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	Presidential Candidates
February 6, 2008


I can’t let this election year go by without getting my two cents in on the top presidential candidates.  At this writing, the top Democrats are Hillary Clinton, Barack Obama, and John Edwards – the top Republicans are John McCain, Rudy Giuliani, and Mitt Romney.  By now most of us have a pretty good idea where the candidates stand on the issues and we know what party we are going to vote for regardless of who ends up being the candidate. We have read about and taken a bunch of those online quizzes where you answer a few questions about where you stand on the issues and the quiz tells you who the candidate is that most closely matches your views.  I have taken six of these little quizzes and with the exception of the one that said my views are similar to Hillary Clinton’s, I thought they were quite accurate.  Three of the quizzes come out to be Rudy Giuliani and two said John McCain.  I’m convinced that the other one was fixed by the Clinton camp.  
Just for the record, I consider myself to be a moderate and although I have voted Republican most of the time, I would not hesitate to vote Democratic if they had a candidate I liked who had similar views on how to run the country and how to save the world.  Here are my views on some of the major issues facing the next president:

· Abortion is the woman’s right to decide.

· I’m against same-sex marriage but think gays should have some partner rights.

· The Iraq War was necessary due to the information we had at the time.  However, history has shown that long occupations rarely come to a good end.  Our troops are over extended and we need to find a way to get them out of Iraq and Afghanistan as soon as possible.

· We must continue to fight and win the War against terrorism and the Islamic Muslin terrorists who want to kill all Americans and non-muslins.
· I’m for the death penalty for certain serious crimes.

· The Government should legalize and regulate marijuana.

· The current Social Security system should be kept and improved.  People with incomes over $200,000 a year should not be allowed to receive any Social Security money.

· Our borders need to be secured.  Illegal immigrants should not be getting any benefits from our Government.  The criminals and dead beats should be sent back to their home country.  Productive immigrants should be able to stay and have a path to US citizenship.  English should be the spoken language in this country. 

· The minimum wage needs to keep pace with the cost of living.

· I believe in gun ownership but I don’t think criminals and crazy people should be able to buy one.  I also don’t think the average person needs a machine gun.

Okay, who do you think I should vote for?

Here are a few facts and what I think of the presidential candidates.
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	Hillary Rodman Clinton
	Barack Obama
	John Edwards


Hillary Clinton is the Leona Helmsley of the political world.  She treats her staff, the Secret Service, and everybody else who cannot advance her desire for power like crap.  The words these people use most to describe Hillary are “unfriendly”,  “cold”, “witch” and the “B” word that rhymes with witch.    She thinks she is the Queen and the rest of us are just the “little” people who were put here on earth to serve her.  Hillary has a quick temper and uses the “F” word more often then a drunken sailor.  She changes her position on the issues to whatever will get her the most votes.  She is really putting on a great performance during this presidential campaign – she even shed a few tears on at least one occasion.  I think the United States is ready for a women President but not this women.

Barack Obama has that thing called charisma – he is very smart (after all he was educated at Punahou School in Honolulu) and is a very good speaker.  Obama was born in Honolulu to a Kenyan father and an American mother.  From age six to ten, Obama lived in Jakarta, Indonesia.  He then returned to Honolulu to live with his maternal grandparents until his graduation from Punahou in 1979.  He is a graduate of Columbia University and Harvard Law School.  He was elected to the U.S. Senate from Illinois in November 2004 with a landslide 70% vote.  Obama is a liberal democrat who emphasizes ending the Iraq War, establishing a universal health care system, rewarding teachers with higher pay, changing the tax code in favor of the working class and getting rid of taxes for seniors earning less than $50,000.  I think Barak Obama would make a good president (similar to Bill Clinton) but I’m not sure our country is ready for a black president.  Every president up to now has been a white Christian man. 
John Edwards has stated that his main goals are eliminating poverty, fighting global warming, providing universal health care, and withdrawing the troops from Iraq.  Johnny Reid Edwards was born on June 10, 1953 in South Carolina.  His family moved to Robbins, North Carolina where Edwards attended high school and then college at North Carolina State University and the University of North Carolina.  Edwards is a lawyer who won election to the U.S. Senate in 1998.  He run for president in 2004 but ended up second to John Kerry and become his running mate.  I don’t think John Edwards has the power or funding to pass either Barack Obama or Hillary Clinton.  Note – John Edwards dropped out of the presidential race on 30 January 2008. 
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	John McCain
	Rudy Giuliani
	Mitt Romney


John McCain is the senior U.S. Senator from Arizona.  He comes from a long line of Navy officers – his grandfather and father were Admirals in the U.S. Navy.  McCain also attended the U.S. Naval Academy and became a naval aviator flying attack aircraft from carriers during the Vietnam War.  On his 23rd bombing mission over North Vietnam, he was shot down and endured over five years as a prisoner of war.  McCain also run for president in 2000 but was beat out by the Texas Governor and presidential son George W. Bush.  McCain is a strong conservative who supports free trade, favors private social security accounts, opposes socialized health care, supports capital punishment, and welfare reform.  He also supports the Iraq War and thinks our troops should stay there until the mission is complete.  If McCain wins in 2008, he would be the oldest person so assume the Presidency in history at age 72 (Ronald Reagan was 69 years old at his inauguration).

Rudy Giuliani was born and raised in New York.  He has been a lawyer, businessman, and politician.  Giuliani served two terms as Mayor of New York City and gained international attention during and after the September 11, 2001 attacks on the World Trade Center.  Giuliani has a reputation for being tough on crime and the crime rates dropped dramatically in New York City during his terms as Major.  Giuliani is considered to be a moderate with views on the issues that are close to mine.  Although I would vote for him, he will probably never become the president because he does not look or act presidential enough – he is bald and has been married three times.  Note – Rudy Giuliani dropped out of the presidential race on 30 January 2008 and has put his support behind John McCain.
Speaking of looking presidential, Mitt Romney fits the bill.  He has all of his hair and has a distinguished good look that history has shown will attract a lot of votes.  Romney has the most business experience (of all the candidates) having been CEO of Bain & Company, co-founder of Bain Capital, and serving as the CEO of the 2002 Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City.  He was born in Michigan and went to college at BYU in Provo, Utah.  He served as Governor of Massachusetts from 2003 to 2007.  Mitt Romney is a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS) which makes him a Mormon.  His views on the issues are in line with traditional conservatives.  He is pro-life, supports gun control, welcomes increased legal immigration, does not support gay marriage, and supports the war in Iraq.  

Are you ready for my predictions?  If Hillary Clinton is the Democratic candidate, the Republican party will win again.  If Barack Obama is the Democratic candidate, I think he can beat Romney but will lose to John McCain in a close vote.  Actually, the Democrats might have been better off with Bill Richardson (current Governor of New Mexico) as their candidate.  I think he would beat either McCain or Romney since America is looking for a change but maybe not as drastic as having Hillary Clinton or Barack Obama in the White House.  
Let’s hope that whoever the next president is, he or she will lead our country down the right path where we all will be happy, healthy, prosperous and live in peace for the next four years.
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