivolous lawsuit, then that person and their lawyer must each pay the person or company they were trying to sue an amount based on how stupid their lawsuit was determined to be.
OUR POLITICALLY CORRECT SOCIETY   

All of this politically correct crap going on in our country today makes me sick to my stomach.  It seems that the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), gays, atheists, Muslims, the Politically Correct Police, liberal lawyers, courts, and judges have taken over our country and got rid of all the values this country has always had and stood for.  These people want to outlaw everything that is offensive to anybody. I will list a few things that have been banned - just to refresh your memories:

>There is no longer Prayer in our schools or before school sponsored sporting events.
>Christian crosses, statues, books, and pictures have been removed from schools and federal/state/city government buildings.

>It is politically incorrect to say, “Merry Christmas”!!! The Politically Correct Police want us to say, “Happy Holidays” instead.
>Gay marriage is okay.

>Kids no longer keep score when playing football or basketball.  There are no losers and everybody gets a trophy.

>Illegal immigrants get the same health care and social services as U.S. citizens.
>Racial Profiling is not allowed even if the safety of our Country is at stake.
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Let’s look at a few words or definitions that the Politically Correct Police are trying to make us use:
	 Word Description:

Homosexual

Black American

Postman
Repairman
Blind or Deaf Person

Person with Mental Illness 

Broken Home

Criminal

Bum or Tramp

Failure in Life

Foreign Food

Garbage Man

Ghetto

Housewife

Overweight Person

Handicapped

Midget

Ugly
	What I say:

Queer

Black

Mailman
Repairman
Can’t See or Hear Good
Crazy

Divorced Family
Outlaw
A Bum

Lazy Bum

“No Thanks”

Garbage Man

Slums

Wife

Fat

Handicapped

Shorty

Ugly
	Politically Correct Word(s):

Gay or Lesbian

African-American

Letter Carrier
Repair Person
Vision or Hearing Impaired

Special Needs Person
Dysfunctional Family

Behaviorally Challenged

Homeless Person

Deferred Successful

Ethnic Cuisine

Sanitation Engineer

Disadvantaged Area

Domestic Manager

Enlarged physical condition

Physically Challenged
Vertically Challenged

Visually Challenging


Do you remember when the ACLU sued the U.S. Military at Camp Smith Marine Base and the federal court ruled that the large cross there had to come down because it violated the constitutional separation of church and state?  This happened in 1988 and resulted in a 65-foot cross at Camp Smith being removed.  It was replaced with an 80-foot flagpole which still flies a 38-foot-by-20-foot American flag.  A slab of the cross is preserved in a framed glass box on the wall near the entrance to Camp Smith headquarters.  A similar thing happened to the 35-year-old, 35-ton white steel cross at Schofield Barrack's Kolekole Pass in October 1997.
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	Cross at Schofield Barracks Kolekole Pass
	Flag that replaced Cross at Camp Smith


More recently, you probably remember reading about the 5,280-pound granite monument setting out the Ten Commandments that was erected in August 2001 as the centerpiece of the rotunda of the Alabama State Judicial Building, which houses several state courts, the state's law library and the court system's administrative office. Three lawyers who found the monument offensive sued to have it removed. In November, Judge Myron H. Thompson of Federal District Court in Montgomery ruled in their favor.
About 80% of the people living in the United States consider themselves to be a Christian. The United States of America was founded on Christian principles.  The words, “In God We Trust” are on all of our money. Our founding fathers based the U.S. Constitution on Christian values and ideas.  Why are we letting a few politically correct people and organizations like the ACLU get away with changing our way of life?
If I was running the country, those Crosses they took down at Camp Smith and Schofield Barrack would be put back in place immediately.  Any other U.S. military bases that want a Cross would get it.  That is the least we can do for our military servicemen who have always fought to protect our freedoms.  The Crosses could be a Memorial to all of the military personnel who have made the ultimate sacrifice.  

If I was running the country, before the ACLU can take any case to court, it would have to pass the “common sense” test and I would have a panel of good Christian citizens doing the deciding. The constitutional separation of church and state would be changed to state there will be no separation of church and state – The way it was when the Constitution was written.  Prayer will return to the schools and everywhere else for that matter.  The words, “Merry Christmas” and “Jesus” and “God” would be used extensively during the holiday season and the true meaning of this celebration will be told at every opportunity.  It will be a joyful time of the year again – at least for the majority of the American people.

If I was running the country, racial profiling would be mandatory.  I see this as being necessary for national security. Did you know that 99% of all terrorist attacks are conducted by young Arab radial Muslim men?  So, why would they be doing a full-body search on a 70-year old white grandmother from Minnesota while three young Arab men walk right through airport security unchecked and get on an airplane?  Does that make any sense to anybody in their right mind?  Doesn’t our government watch “Criminal Minds” on TV?  Profiling is one of the best ways there is to catch the bad guys!!

THE HOMELESS PROBLEM       

Sorry, even I cannot solve the homeless problem.  Officials in all 50 states have been trying to fix the homeless problem for years and they have all failed.  It is not fixable!!  Maybe when the economy gets better, the homeless problem will improve.  But in the meantime, we must do what we can to control it and our government officials are doing a poor job of doing this.

If I was running the country, I would enforce the law to keep the homeless from setting up tents and camping out on our public sidewalks, in our parks, and on our beaches.  I would mandate that every large city have enough shelters for the homeless who want help.  I would allocate funds for homeless families so that they can find work and a place to live. If a homeless person is from another state, that person would be sent back to where he or she came from.  For the rest of the “hardcore” homeless, I would try to hide them as best we can.

SUMMARY   
Yes, I know there are other problems in the United States but I can’t do everything by myself.  Since I’m probably not going to run for President, we citizens who have Christian values and a little common sense have got to find somebody who shares our views and vote them into the White House next year (2012).  The Obama administration has been a disaster!!  Don’t forget, we are the majority and we have got to get serious about fixing the problems in our country.  We can no longer let a few “vocal” gays, atheists, Muslims and other easily offended people get their way and ruin this country. 
“God Bless the United States of America”     

                                                     bigdrifter44@gmail.com[image: image14.png]
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