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	Hawaii 2007 Top Stories
January 2, 2008


Well, in the year 2007, there is not even any debate on the top story of the year.  The University of Hawaii Warriors football team going undefeated, winning the WAC championship and going to the BCS Sugar Bowl has created more excitement than any other single event in Hawaii that I can remember.  It has been front page news every since they beat the University of Washington and got invited to play the University of Georgia in the Sugar Bowl in New Orleans.  It is the primary topic of discussion in the working place, in the bars and at all of the holiday parties.  All available Sugar Bowl game tickets were snapped up quickly and there will be more than 15,000 Hawaii fans in New Orleans at the game.  There will be more Sugar Bowl game parties in Hawaii on New Years Day then the Super Bowl ever had.  Yes, Warrior mania has hit the state of Hawaii in a big way.  
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	UH Offensive Lineman


Not only is the UH football team going 12-0 the top story of the year, the Colt Brennan story would be number two and the June Jones story would be number three.  I will call these 1a and 1b on my list of the top 10 Hawaii year 2007 stories. 

Colt Brennan become a state hero earlier this year when the 6-foot-3, 200-pound Brennan withdrew his name from the 2007 NFL Draft and in an emotional press conference opted to return for his senior season.  As a junior, Brennan led the Warriors to an 11-3 record and a Sheraton Hawaii Bowl victory over Arizona State.  This season, he set the NCAA career TD passing record with a total of 131 touchdown passes in only 37 games.  He also holds 28 other NCAA Division1-A records.  Coach June Jones says that Colt Brennan is the most accurate and best quarterback in college football.  Colt was selected to attend the Heisman Trophy event in New York City and ended up in third place behind Darren McFadden (Arkansas) and the winner Tim Tebow (Florida).  To top things off, he just recently received his degree in communications.  Colt Brennan had a dream college career even though he looked pretty bad in the Sugar Bowl with Hawaii losing 41-10.
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Colt has made himself at home in the Hawaiian Islands.  Are those “flip flops” he has on during the UH Graduation Ceremony?  Colton James Brennan was born August 16, 1983 in Laguna Beach, California and attended Mater Dei High School in Orange County.  He helped his high school win the league championship in basketball as a senior and was the back-up quarterback to Matt Leinart.  
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	June Sheldon Jones III was born February 19, 1953 in Portland, Oregon.  Jones played quarterback on three college teams: Oregon (1971-1972), Hawaii (1973-1974), and Portland State (1975-1976).  It is during his time at Portland State that he would be introduced to the Run and Shoot offense by Mouse Davis.  Coach Jones started his coaching career as a graduate assistant under Dick Tomey at the University of Hawaii.  He went on to be a head coach for the Atlanta Falcons and the San Diego Chargers.  He came to Hawaii in 1999 replacing Fred von Appen who was fired after losing 18 games in a row.  Jones current record at Hawaii is 75-40 and he has passed Dick Tomey to become the winningest head coach in Hawaii football history.  He also has a 4-1 record in the bowls. Jones nearly died in a car accident on February 22, 2001, missing the spring season because of his injuries. During his tenure at Hawaii, he has coached five All-Americans, 52 all-conference performers, and eight NFL draft picks. In particular, Jones claims to have made a special effort to recruit local talent (especially Polynesian kids) in his players and coaching staff.    
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The #2 story is the Hawaii Superferry that set sail in Hawaiian waters in September.  But it was not without trouble - hundreds of protesters on surfboards, swimming in the harbor and lining the docks held the Hawaii Superferry at bay for nearly two hours at Nawiliwili Harbor on Kaua'i, setting the stage for a legal showdown in a Maui courtroom.  
The environmental issues finally got resolved and Superferry is back in business. The Superferry, 340 feet long and 80 feet wide—imagine a three-deck football field—is capable of transporting 900 people, 200 cars and 15 trucks from Oahu to Maui, Kauai or the Big Island. Sailing at a rate of 48 mph, an Oahu-to-Maui or Oahu-to-Kauai trip will take approximately three hours. Excursions to the Big Island will take four hours.
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	The death of Don Ho is the #3 story.  Don Ho began singing at his mother’s club, Honey’s in 1959 and in 1963, he moved from Kaneohe to Waikiki where he became the most famous and most recognized Hawaiian entertainer ever.  In 1965, he began to sing at high profile locations such as Las Vegas, Lake Tahoe, and New York City.  In 1966, Ho released his most famous song, Tiny Bubbles, which was a Top 20 billboard song for over a year.  He hosted the Don Ho Show on ABC television in 1976 and 1977.  His daughter, Hōkū, performed with her father in his Waikīkī show and in 2000 went on to become a nationally known recording artist in her own right.  Ho died in Waikiki from heart failure on April 14, 2007 at age 76.    
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The fifth biggest story was Hurricane Flossie which brushed the islands on August 13th with maximum sustained winds of 140 mph, gusting to 167 mph. It passed about 100 miles to the southwest of the islands.  


