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	Islamic Terrorism (Part II) –
The biggest problem facing the World

June 2006


                         (This is the last of 2 parts)
Al-Qaeda has its origins in the uprising against the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan. Thousands of volunteers from around the Middle East came to Afghanistan as holy warriors fighting to defend fellow Muslims. In the mid-1980s, Osama bin Laden became the prime financier for an organization that recruited Muslims from mosques around the world. These "Afghan Arab" warriors, which numbered in the thousands, were crucial in defeating Soviet forces.
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After the Soviets withdrew from Afghanistan, bin Laden returned to his native Saudi Arabia. He founded an organization to help veterans of the Afghan war, many of whom went on to fight elsewhere (including Bosnia). This organization became the basis of al-Qaeda. 

Bin Laden also studied with radical Islamic thinkers and may have already been organizing al-Qaeda when Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990. Bin Laden was outraged when the government allowed U.S. troops to be stationed in Saudi Arabia, the birthplace of Islam. In 1991 he was expelled from Saudi Arabia for anti-government activities. 

After his expulsion from Saudi Arabia, bin Laden established headquarters for al-Qaeda in Khartoum, Sudan. The first actions of al-Qaeda against American interests were attacks on U.S. servicemen in Somalia. In 1994 Sudan—under pressure from Saudi Arabia and the U.S.—expelled bin Laden, who moved his base of operations to Afghanistan.  After a string of terrorist actions orchestrated by al-Qaeda, bin Laden issued a "Declaration of War" against the U.S.  Bin Laden was the "guest" of the Taliban until the U.S. drove them from power in Nov. 2001. 

Although al-Qaeda and Osama bin Laden have become virtually synonymous, bin Laden does not run the organization single-handedly. His top advisor is Dr. Ayman al-Zawahiri, al-Qaeda's theological leader and bin Laden's probable successor.  Al-Zawahiri is suspected of helping organize the 1997 massacre of 67 foreign tourists in the Egyptian town of Luxor and was indicted in connection with the bombing of U.S. embassies in Tanzania and Kenya. In 1998, he was one of five Islamic leaders to sign on to bin Laden's declaration calling for attacks against U.S. citizens. He is wanted by the FBI and has been sentenced to death by Egypt in absentia. 
Al-Qaeda's leadership oversees a loosely organized network of cells. It can recruit members from thousands of "Arab Afghan" veterans and radicals around the world. Its infrastructure is small, mobile, and decentralized—each cell operates independently with its members not knowing the identity of other cells. Local operatives rarely know anyone higher up in the organization's hierarchy. Al-Qaeda differs significantly from more traditional terrorist organizations. It does not depend on the sponsorship of a political state or country. Instead, al-Qaeda operates as a franchise. 

The principal goals of al-Qaeda are to drive Americans and American influence out of all Muslim nations, especially Saudi Arabia; destroy Israel; and topple pro-Western dictatorships around the Middle East. Bin Laden has also said that he wishes to unite all Muslims and establish, by force if necessary, an Islamic nation.  According to bin Laden's religious decree, it is the duty of Muslims around the world to wage holy war on the U.S., American citizens, and Jews. Muslims who do not heed this call are declared apostates (people who have forsaken their faith). 
It is a proven "fact" that in countries such as Saudi Arabia, Syria, Iran, Lebanon, and Pakistan, Muslim children are taught (in schools, churches and homes) to hate Jews, Americans and other non-Muslims.  In some of these countries, such as Saudi Arabia, it is a capital offense to try and become a non-Muslim.  Saudi Arabia and its network of charities is the primary source of funding for Islamic terrorists.  More terrorists come from Saudi Arabia than any other country.  15 out of the 19 9-11 hijackers were from Saudi Arabia.  Osama bin Laden is from Saudi Arabia.  Saudi Arabia is supposed to be our friend!!  I don't think so!  The Saudi Arabian government is two-faced and cannot be trusted. The United States needs their oil and they depend on our armed forces to protect their country.
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Wahhabism, a conservative and intolerant form of Islam, is practiced in Saudi Arabia.  A direct consequence of there being no religious freedom is that every Saudi woman is forced by the state to conform to Wahhabi religious edicts restricting dress, transportation, movement, due-process rights, and the ability to participate in civic life.  It is clear to almost everyone that the Muslim Religion discriminates against women.  This isn't going to change any time soon.  Some times we forget how lucky we are to live in America where we are truly free to live our lives the way we want to.
We are at war.  All terrorists World-wide must be tracked down and killed or put away.  We cannot rest until this is done.  People who are preaching that the terrorist attacks are America's own fault are stupid cowards and are only helping the terrorists.  If they don't like it here in America, they should go find another country.  It is going to take a World-wide effort to stop these radical Muslim terrorists.  Osama bin Laden lead terrorists want to kill all non-Muslims where ever we might live.  It won't be easy, but all freedom "loving" nations must unite and stop these idiots.

