[image: image1.jpg]My Drift Jerry D. Petersen





	[image: image2.png]



	Beijing Olympics 2008

July 23, 2008
	[image: image3.png]Byjing 2002






The 2008 Summer Olympics, officially known as the Games of the XXIX Olympiad, will be celebrated from August 8, 2008 to August 24, 2008, with the opening ceremony at the Beijing National Stadium in Beijing, People's Republic of China. Some events will be held outside Beijing, namely soccer (in Qinhuangdao, Shanghai, Shenyang, and Tianjin), equestrian (in Hong Kong) and sailing (in Qingdao). The Chinese government has promoted the games to highlight China's emergence on the world stage and has newly built 12 venues, renovated 11, temporary built eight with a grand total of 37 venues hosting the events. They are expecting over 200 nations with over 10,000 competitors to fight it out in over 300 events in 34 sports. In this column, I will try to give you an interesting fact or two about each of these sports and predict the country that will win the most gold medals.   

	SPORT
	INTERESTING FACT(S)
	MOST MEDALS
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 Archery
	Archers shoot 72 arrows at a target 70 meters (229 feet, 8 inches) away in 12 ends of six arrows each. A perfect score is 720.  The target gold inner ring (bull’s eye) counts 10 points. Each ring after that decreases in value by one until you reach the most outer ring which is worth 1 point. 
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South Korea
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 Badminton
	Badminton is the world's fastest racket sport.  The flight of the shuttlecock, a missile of cork and goose feathers that players volley across the net, has been recorded at speeds of 260 kilometers per hour (162 mph).  There are 16 goose feathers attached to each shuttlecock.
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China
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 Baseball
	Baseball became an official sport at the 1992 Summer Olympics with an eight team tournament. Players were required to be amateurs until the year 2000. Baseball and softball have been voted out of the 2012 Summer Olympics in London, England, becoming the first sports voted out of the Olympics since Polo was eliminated from the 1936 Olympics.  
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Cuba
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Basketball
	Basketball is played in 4 periods of 10 minutes each. Five-minute overtimes follow if a game is tied. Both the Men's and the Women’s basketball tournament is played with 12 teams, except for the host country and the reigning World Champion, all teams have to qualify.
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United States
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Boxing
	In order to box in the Olympics a man must be between 17 and 34 years old. The fight takes place in a ring about 20 x 20 feet. Boxers fight according to 11 weight categories. Each boxing match lasts four rounds with one minute break between rounds. You can win a match by knocking out your opponent, your opponent quitting due to injury, opponent is disqualified, or by scoring more points.
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Cuba
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Beach Volleyball
	Beach volleyball evolved from indoor volleyball and the two sports remain very similar. The most important differences are the playing surface (deep sand rather than a hard floor), and the team size (two players per team rather than six).
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Brazil
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 Canoe/Kayak
	The canoe/kayak event is not only exciting and fast-paced but it is also extremely dangerous. It requires a unique blend of agility, strength, and cardio-vascular endurance that is arguably unrivaled amongst Olympic sports. There are 16 different events that fall under two main categories of Flat Water or Slalom Canoe/Kayak.
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Germany
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Cycling
	In the Olympics there are three different kinds of cycling. Track cycling includes short, medium and long distance events. Road cycling covers 142 - 155 miles for men and 62 - 87 miles for women. The Mountain biking course is outside and goes through uphill and downhill mountain areas.
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Australia
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 Diving
	The United States was once the world's diving superpower. Not anymore. American divers failed to win one single medal in Athens, their first Olympic shutout in 92 years. In the Olympics, eight diving events take place in a specially constructed diving well. The Water Cube in Beijing cost $100 million to build and has a seating capacity of 17,000.
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China

	[image: image22.jpg]


