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	Endangered Animals
January 16, 2008


Doesn’t it make you sick seeing the poachers in Africa killing elephants for their ivory tusks, killing rhinoceroses for their horns which some countries think has magical medical and sexual powers, and killing lions, tigers, and leopards for their valuable skins?  Today there are 1,326 animals, birds, and reptiles on the endangered list.  The primary reasons for this sad fact are directly related to the one animal who is supposed to be the most intelligent – man.  In addition to just killing these magnificent creatures, we are cutting down the forests, draining the swamps, and polluting the air where we all live.  At the rate we are going, our grandkids will never be able to see some of these magnificent animals alive.  That will be a shame!!  Maybe man is not so smart after all!  In this column, I will feature 18 animals from all over the planet that are on the Endangered Species List.    
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	WHITE RHINOCEROS

White rhinos live on Africa's plains, where they graze on grasses.  Adult rhinos are 11-13 feet long, 5-6 feet high and weigh 5,000-7,000 lbs.  On its snout it has two horns made of keratin. The front horn is larger that the other horn and averages 23.6 inches in length. Females reproduce only every two and a half to five years. Their single calf does not live on its own until it is about three years old.  Under the hot African sun, white rhinos take cover by lying in the shade. Rhinos are also wallowers who like to find a suitable water hole and roll in its mud, coating their skin with a natural bug repellent and sun block. Only about 11,000 white rhinos survive in the wild. 
 

	AFRICAN WILD ASS

African Wild Asses are often referred to as the true asses and the domesticated ones we see today are believed to be descended from them. They are found scattered on the plains of Africa and travel in groups. These asses are small, sturdy animals that stand three to five feet high at the shoulders. They are colored a bluish grey with whitish muzzles and under parts. They are very swift runners and are able to inhabit acrid regions as they have become well adapted to suit the harsh deserts in which they live in. These asses are endangered because of the interbreeding between them and other species and the illegal hunting and poaching for sport and body parts.
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	LEOPARD

Leopards are mainly found in Africa south of the Sahara and in parts of Asia. They are well known for their dark spots arranged in rosettes over much of their body.  They are also known for running very fast with speeds up to 60 miles per hour. They have the agility to climb trees as well as being able to swim. Their diet consist of antelope, wild pigs, monkeys, porcupines, birds, domestic livestock and dogs.  Ranchers kill them to protect their livestock and poachers kill them illegally for their valuable skin.  


	GIANT PANDA

An estimated seven hundred Giant Pandas are left in the world today, living in the high mountain forests and bamboo thickets of central China. The Giant Pandas primary food source is bamboo. They eat it almost twelve hours a day and for the rest of the day they sleep. In the course of a year they eat almost 10,000 pounds of bamboo. Males can weigh up to 255 pounds. Females are generally smaller than males and weigh up to 220 pounds. Giant Pandas live up to an average age of 20 years in captivity and when the female gives birth, only one baby is born. 
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	SUMATRAN TIGER

The Sumatran tiger is the smallest of the tiger subspecies as compared to the Siberian tiger which is the largest. Sumatran male tigers average 8 feet in length from head to tail and weigh about 265 pounds.  Females average 7 feet in length and weigh about 200 pounds. Webbing between their toes enables the Sumatran tiger to be very fast swimmers. They will run hoofed prey into the water and catch them quickly. The Sumatran tiger is found mostly in the forests on the Indonesian island of Sumatra. There are no more than 500 of these tigers left in the wild.


	KOMODO DRAGON

The Komodo Dragon is the largest living lizard on earth. Discovered in 1912 on the small Sunda Islands in Indonesia, this lizard can weigh over 350 pounds and grow over 10 feet long.  They hunt hog-deer, wild pig, macaques, rats, and dig up eggs of mound birds.  Their lifespan is 20-40 years and the current population is about 4,000.
	[image: image9.jpg]





	[image: image10.jpg]g
@

J




	BIRDS OF PARADISE

The bird of paradise is noted for its vibrant colors and bizarre shapes of the male birds’ plumage during the mating season. After mating, the females will go off and make a nest on their own, taking care of the young unaided. They are mostly found in the New Guinea highlands.  Popular demand of the feathers has caused the number of birds to decline almost to extinction.


