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	The Homelessness Problem (Part II) -

Statistics

June 2006


How bad is the homelessness problem?  It is really bad and getting progressively worse!!  Here are some statistics that should startle you. 

Nation-wide (Population is about 300 million)

There are 750,000 homeless people on any given night.
There are 2 million over the course of a year.
There are 7 million over a 5 year period.
40% are veterans

70% are adult males

75% are single

45% have some form of mental illness

6% have severe mental illness 

60% have addictions to drugs or alcohol

30% are families 
8% are homeless youth (12-17 years old)

STATE-BY-STATE COUNT

The number of homeless people (estimated) count in 2005 in each state and the District of Columbia compared with each state's rank by overall population. 

Rank  
State  


Population
Pop. Rank  
Homeless  

1.  
California

35,200,000
  1  

200,000 

2.  
Florida

16,750,000 
  4  

  70,000 

3.  
New York

19,200,000
  3  

  62,000 

4.  
Texas  

22,000,000
  2  

  42,000 

5. 
Michigan

10,100,000
  8  

  28,000 

6.  
Colorado

  4,600,000
22  

  22,000 

7. 
Washington

  6,100,000  
15  

  18,000 

8. 
Illinois


12,650,000
  5  

  17,500 

9. 
Ohio  


11,450,000
  7  

  16,500 

10. 
Oregon

  3,550,000
27  

  16,200 

11. 
New Jersey

  8,600,000
10  

  16,000 

12. 
Pennsylvania

12,350,000
  6 

  15,500 

13. 
Massachusetts
  6,500,000
13  

  15,000 

14.  
Georgia

  8,600,000 
  9  

  12,600 

15. 
North Carolina
  8,350,000
11  

  11,500 

16. 
Virginia

  7,300,000
12  

  10,800 

17. 
Indiana

  6,200,000
14 

  10,000 

18.  
Nevada

  2,200,000
35  

    9,900 

19. 
Maryland

  5,500,000
19  

    9,400 

20.  
Missouri

  5,700,000
17  

    9,300 

21. 
Iowa 


  3,000,000
30  

    8,600 

22. 
Tennessee

  5,800,000
16 

    8,400 

23.  
Arizona

  5,500,000
18  

    8,200 

24. 
Rhode Island

  1,100,000
43  

    8,000 

25. 
Minnesota

  5,100,000  
21  

    7,900 

26. 
Wisconsin

  5,450,000
20  

    7,800 

27. 
South Carolina
  4,150,000
25  

    7,500 

28. 
District of Columbia
     575,000
50  

    7,100 

29.  
Hawaii 

  1,300,000
42  

    7,000 

30. 
Arkansas

  2,750,000
32  

    6,500 

31. 
Kansas

  2,750,000
33  

    5,900 

32. 
Louisiana

  4,500,000
24  

    5,800 

33.  
Connecticut

  3,500,000  
29  

    5,400 

34. 
New Mexico

  1,900,000
36  

    5,300 

35. 
Alabama

  4,500,000
23  

    5,100 

36. 
Oklahoma

  3,500,000
28 

    4,800 

37. 
Kentucky

  4,100,000
26 

    4,700 

38.  
Nebraska

  1,750,000
38  

    3,300 

39. 
New Hampshire
  1,300,000
41 

    3,300 

40.  
Utah


  2,350,000
34  

    2,800 

41.  
Alaska 

     650,000 
47  

    2,400 

42. 
Maine 


  1,300,000
40  

    2,300 

43. 
West Virginia

  1,800,000  
37  

    1,700 

44. 
Mississippi

  2,900,000
31  

    1,600 

45. 
Montana

     910,000  
44  

    1,400 

46. 
Delaware

     810,000
45  

    1,100 

47. 
South Dakota

     765,000
46  

    1,100 

48. 
Vermont

     620,000
49  

    1,000 

49. 
North Dakota

     635,000
48  

       700 

50. 
Idaho  

  1,350,000
39 

       600 

51. 
Wyoming

     500,000
51 

       500 

Total 






750,000

Hawaii (Population is about 1.3 million)

The count is around 7,000 homeless people on any given night.  The rounded breakout by county:


Honolulu (Oahu)
4,000


Maui


1,300


Hawaii

1,300


Kauai


   400

The number of homeless people doubled between the years 1999 to 2003.  The number of homeless people living on our beaches has tripled since 2003.  Let’s take a closer look at who these homeless people are:
3150 (45%) have some sort of mental illness  
 

2800 (40%) are veterans

2100 (30%) are families (1400 children)

1400 (20%) have jobs 

1400 (20%) other homeless men

560 (8%) are homeless youth (12-17)

140 (2%) other homeless women

There are 15,000 homeless people over the course of a year.
There are 200,000 hidden homeless who rely on public assistance, family and friends for help.
There are 155,000 at risk who would become homeless if they lost primary source of income for 3 months.
1400 (20%) are the “chronic” homeless who use 50% of the total resources.
Hawaii has 57% homeownership (The national average is 68%).
Hawaii has an 11% poverty rate (The national average is 12%).
Now I’m getting worried!!  If I lost my primary source of income for 3 months, I'd be down there living in the park with the rest of the homeless.  The more I think about it, most of the people I know would be in the same boat if those paychecks quit coming in for a few weeks.

A lot of people in Hawaii think most of the homeless people are being sent here from other states.  They are partially correct.  A recent survey of the downtown homeless showed that 43% of them have lived in Hawaii for more than 5 years; 17% have lived here for 1 to 5 years and 40% of the homeless have lived here for less than 1 year.  State-wide, about 25% of the homeless have lived here less than 5 years.  How does a "down and out" homeless person get the money to buy an airline ticket to Hawaii?

Every state has a plan (some have multiple plans) for resolving the homelessness problem.  The Federal Government has many plans for helping the homeless.  Most of these plans are helping but none of them are working to reduce the number of homeless people in the United States!   
    (See Part III of the Homelessness Problem next week)
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