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	IRAQ – A History Lesson (Part II) –
The New Iraq

June 2006


                         (This is the last of 2 parts)
After World War I, the new Iraq was occupied by and under British control.  The current borders of Iraq and most Middle Eastern nations, such as Syria and Palestine/Israel, were drawn by the conquering Europeans, often with little regard to the preferences of the people who were to live in these newly created nations.  Thus, Iraq became a nation with three large demographic groups; the Sunni Kurds in the north, the Sunni Arabs in the middle of the country, and the Shiite Arabs in the south.
The Great Iraqi Revolution (May 1920-Feb. 1921) was a rebellion by Iraqi Arabs against the rule of the British Mandate.  Many Iraqi nationalists, who believed independence would result from the ejection of the Turks, were severely disappointed with the establishment of the British. The Mandate government almost completely excluded Iraqis, as the British imported experienced civil servants from India (also ruled by Britain) to help administer the country. In northern Iraq, the British allowed thousands of Christian refugees escaping persecution in Turkey, to settle in mostly Muslim Iraq. The rebellion was suppressed by the British military. This was considered to be the First Anglo-Iraqi War.

After a troublesome rebellion led by Iraqi nationalists (which left hundreds of British soldiers dead), Britain installed their figurehead, Prince Faisal, as king of Iraq. King Faisal promised to safeguard British oil-interests and he indeed granted large oil-concessions to British firms. Despite Faisal's Islamic and pan-Arab credentials, he was not an Iraqi and nationalists viewed the monarchy itself as an illegitimate British-created institution. Running Iraq proved expensive and troublesome for the British. In 1929, a newly elected British Labor government promised independence and in 1932 it was granted, with Faisal as king. One year later Faisal suddenly died.
In 1941, during World War II, Iraqi army commanders staged a coup under the leadership of Rashid Ali al-Gaylani, who was suspected by the allies of pro-German sympathies. In the eyes of London the coup threatened the vital oil supply from the northern Iraq oilfields upon which the British warfare in the Mediterranean depended. British and Indian forces landed in Basra and headed for Baghdad. At the same time the British-run Arab Legion marched from Transjordan and attacked Rashid Ali's troops in the West. The Iraqi army, fighting from behind defense lines organized along canals and fields flooded from water unleashed from tributaries of the Tigris and Euphrates, put up a respectable resistance. But on 30th May, the allied forces scattered Iraqi units on the outskirts of Baghdad. To avoid the prospects of a house-to-house street battle, the British general Clark opted for bluff — an interpreter phoned Rashid Ali's headquarters with exaggerated reports of British strength. The Iraqi leader panicked and scuttled to Persia. The British signed a lenient armistice that allowed the Iraqi army to retain its arms and return to its peacetime garrisons. From then on Iraq cooperated with the allies.
The First Arab-Israeli War (1948-1949) came after Israel declared independence from the British Mandate Authority on May 1, 1948, and was subsequently invaded by the armies of Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, and Saudi Arabia. This is actually a continuation of the violence between Jewish (Israeli) militias and Palestinian Arab militias in the lead up to the British withdrawal. The war concluded on July 20, 1949 with the last Israeli armistice with the Arab nations. A legal state of war continued to exist, despite the temporary end of conventional combat. A legal state of war between Iraq and Israel continues to this day.
Mustafa Barzani (March 14, 1903–March 1, 1979) was a Kurdish nationalist leader and President of the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP). Barzani was legendary to many of his people. He was one of the most inspired, tenacious and resilient Kurdish leaders with a commitment to the struggle for Kurdish interests. He led several revolts and armed struggles, notably from 1961 to 1963, and from April 1974 to May 1975.