	LEATHERBACK TURTLE

These sea turtles are found mostly in the warm seas of Malaysia. They are the largest of all turtles, sometimes weighing more than 1500 pounds. Their shells are covered by a thick layer of smooth leathery skin, instead of scales. These turtles have huge strong front flippers which propel them in the water at high speeds. They may live 45 years or more but only one in 1,000 leatherbacks survive to adulthood. The worldwide population is about 30,000 and they are critically endangered. 
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	BALD EAGLE

The Bald Eagle is the national bird of the United States.  There has been a continuous decline in their population every since the first census records were kept in the 1800s. Bald Eagles are endangered in 43 states and threatened in five. However, the Bald Eagle is relatively abundant in the Alaskan and Canadian wilderness areas. Bald Eagles have been observed in all of the United States except Hawaii. Man is the Bald Eagle's main enemy and predator. During migration, breeding, and winter periods the Bald Eagle requires a large home range area, leaving itself vulnerable to habitat destruction by man. Also environmental problems have decreased the population of bald eagles. The most serious ones are pollution by pesticides and heavy metals that contaminate streams and fish. The Bald Eagle is a large bird, with a body length of 28-38 in, a wingspan of 66–88 in, and a weight of 6.6–14 lb; females are about 25 percent larger than males.
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	CALIFORNIA CONDOR

The California Condor is one of the rarest birds in the world. In fact, during the first half of the century there were only 60 individual condors. Now there are less than 40 despite extensive conservation efforts. Today the California Condor's range is limited to a small region north of Los Angeles. Soaring at speeds of 35-40 miles per hour the California Condor cleaned carrion from roads, ranches and beaches. There is absolutely no record of these magnificent birds ever attacking a living animal. However, they were routinely shot, mostly by farmers and ranchers. The California Condor is about 3-4 feet in length and varies in weight from 20-30 pounds. The California condor has a huge wingspan which is about 10 feet.


	PEREGRINE FALCON

Peregrine Falcons are birds of prey which were once found worldwide but are now rare everywhere.     They are strong and fly at tremendous speeds. They are able to dive and clench their victims with their strong talons and kill them on impact. Man used to capture and train these falcons as hunting weapons to kill small prey. They nest in between rock edges high on cliffs and usually near water where prey is plentiful. Their food consists of smaller birds, ducks and fish.   
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	POLAR BEAR

Polar Bears are found throughout the arctic region. They have heavy white fur which camouflage them against the white snow/ice landscape in which they live. Despite their size, they are extremely fast runners and wide-ranging travelers. They are expert swimmers, with their thick layer of fur and fat insulating them against the extreme cold of their climate. They have hairy soles on their broad feet to protect them and insulate them from the cold, as well as help them move across the snow swiftly. Their diet consists of fish, seal, birds, seaweed, grass and an occasional whale which strays their way. Polar Bears are endangered due to man's excessive hunting for their priceless hide and meat. Their numbers have dwindled from several hundred thousands to a few hundred. Polar bears are the world's largest land carnivores with most adult males weighing between 660-1320 lbs.


	IBEX GOAT

Ibexes are wild goats found on high mountain meadows, slopes and rocks of Europe, Asia and northeastern Africa. Their forelegs are slighter shorter than hind legs with a height of 3 feet at the shoulder. Both sexes have horns which curve backwards from the forehead. They are extremely agile and able to survive in cliffs and crags. They are known to leap up to lengths as far as 40 feet. Ibexes have become endangered because of the excessive hunting by man for game and sport.
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	MUSK OX

Musk Oxen roam in parts of Europe, northern Canada and Greenland. They are stocky with large heads, short necks and legs. They are extremely huge in size with a bull weighing up to about 880 pounds. Both male and female have horns which can reach up to 2 feet. They have long shaggy brown hair that covers the whole body. Musk Oxen have become endangered due to the excessive hunting by man for food and sport.   


