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I guess you heard about the big UN climate summit in Copenhagen, Denmark last month (7-18 December 2009) where delegates from 193 countries discussed possible solutions to global warming and how to fund global greenhouse gas emission cuts.  President Barack Obama and other world leaders flying into Copenhagen had to face freezing weather as a blizzard dumped 6 inches of snow on the Danish capital. Outside the Bella Center where the talks were going on, some 40,000 protesters – most from poor nations – were calling for immediate action to deal with global warming.  They also wanted a lot of money from the U.S. and other richer countries to do this. The goal of this summit was to get a politically binding agreement on curbing global greenhouse gas emissions. They failed! What came out of Copenhagen was an “unsigned” draft accord that isn’t even legally binding. World scientists blamed the U.S. and China for blocking the desired treaty.
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	President Obama Addresses Delegates at the UN Climate Summit
	Global Warming Protesters March in the Streets of Copenhagen


Is this global warming crisis real or not? In this column, I will give you the facts and my opinion on the matter.
The one person in the United States who has been the most vocal about the dangers of global warming is Al Gore.  You know, the former Vice president who said he invented the Internet. Gore is an environmental activist who has received a number of awards for his movie documentary (An Inconvenient Truth), books, and speeches about global warming.  Here are a few of his quotes:

“Two thousand scientists, in a hundred countries, engaged in the most elaborate, well organized scientific collaboration in the history of humankind, have produced long-since a consensus that we will face a string of terrible catastrophes unless we act to prepare ourselves and deal with the underlying causes of global warming.”
“The warnings about global warming have been extremely clear for a long time. We are facing a global climate crisis. It is deepening. We are entering a period of consequences.”
“The good news is we know what to do. The good news is, we have everything we need now to respond to the challenge of global warming. We have all the technologies we need, more are being developed, and as they become available and become more affordable when produced in scale, they will make it easier to respond. But we should not wait, we cannot wait, we must not wait.”
I like George W. Bush’s take on this global warming problem.
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	Al Gore
	George W. Bush


What is happening to the world that is making these scientists so worried about global warming?

The last 30 years have seen the warmest surface temperatures in recorded history, and the past several years have been among the warmest on record. Global warming is blamed for the 1.3 degree Fahrenheit temperature increase in the United States over the past 100 years.  Although this warming is uneven, Alaska has warmed 4 to 7 degrees in just the past 50 years. Glaciers and mountain snows are rapidly melting—for example, Montana's Glacier National Park now has only 27 glaciers, versus 150 in 1910.  Glaciers and ice are melting in Greenland, northern Alaska, Siberia, and the Antarctica. The polar ice cap is now melting at the alarming rate of nine percent per decade. The Arctic ice thickness has decreased 40 percent since 1960.  Polar bears are already suffering from the sea-ice loss.  All this ice melting is causing sea levels to rise. Coral reefs, which are highly sensitive to small changes in water temperature, are suffered the worst bleaching ever recorded. Experts expect these sorts of events to increase in frequency and intensity in the next 50 years as sea temperatures rise.  There has also been an upsurge in the amount of extreme weather events, such as wildfires, heat waves, and strong tropical storms.
What do Al Gore and all these scientists say is causing this global warming problem?
They have concluded that we humans have caused all or most of the current planetary warming. Industrialization, deforestation, and pollution have greatly increased atmospheric concentrations of water vapor, carbon dioxide, methane, and nitrous oxide, all greenhouse gases that help trap heat near Earth's surface.  Humans are pouring carbon dioxide into the atmosphere much faster than plants and oceans can absorb it.
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	Power Plants and Factories
	Cars, Trucks, and Heavy Equipment


The five countries that are most responsible for this carbon dioxide pollution are the United States, China, India, Russia and Japan.  

What do these people say will happen in the near future if we don’t do something about global warming soon?

	New York City and coastal cities world-wide will be under water due to raising ocean levels.  Strong hurricanes, droughts, heat waves, wildfires, and other natural disasters will become commonplace in many parts of the world. The growth of deserts will cause food shortages in many countries.  More than a million species will face extinction from disappearing habitat, changing ecosystems, and acidifying oceans.
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What do they say is the solution to the global warming problem?
All countries of the world must start using cleaner technologies for our energy and transportation systems. This means using electric, hydrogen, or fuel-efficient vehicles. This means using more renewable energy such as wind and sun. This means replacing coal power plants with a cleaner energy source.  This means reducing the consumption of oil. This means protecting all of the “rain” forests in the world. 

Bottom line: All countries must invest in green jobs and clean energy.

The problem is the required money to do all this considering there are 195 countries in the world and most of them are developing “poor” nations.  President Obama stated that the United States will be moving forward to chart a greener energy path and reduce greenhouse-gas emissions. Obama backs long-term financial support for developing countries but wants a way to verify what they are doing with the money we give them.
It is now time for the other side of the global warming argument. There are many scientists and other educated people who think this whole global warming thing is a big hoax.  If you look at the whole universe and the history of the world, what is happening now is just where we’re at in the Earth’s climate cycle. Actually, the Earth is a cold planet dominated by ice ages and glaciers for the past several million years.  This warm spell we are currently enjoying is just a temporary reprieve from the deep freeze to come. About every 100,000 years, the Earth's climate warms up temporarily. These warm periods appear to last approximately 15,000 to 20,000 years before regressing back to a cold ice age climate. At year 18,000, our current warm vacation from the Ice Age is much nearer to its end than its beginning. 
There is nothing us humans can do to stop global warming or the next global cooling (Ice Age).  These cyclical warm or cold periods are caused by the earth’s tilt, rotation and orbit, as well as variations in the sun’s energy output.
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During the last 100 years there have been two general cycles of warming and cooling recorded in the U.S. We are currently in the second warming cycle. Overall, U.S. temperatures show no significant warming trend over the last 100 years


The idea that man-made pollution is responsible for global warming is not supported by historical fact. The period known as the Holocene Maximum is a good example because it was the hottest period in human history. The interesting thing is this period occurred approximately 6000 years ago long before humans invented industrial pollution. Carbon dioxide in our atmosphere has been increasing steadily for the last 18,000 years - long before humans invented smokestacks.  Total human contributions to greenhouse gases account for only about 0.28% of the "greenhouse effect”. If we are in a global warming crisis today, even the most aggressive and costly proposals for limiting industrial carbon dioxide emissions would have a negligible effect on the global climate.
I tend to believe these scientists who say us humans have very little effect on global warming or global cooling. There is nothing we can do about global warming but I am in favor of cleaning up the pollution in our atmosphere. The Earth is running out of oil and we need to find other “cleaner” energy sources.  So, if this global warming scare will help do this, I’m all for it.

Al Gore is a hypocrite! Gore tells Americans they must change their lives to curb their carbon-gobbling ways: Switch to compact fluorescent light bulbs, turn down the thermostat, use a clothesline, drive a hybrid, ride a bike or walk, cut way back on our electricity consumption etc. But if Al Gore is the world's role model for ecology, the planet Earth is doomed! Gore’s Tennessee 20-room mansion uses over 220,000 kilowatt-hours a year, more than 20 times the national average of 10,500 kilowatt-hours. His electric bill averages over $30,000 a year! Gore flies all over the U.S. warning the country about the perils of global warming in his private Gulfstream Jet.  An average trip emits more than 50,000 pounds of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere (to fly this one person and his huge ego).  Hey, you can’t expect the “great” Al Gore to live in an average sized house and fly commercial “coach” class – can you?
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	Don’t throw out your warm clothes – the next Ice Age will be here before you know it.
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