 Equestrian
	Did You Know? The rider and the horse both win medals and just like people, the horses need a valid passport to travel internationally. Along with sailing, equestrian is the only Olympic sport where men and women compete against each other.
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United States
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 Fencing
	Fencing is one of the only four sports found in every one of the Olympic games. The three events for men include an Epee event, Foil event and a Sabre event.  The women do not have the Sabre event.  In the team events, 12 countries may enter 3 people each.  The first team to score 45 hits will be the winners.
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Italy
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Field Hockey
	The Olympic field consists of 12 men's and 12 women's teams. The first women's Olympic hockey competition was at the 1980 Moscow Games. The game is played between two teams of 11 on a 100 × 60 yard rectangular field. At each end is a goal 7 feet high and 12 feet wide. The team’s object is to play the ball into their attacking circle and from there, hit, push or flick the ball into the goal, scoring a point. The team with more goals after two 35-minute halves wins the game.
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Netherlands
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Artistic Gymnastics
	There are three different kinds of gymnastics events. Men and women will compete in Artistic Gymnastics and Trampoline and only women compete in Rhythmic Gymnastics.  In Artistic Gymnastics, men use six pieces of equipment: Floor Exercises, Pommel Horse, Rings, Vault, Parallel Bars and Horizontal Bar. Women use four pieces of equipment: Vault, Uneven Bars, Balance Beam and Floor Exercises. 
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Romania
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 Handball
	Handball is played on an indoor court between two teams of seven players each. The objective is to put the ball into a goal using only your hands. The goal is about 6.5 feet tall high and almost 10 feet wide. Each time you put the ball in the goal you get a point. The team with the most points after two 30 minute periods wins. 
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Denmark
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Judo
	Judo was created by Jigoro Kano and introduced in Japan in 1882. Most of the techniques were derived from martial arts skills developed in various styles of Ju jitsu. The goal in judo is to score an Ippon (10 points) by throwing your opponent onto their back with speed, force and control. 
	[image: image33.png]



Japan
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 Pentathlon
	The five segments of the modern pentathlon event are sport shooting, fencing, swimming, equestrianism, and cross-country running. Each segment is awarded points based on the competitor’s performance.
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Russia
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Rhythmic Gymnastics
	Rhythmic gymnastics is a sport in which single competitors or pairs, trios or more manipulate one or two apparatuses: Rope, Hoop, Ball, Clubs and Ribbon. This is a sport that combines elements of ballet, gymnastics, theatrical dance, and apparatus manipulation. The victor is the participant who earns the most points, as awarded by a panel of judges.
	[image: image37.png]



Russia

	[image: image38.jpg]


Rowing
	Men and women compete in 16 Rowing events with strange names like Single and Double Sculls, Coxless Pair etc. “Sculling” refers to the use of 2 oars by each rower. The “coxswain” is the person who sits in the boat and directs the rhythm of the rowing crew as well as steers the boat. There may or may not be a “coxswain” in the boat depending on the race.
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Great Britain
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Sailing
	Races in all events are sailed in a fleet racing format. The contestants race around the course in a group and each boat earns a score equal to its finishing position. The scores are summed up over the series of races with the lowest total score the winner.
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Great Britain


	[image: image42.jpg]