	KOALA

Koalas are found in the coastal regions of Eastern Australia. It is a marsupial mammal that gives birth to underdeveloped young and the young are carried around in their mother's pouch for up to 7 months. Koalas have strong clawed feet and are able to grip the branches firmly. They are extremely fussy eaters and only feed on eucalyptus leaves. Early European settlers to Australia called the Koala the Native Bear, and the Koala is still sometimes called the Koala Bear, but it is not a member of the bear family. Koalas have become endangered because they are being killed for its valued soft fur, they have little resistance to disease, because their habitat is being destroyed and they have lost their primary source of food. 
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	SCARLET MACAW 

The Scarlet Macaw is found in the treetops from Mexico to southern Brazil.  It has bright red with blue and yellow wings, blue and red tail with a white face with big, sickle-shaped beak. Its feet are able to grasp the limbs of a tree very firmly. When a Macaw is fully developed, the tail is more than two feet long. Both the male and females look alike. Scarlet Macaws are famous for its ability in mimicking and imitating sounds made by the human voice as well as performing various tricks. This bird has become endangered due to the overwhelming demand for its colorful feathers and because the young are taken from their nests for pets by poachers.   


	GIANT ANTEATER

The Giant Anteater lives in forests, swampy areas and open plains of Mexico, Central America and South America. It eats insects and picks its prey up by rapidly flicking its long sticky tongue in and out. Its mouth is long and tubular and does not have any teeth. Of all the anteaters, it is the largest species and can weigh up to 86 lbs. Its body is covered with a coarse coat with a gray stripe running down each shoulder. Its tail is long and bushy. It has long front claws that are used for defense against enemies and tearing apart termite mounds. The Giant Anteater's numbers have depleted due to the loss of its habitat and the fact that its reproduction rate is very low.
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	HAWAIIAN MONK SEAL

The Hawaiian Monk Seal is considered the most endangered seal in U.S. waters, with only about 1,200 left. The most endangered seal in the world is another species of monk seal, the Mediterranean monk seal, of which there are only about 600 seals left in the Mediterranean. The Caribbean monk seal, a third species of monk seal, is now extinct. Hawaiian monk seals are found in the northwest part of the Hawaiian Islands. They spend a lot of time at sea sometimes as long as a month. They are able to dive 600 feet deep, and can stay under water for up to 20 minutes. They eat fish, octopus, eels and lobsters. Adults have gray to brownish fur, grow up to seven feet long, and weigh between 400 and 600 pounds. They can live as long as 30 years.  These seals are born on land. Every year, usually in May or June, females find sandy beaches and give birth to a single pup.  Mothers take care of their pups for six weeks. During that entire time, they do not leave the beach even to eat. Instead, they live off of fat that they have stored up over the previous year and they feed their pups with fat rich milk. Usually seals can be found with their pups on very remote beaches. However, recent births have been reported in the main Hawaiian Islands including Oahu, Kauai and Molokai. Human disturbance has been identified as the primary factor in the decline of the species. In fact, if humans come too near a mother seal too often, she will abandon her pup and go out to sea. Unfortunately, this usually means death for the pup. It is now against the law for people to come within 100 yards of a seal on a beach to help prevent abandonment of pups. Sharks are natural predators to the monk seals. Seals often get tangled in fishermen's nets and other trash in the oceans. Another reason for the decline in the number of seals is the fact that the fish supply they eat has been reduced by fishermen.



So, is there anything we can do to help keep these animals from becoming extinct?  I think these low-life poachers should get the death penalty for killing an elephant or a rhino or a big cat or any other endangered animal.  Yes, we should throw the poachers into a pit with a bunch of hungry lions and see how tough they are without their guns.  We can quit building all those big houses up in the mountains where the animals live.  Us people in Hawaii can stay away from those cute Hawaiian Monk Seals.  That would be a good start.  
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