So, how are we going to fight these terrorists?

First of all, our military (including the Reserves and National Guard) needs to be re-trained to fight terrorism.  There is a "transformation" going on in the military today, but they are still training soldiers to fight Wars like we have always done – one country against another country.  This is not going to work any more.  The military must be trained specifically to fight terrorists.  This requires a different type of training.  Bring in a bunch of ex-terrorists to help out with the training.  The military thinking process must change.   

Countries that support terrorists and terrorism must know they are in big trouble economically and militarily.  Funding to terrorists must be cutoff.  Let's do something about Saudi Arabia, who is the biggest supporter and provider of funds to terrorist organizations World-wide.  Terrorist training camps in any country should be bombed and Special Commando Squads sent in to finish the job and then get out quickly.  History has proved that it is not a good idea to occupy any Muslin country for a long period of time. 

The next thing that needs to be done, immediately, is to secure our borders.  It is too easy for terrorists to enter this country.  Border patrols must be beefed up and we need to start using the military and National Guard to help.  Our docks need special attention.  We have been concentrating on the "bad guys" coming in by air and not so much coming in by ship or boat.  Next, we must identify and get all the "illegals" out of this country.  Start with the young illegal Muslin men who are most likely to be terrorists.  The Government should use profiling and every other means available in order to accomplish this task.  If a person does not belong in this country, send them back to where they came from.  Every effort should be made to help hard-working immigrants get the necessary papers etc. to stay legally.

The U.S. must reduce it's dependants on foreign oil - especially from the mid-east countries.  The oil we do have should not be exported to other countries.  Why are we are exporting Alaskan oil to Japan?  Any excess oil should be stockpiled.  Alternate energy sources must be explored.  Battery and hydrogen powered cars need to be improved and put on the market soon.  More nuclear power plants should be built to provide electrically power for our cities.  We have the technology to run these plants safely and how to secure them against terrorist attacks.  While we are at it, we must secure our water supply.  This needs to be done now!  Our Government must use all resources available to protect American citizens.

We must get our friends back.  A lot of countries were against the War in Iraq.  Our leaders must do whatever is necessary to make amends and to get along with the other countries of the World.  This is a small World and we need all the help we can get to defeat terrorism.  The United States can no longer be the World's Police Force.  We must respect and work together with the other countries of the World.  If one of these other countries supports terrorism, that is a different story – the rest of the World must make life as miserable as possible for them.
Muslims, world-wide, must standup and denounce terrorism.  The vast majority of Muslims are law-abiding citizens who don't believe in killing innocent people.  I researched over one hundred websites on the Muslim Religion and I didn't see or read about even one Muslim denouncing these acts of terrorism.  Why is this?  They state that they are peace loving and against suicide but that is as far as they will go.  The Muslim Religion does have leaders, doesn't it?  These Muslim leaders need to clarify how the Quran should be interrupted.  Muslim terrorists should be excommunicated.  It is not okay to kill non-Muslims.  It should be against the Quran to kill anybody.  Setup some strict rules on Jihad.  Every time a Muslim kills a non-Muslim, he cannot claim it was done in the name of Jihad.  It is not okay to kill yourself.  If you blow yourself up, you are not going to Paradise and you’re not going to get 72 virgins.  You are going to hell!  Muslims must get along with non-Muslims!!  In fact, law-abiding Muslims must help the rest of the World fight these terrorists and help defeat terrorism.
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