Shooting
	The guns used in the 15 shooting events include the rifle, air rifle, pistol, air pistol, and the shotgun. Skeet is a shotgun shooting event where participants attempt to break clay disks flung into the air at a high speed from a variety of angles.
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China
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 Soccer
	One of the oldest and most loved team sports of the Games is football (or soccer as it's called in the U.S.).  It will be seen by more people than any other sport in Beijing. If a preliminary round game is tied at the end of regulation, the game is ruled a draw. But in the quarterfinal round through the gold medal game, a sudden-death "golden goal rule" goes into effect in which the first team to score wins. 
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Argentina
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 Softball
	Olympic softball is only played by women.  Pitchers can throw at speeds between 65-74 mph.  Distance from pitcher’s mound to home plate is 40 feet (it is 60 feet in baseball). Distance between bases is 60 feet (90 feet in baseball). Length of game is 7 innings (9 innings in baseball). Ball circumference is 12” (9” in baseball). 
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United States
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Swimming
	Michael Phelps of USA will be looking to add to his impressive tally of six gold medals and two bronze from the last Olympics. Will he be able to get that elusive seven gold medals in one Olympics games? Yes, I think he will.
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United States
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Synchronized Swimming
	Synchronized swimming at the Olympic games is competed in by only women in duet and team events. Swimmers will perform routines that consist of boosts, twirls, kicks and spins which mirror the actions of their teammates above and below the water surface.
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Russia
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Table Tennis
	Table tennis originated in England in the 1880s as an after-dinner amusement for upper-class Victorians. A line of books was used as a net, a rounded top of a champagne cork as a ball, and a cigar box lid as a paddle. Olympics play is fast and demands quick reactions. A skilled player can impart spin to the ball, which makes its bounce and reaction on the opponent paddle or racket difficult to predict.   
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China
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Taekwondo
	Taekwondo is the national sport of South Korea. It is also regarded as the world's most popular martial art in terms of number of practitioners. Taekwondo generally includes a system of blocks, kicks, punches, and open-handed strikes and may also include various take-downs or sweeps, throws, and joint locks.
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South Korea
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 Tennis
	Tennis was played as far back as the Middle Ages in France or way back in Ancient Greece. King Henry VIII played tennis and he was pretty good but modern tennis wasn't played until 1873 in England. There was tennis in the Olympics from 1896 until 1924. It returned in 1984 as a demonstration sport and became an official Olympic sport in 1988.
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Spain
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 Track and Field
	The marquee sport at any Olympics is track and field. In fact, track and field is the group of events that comprised the core of the very first Olympics in ancient Greece. The sport involves the three major themes of running, throwing, and jumping and can be divided into four disciplines: track, field, road, and combined.
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United States
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Trampoline
	The trampoline scoring system is quite complex based on difficulty and execution. But you can tell pretty much how a person is doing by looking for: Good Form and Execution - A High Degree of Difficulty - Variety of Elements - Continuous Flow of the Routine - The Right Ending.
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Germany
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 Triathlon
	A triathlon is an endurance sports event consisting of swimming (1500 meters), cycling (40 kilometers) and running (10 kilometers).  The swimming is conducted in open water and wetsuits are allowed. Bicycles are optimized for aerodynamics. Running last when tired is the most difficult. 
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Australia
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Volleyball
	Since 2000, teams can score no matter who served, making all rallies do or die. In order to accommodate the quicker scoring pace, the first four sets are now played to 25 points while the final set remains at 15 points. Sets must be won by two points. Matches are best-of-five sets.
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Brazil
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Water Polo
	Water polo is a team water game. A team consists of six field players and one goalkeeper. The winner of the game is the team that scores more goals.  Did you know? A water polo ball is constructed of waterproof material to allow it to float on the water. The cover has a special texture so it won't slip from the hands of a player. The size of the ball is different for men's and women's games.
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Hungary
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 Weightlifting
	The sport of Olympic weightlifting consists of two lifts, the snatch and the clean and jerk. In both, the lift begins with the barbell on the floor and ends with the lifter standing erect with the barbell held steady over his head with arms and legs straight and motionless. In the snatch, the lifter must lift the barbell from the floor to over their head in one continuous movement.
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China
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Wrestling
	The main objective in wrestling is to pin your opponent. This is achieved by holding their shoulder blades to the mat for about one-half second. This automatically ends the match. If neither wrestler earns a pin, wrestlers earn points (awarded by referees) for certain maneuvers and holds. Each one-on-one bout consists of two three-minute rounds and the wrestler with the most points at the end of the match is the winner.
	[image: image71.png]



Russia


Okay, let’s add up the flags and see who will win the most gold medals and be my pick to win the 2008 Olympics in Beijing, China.  Here is my tally:
United States and China (5)
Russia (4)

We have a tie but I think the United States will win enough medals in events like Swimming and Track & Field to take the total medal count.  China and Russia will push the USA to the limit but come up short.  It should be a fun and interesting Olympics.
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