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	College Football Playoffs
September 2006


Can it really be the year 2006 and the highest level of college football still doesn’t have a playoff system to determine the national championship like every other college sport?  The BCS championship game is a lot better than it used to be when the college football champion was picked by the polls popularity contest.  But, it is not a real playoff and most NCAA Division I-A teams have no chance of making the championship game.  There are 11 conferences and 119 teams in division I-A football.  A real playoff system gives all 119 teams a chance to become the champion.  For example, a team from the MAC could have the best team in the country and win every game and not crack the top 16 teams in the polls.  This is not fair!

My playoff solution would invite all 11 Division I-A conference champions plus 5 at large teams to compete for the national championship.  The season’s emphasis will be structured to win the conference title rather than jockeying for position in the weekly polls.  Power house teams will not be afraid to schedule other power house non-conference teams.  The at large teams would consist of the top 5 teams that are not conference champions in the BCS poll.  Fifteen pre-determined bowl sites would be utilized over a four week period.  Different bowl sites would be utilized from year to year.  A panel of football experts would seed the teams 1 through 16 kind of like they do in NCAA college basketball.   Filling out the brackets sheets would be back in full force.
Playoff Schedule:

First Round:  Two weeks after the regular season.  One week after the conference championship games.

Quarterfinals:  Played the next week or three weeks after the regular season.

Semifinals:  Played on New Year’s Day or weekend.

Final:  The National Championship game would be played the weekend before the Super Bowl.           
Here is what a sample brackets sheet might look like for the 2006-2007 season:
FIRST ROUND       QUARTERFINALS      SEMIFINALS                FINAL
	Alamo Bowl

#1 Big 10

Ohio State

#16 Sun Belt 
Arkansas St.

Holiday Bowl
#6 ACC
Vir Tech

#11 At Large

Georgia

Outback Bowl

#3 PAC Ten

Cal
#14 Conf USA

Tulsa

Sun Bowl

#5 Big 12

Texas

#12 WAC

Boise State

Gator Bowl

#7 At Large

Notre Dame

#10 At Large

Florida

GMAC Bowl

#8 At Large
Michigan

#9 At Large

USC
Cotton

#4 Big East

West Virginia

#13 MTN West

TCU

Capital One

#2 SEC

Auburn
#15 Mid American

Toledo
	Liberty Bowl

#1 Big 10 

Ohio State

#11 At Large

Georgia

Peach Bowl

#3 PAC Ten

Cal
#5 Big 12

Texas

Fiesta Bowl

#7 At Large

Notre Dame

#8 At Large

Michigan

Independence Bowl

#13 MTN West

TCU

#2 SEC

Auburn
	Orange Bowl

#1 Big 10

Ohio State

#3 PAC Ten

Cal
Rose Bowl

#7 At Large

Notre Dame

#2 SEC

Auburn


	Sugar Bowl

#1 Big 10

Ohio State

#7 At Large

Notre Dame




Now that we have a playoff solution for college football, let’s take a closer look at the Division I-A conferences and teams.  I will rate the conferences from the strongest to the weakest and show what teams would be in the running for the playoffs (if we had one). At the end, I will give you my pick for this season’s national champion.
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	Playoff Teams:  Auburn, Georgia, Florida
Good Team:  LSU

Questionable:  South Carolina, Tennessee, Alabama

Bottom Feeders:  Vanderbilt, Kentucky, Arkansas, Mississippi, Mississippi State
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	Playoff Team:  Virginia Tech

Good Teams:  Miami, Georgia Tech, Florida State, Boston College, Clemson

Questionable:  No Carolina St, Maryland, Virginia

Bottom Feeders:  Duke, Wake Forest, North Carolina
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	Playoff Teams:  Ohio State, Michigan
Good Teams:  Penn State, Iowa, Wisconsin

Questionable:  Northwestern, Minnesota, Purdue

Bottom Feeders:  Michigan State, Indiana, Illinois
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	Playoff Teams:  Cal, USC

Good Teams:  Oregon, UCLA, Arizona State

Questionable:  Stanford, Oregon State, Arizona

Bottom Feeders:  Washington, Washington State
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	Playoff Team:  Texas

Good Teams:  Nebraska, Texas Tech, Oklahoma, Colorado

Questionable:  Iowa St, Missouri, Kansas, Tex A&M

Bottom Feeders:  Kansas State, Baylor, Oklahoma St
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	Playoff Team:  TCU

Good Teams:  Utah, BYU, Colorado State
Questionable:  New Mexico, San Diego State, Air Force

Bottom Feeders:  Wyoming, UNLV
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	Playoff Team:  West Virginia

Good Teams:  Louisville

Questionable:  Rutgers, South Florida, Pittsburgh

Bottom Feeders:  Connecticut, Cincinnati, Syracuse



	[image: image10.jpg]



	Playoff Team:  Boise State

Good Teams:  Fresno State, Hawaii, Nevada

Questionable:  Louisiana Tech

Bottom Feeders:  San Jose State, Utah State, Idaho, New Mexico State
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	Playoff Team:  Tulsa

Good Teams:  UTEP, So Miss, Memphis, UCF
Questionable:  East Carolina, Houston, So Methodist
Bottom Feeders:  Tulane, Rice, Marshall, UAB
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	Playoff Team:  Toledo
Good Teams:  Miami (Ohio), No Illinois, W Michigan

Questionable:  Bowling Green, Akron, C Michigan

Bottom Feeders:  Ohio, Buffalo, Kent State, Ball State, E Michigan
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	Playoff Team:  Arkansas State

Good Team:  Louisiana-Lafayette

Questionable:  Florida International

Bottom Feeders:  Troy, Middle Tennessee State,  North Texas, Florida Atlantic


There are only four Division I-A Independent teams.  Notre Dame would be a play-off team, Navy will be good, Army and Temple will be bottom feeders.  I predict that Notre Dame will beat Ohio State in the BCS Championship Game.
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