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	Dog Fighting
August 29, 2007


I like dogs!  We had dogs while I was growing up in Utah and our family has had one or more dogs every since I got married in 1972.  Our current dog is a Rottweiler named Kudo.  I spent more quality time with Kudo than any person.  He is waiting for me every day at the door or front gate when I come home from work because he knows it is time for his ride in the truck.  He sits or stands on the passenger seat and looks intently for dogs, cats, big trucks or buses to bark at.  This is his favorite activity.  He than helps me do my chores and we have our dinner outside in the padio area and watch TV until it is time to go in the house.  He also sleeps in my bedroom.  So, you can probably figure out what I think about dogfighting, abusing dogs, and Michael Vick.  There is no doubt in my mind that he is guilty and should get the maximum penalty.  I think his pro football career is over but then again I think OJ is guilty and should be in prison today.
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The indictment alleges that Vick and three other defendants violated federal laws barring competitive dog fighting, buying and training pit bulls for the purpose of fighting.  The charges also state that they ran a dog fighting venture called the Bad Newz Kennels and hosted dog fights on Vick’s property in Surry County, Virginia.  Authorities raided the property and found among other things – 66 dogs (mostly pit bulls), a dog fighting pit, bloodstained carpets and equipment associated with dogfighting.  They also found several dead dogs buried on the property. 

Dog owners reportedly brought their animals from the Carolinas, Maryland, New York, Texas, Alabama and other states to compete in the illegal matches on Vick’s property. The owner of the winning dog would receive a cash prize ranging from hundreds to thousands of dollars. Spectators and other dog owners would bet on the fights.  The Feds have several sources placing Vick at dogfighting events along with his dogs.  Vick bet big money with anybody that wanted to bet and was considered a “heavyweight” in the dogfighting culture.  I hope somebody took his picture at one of these events.  The losing dogs were sometimes executed -- drowned, hanged, shot or electrocuted.  
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Atlanta Falcons star quarterback Michael Vick entered a plea of not guilty during his arraignment at the US District Court in Richmond, Virginia.  Vick was booed by a crowd of hundreds outside the court room.  NFL commissioner Roger Goodell has told Vick to stay away from training camp that started on the same day Vick was in court.  Most of his endorsement companies have dropped him or plan to drop him.  Vick says he didn’t visit that Virginia house of his very often and had no clue what was going on there.  He is lying!!  The three other defendants who were taking care of Vick’s house were all on public assistance and basically had no money.  So, who do you think paid for all those 66 or so fighting Pit Bull dogs that cost up to $5000 each and who paid for all the dogfighting equipment?  It is not too hard to figure out is it?  Vick just signed a $130 million contract that makes him the highest paid player in football.  What an idiot he is to give all this up just to be the “top dog” in the dogfighting world.  Why would he do this?  Another pro football player answered the question for him, “For the thrill of it!”  His trial date is set for November 26th and his lawyers have requested a jury trail.  I’m sure that Vick’s attorneys, lead by Billy Martin, are hoping to find 12 Vick fans to sit on the jury.

Let’s take a quick look at the history of dogfighting.  All 150+ breeds of domestic dogs are the ancestors of the wolf.  Dog breeding in its earliest stages was carried out for specialization.  Some breeds like the Rottweiler was breed as working dogs (to pull carts and herd sheep and cattle).  Yes, although Rottweilers are more aggressive than most dogs, they love to work and make lovable pets.  Other breeds such as the Bull Terrier and the Pit Bull were breed for fighting.  Did you ever think about where the word “Pit” came from?   Fighting dogs are large, low, with a powerful build and strongly developed head.  Blood sports involving animals has been going on for a long time.  Probably the most famous being the gladiators, condemned criminals, Christians, and the lions who fought to the death at the Colosseum in Rome during the reign of the Roman Empire.  The Christians didn’t do too well against the lions but this lust for blood, booze, and sex lead to the fall of the Roman Empire.  In modern times, dogfighting is popular in England, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Russia, Japan, and several countries in South America.  Dog fighting is illegal in all North American countries and is a felony in every US state except Idaho and Wyoming.  Despite this fact, organized dog fights go on in every state with the Southeast being the most active area.  I was surprised to read that dog fighting was popular in Utah and Idaho since I never saw it when I was living there.  Other blood sports include bull fighting, fox hunting, cockfighting and extreme fighting.  Cockfighting is more popular than dogfighting in Hawaii that is home to more than 200,000 dogs.
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Let me tell you a story about a dog fight between a Rottweiler and a Pit Bull.  The Rottweiler is a 130 pound female named Danna that lives with her owners in Waianae.  We know Danna quite well since she come over to our house twice to see if her and our 120 pound Rottweiler (Kudo) would mate.  My wife met this young couple somewhere and they found out we had a Rottweiler and they were looking for one to breed Danna with.  Since our dog has never had any close contact with another dog, we were afraid he might want to fight with her.  Well, when they turned her loose in our yard, Kudo did do a lot of barking, growling, and sniffing but as soon as Danna got tired of this nonsense and growled at him, it was a different story.  After that she was chasing him around the yard and turned out to be the aggressor.  Kudo was afraid of this big bossy lady and they never did mate.  Now, whenever Kudo does something naughty like take a slipper and not give it up, we will tell him, “if you don’t drop that slipper, we are going to bring Danna back to the house”, Kudo drops the slipper and runs to the front door to make sure this threat is not real.  This couple, their baby daughter, and Danna live across the road from the beach.  A neighbor of theirs owns a Pit Bull and one day the wife, daughter and Danna were playing on the beach when the Pit Bull jumped over the fence and come charging toward them.  Danna intercepted the Pit Bull and they were fighting as the wife grabbed the daughter and run to get the husband.  She was worried that the Pit Bull would kill their dog.  As the husband and the owner of the Pit Bull come running toward the beach, here comes Danna and she has the Pit Bull by the neck half carrying and half dragging it back to the house.  This 60 pound Pit Bull was no match for a Rottweiler protecting her family.  Danna shook the Pit Bull a few more times and dropped it in a heap at the owner’s feet.  The husband told the Pit Bull owner that he was going to kill his dog next time he gets out of the yard because it is a danger to the children in the area.  Yes, Danna might be a little bossy but she is a hero in Waianae.
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I believe that anybody that abuses children, women, or dogs should go directly to jail.

                             bigdrifter44@gmail.com[image: image11.png]
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