Strong winds and heavy rain hit Hawaii on December 5th making it the fourth biggest story in 2007. Winds over 70 mph caused extensive damage on Oahu including 62 blown off roofs, over 100 trees blown down, and 47 electric poles blown down. Power outages were wide-spread with some area without electricity for over 24 hours. The heavy rain caused flooding and massive traffic problems. It was like a monstrous hurricane!
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The 6th biggest stories of 2007 is the retirement of Riley Wallace who coached the UH Rainbow Warriors for 20 seasons.  The 7th biggest story is the hiring of Bob Nash who has a long association with the University of Hawaii from his playing days in the early 1970s to his 26-year ascent from graduate assistant to assistant coach to associate coach and, finally, head coach.  
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	The North Shore brush fire that consumed more than 1,500 acres, closed roads and forced the evacuation of at least two housing areas on the North Shore during the week of 13 August is the 8th biggest story.


	The Leilehua Mules (from Wahiawa) wins the High School Division I football championship by beating the mighty Saint Louis Crusaders 20-16 is the 9th biggest story.  The Mules were led by sophomore quarterback Andrew Manley, who was called up from the junior varsity team during the Mule playoff run.  He threw the game winning touchdown pass with only 36 seconds left in the game in front of 15,583 fans at Aloha Stadium.
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	The number 10 and last top story for 2007 is teenage golf phenom Tadd Fujikawa turning pro at age 16. Playing as an amateur at age 15, he qualified for the 2006 U.S. Open, the youngest golfer since 1941 to do so. In 2007, he made the cut in a PGA Tour event at the Sony Open in Hawaii. At the age of 16 years, 4 days, he was the second youngest player to ever achieve that feat. Fujikawa is a junior at Moanalua High School in Honolulu, Hawaii.  Partially as a result of his premature birth, Fujikawa stands only 5 feet 1 inch tall and weighs 155 lbs. (And for the first time in several years, Michelle Wie was a non-story)


You might have noticed that over half of my top stories are sports related.  Since I only read the front page and all of the sports pages in the newspaper, that could have had something to do with it but I think I was quite objective in my selections.  I mean, who wants to hear about Duane “Dog” Chapman spewing his racist rant or about the Waikele beating that touched off a major race debate? The year 2007 was a good year since I made it through without “kicking the bucket” and have remained relatively healthy for my advanced age.  There is a new movie out called “The Bucket List” staring Jack Nicholson and Morgan Freeman where two terminally ill men escape from a cancer ward and head off on a road trip with a wish list of to-dos before they die.  I got thinking about this and have decided that we all should have a list of things we want to do before we bite the dust.  It is no fun sitting around the house waiting to die – we need to get out there and accomplish some of our dreams.  I’m going to call my list – “The Dust List.”  So, let’s all do something we always wanted to do in the coming year.  I wish all of you and your families a happy, healthy, lucky and prosperous year 2008.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!
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