Baghdad was the scene of another coup in 1958 let by General Abdul Karim Qassim, a nationalist officer. He overthrew the monarchy and established a republic. In 1963 Qassim was overthrown by officers of the Baath Party who took control of virtually all aspects of Iraqi society. The architect of that program was Saddam Hussein, who officially became president in 1979.
Saddam Hussein (born April 28, 1937), was the President of Iraq from 1979 until the United States-led invasion of Iraq reached Baghdad on April 9, 2003.  As president, Saddam ran an authoritarian government and maintained power through the Iran-Iraq War (1980–1988) and the Gulf War (1991). Saddam's government repressed movements that it deemed threatening, particularly those of ethnic or religious groups that sought independence or autonomy. While he remained a popular hero among many Arabs for standing up to Israel and the United States, some in the international community continued to view Saddam with deep suspicion following the 1991 Gulf War.  Saddam was deposed by the United States and its allies during the 2003 invasion of Iraq. Captured by U.S. forces on December 13, 2003, Saddam is standing trial charged with crimes against humanity before the Iraq Special Tribunal, established by the Iraqi Interim Government.
[image: image3.jpg]



The First Persian Gulf War (also known as the Iran-Iraq War) - 1980-1988 - In 1975, Iraq and Iran came to an agreement on the disputed Shatt al-Arab waterway which provides Iraq’s only outlet to the sea.  In exchange for Iran stopping support for Kurdish rebels, Iraq agreed to share the Shatt al-Arab with Iran.  This and other disputes over their common border, plus the belief that the 1979 revolution had weakened Iran, led Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein to launch an invasion of Iran on September 22, 1980.  After initial successes, the Iraqi army ground to a halt and soon retreated under repeated assaults by the numerically larger Iranian Army and Revolutionary Guards.  After the Iranians pushed the war into Iraq, Saddam’s forces began using chemical weapons.  By 1988, both nations faced exhaustion and, after nearly a million casualties between them, agreed to end the conflict.  

Osiraq Reactor Raid - June 7, 1981 – Fearing the consequences of a successful Iraqi nuclear weapons program, Israel launched a pre-emptive air strike on the Osiraq nuclear reactor (under construction) in June, 1981.  One of the pilots (the youngest) in that raid was Ilan Ramon, who later became Israel’s first astronaut, and who died in the Space Shuttle Columbia tragedy on February 1, 2003.
Kurdish Revolt - 1983-1988 –During the Iran-Iraq War (1980-1988), Iraqi Kurds, aided by Iran, fought against Iraqi government forces. In 1987 and 1988, the Iraqi military used chemical weapons to kill thousands of Kurds (including many civilians) in a successful effort to break the back of the resistance.
The Second Persian Gulf War (known in the U.S. as “Operation Desert Storm”—Aug. 2, 1990-Feb. 1991 – On August 2, 1990, Iraqi forces invaded and quickly conquered the small, oil-rich emirate of Kuwait.  Almost immediately, an international coalition of nations gathered a powerful military force under the authority of the United Nations and the leadership of the United States, first to defend the oil-rich kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and secondly, to force Iraq to withdraw from occupied Kuwait. From the beginning of the crisis, the United Kingdom, led by Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, worked very closely with the U.S. in assuming a determined posture against Saddam Hussein's territorial ambition.
The Third Persian Gulf War (known in the U.S. as “Operation Iraqi Freedom”) - March 19, 2003 - Present – The current war can be seen in at least two distinct phases: The Invasion and the Occupation. Though Saddam's regime fell fairly quickly, the insurgency was able to gain strength in large part because the U.S. and Coalition leadership was slow to recognize that they had a developing guerrilla movement underfoot. Though the Iraqi people have voted, and now have an elected government (featuring a Kurdish president), the situation is now changing from a war against the occupier, to becoming more of a civil war among Iraqis.
In summary, we have learned that the people of this region invented and were the first to use many things such as writing, irrigation, science, mathematics, and the wheel.  The Sumerians were the first literate society and contributed greatly to humanity.  We also learned that Iraq has endured about 5,000 years of Wars, revolts, conflicts, and civil unrest.  It is not likely there will be peace any time soon in the middle-east. Iraq and middle-east oil will always be a temptation for many other countries.  The lesson that politicians and generals time after time forget is:  Conquering Iraq and Baghdad is not all that difficult.  The real problems come afterwards when you occupy the country and must face the population, who are much more dangerous than the regime.
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