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There was an interesting column in Midweek a few weeks ago written by Jerry Coffee titled “Just What We Need, Islam Day”.  Our fearless leaders in the Hawaii State Legislature passed Bill HCR100, a resolution declaring September 24th as “Islam Day” in Hawaii.  Every woman present and all but three of the men voted for this bill. Coffee went on to say that there is no declared “Christian Day,” no “Judaism Day,” no “Buddhism Day,” no other “Day” generically honoring another religion. Yes, there are Christmas Day, Easter and Good Friday to commemorate specific events in our majority religion. This was the same legislature that passed the infamous “Aloha to Saddam” resolution. The fact that he has since been tried and hanged by his own people for his heinous war crimes illustrates the absurdity and naiveté of that resolution. 
The column quotes a college professor of religion and philosophy (James Arlandson) on the top 10 verses of the Quran that “oppresses and insults women”: 

10)  “A husband has sex with his wife as a plow goes into a field.” 
9)  “Husbands are a degree above their wives.” 

8)  “A male gets double the inheritance over that of a female.” 

7)  “A woman’s testimony counts half of a man’s .”
6)  “A wife may remarry her ex-husband if, and only if, she marries another man, they have sex, and then that second man divorces her.” 

5)  “Slave girls are sexual property of their male owners.” 

4)  “A man may be polygamous with up to four wives.” 

3)  “A husband may simply get rid of one of his undesirable wives.” 
2)  “Husbands may hit their wives even if the husband merely fears highhandedness in his wife.” 

1)  “Mature men are allowed to marry pre-pubes-cent girls.” 
So this is the religion that has apparently so enamored our ladies (and a few gentleman) of the Legislature that they are honoring it with its own Day! 
As you can probably guess, Jerry Coffee’s column brought a big outcry from local Muslim leaders and liberals state-wide (and we have a lot of liberals in Hawaii).  Hakim Ouansafi (President and Chairman of the Muslim Association of Hawaii) wrote a “rebuttal” column titled “Understanding Islam on Women” where he blasted Mr. Coffee and his views of the Islamic religion. Ouansafi also said that James Arlandon’s hatred for Islam is well documented. He said that there are similar verses in the Bible and some of the quotes in the Quran are sometimes taken out-of-context. He went on to state, “ In fact, under Islamic Law, a woman is considered an independent entity with the inalienable rights to choose her husband, work, acquire education and dispose of her wealth and property as she desires.” He also said that their only role model, Prophet Muhammad, stated that you should treat your women well.” 

I have my own views on this subject and I will not use quotes from the Quran or the Bible. I know how to use a computer and have taken the time to search the Internet for the information on this subject.  What you read in this column are the facts that I believe to be true.  
Not all Muslim women are treated badly but in the strict Islamic countries like Saudi Arabia, Afghanistan, and Iran, Muslim women face severe discrimination in almost all aspects of their lives on a daily basis.
In The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Islam is the official religion and all Saudi citizens have to be Muslims. There is no religious freedom.  Changing religions or preaching non-Muslim religions is prohibited and is punishable by death.  The Mutaween (The Religion Police) enforce this prohibition and are always on the lookout for women violating any of the following Islamic Laws:

Women make up just 5% of the workforce because they are not allowed to work with men.

Women live mostly segregated lives. There are separate entrances for men and women even in their own homes.  Women don’t go in the front door.

Women may not testify in court unless it is a personal matter not seen by a man. The testimony of a woman is not regarded as fact but as a presumption.

There are no laws criminalizing violence against women. 
Women are not allowed to participate in public life. A woman’s place is in the home caring for her husband and family.

Women cannot be outside the home without a related male (called a Mahram). Women can’t go any place without the permission of her husband.  Recently, a woman who was the victim of a gang rape was sentenced to six months in prison and 200 lashes for being outside the home alone. The male attackers were not punished.

Women convicted of adultery are sentenced to death by stoning.

Islam Law allows females half the inheritance share available to males.

Women are not allowed to drive or ride bicycles on public roads.

The so-called honor killing where the husband kills the wife is legal as long as the husband says the women did something to dishonor the family.

There is no age limits for marriage.  Young girls are forced to marry and will be handed over to her husband as soon as she is fit for sexual relations.

Women must dress and behave modestly. This means dressing with the sartorial hijab where the body is covered from head to toe.
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No woman has ever participated in the Olympics. It is very difficult to run or swim fast dressed in one of those hijabs!

Needless to say, no woman from Saudi Arabia has ever entered the Miss Universe Contest.

So, ladies – how would you like to live in Saudi Arabia?

But, if you think this is bad, it was much worse in the Taliban controlled Islamic Republic of Afghanistan.  Women were made to wear the burqa, a traditional dress covering the entire body except for a small screen to see out of. Taliban restrictions became more severe after they took control of the capital city of Kabul. In February 1998, religious police forced all women off the streets and issued new regulations ordering householders to blacken their windows, so women would not be visible from the outside.  Girls and women were not permitted to attend schools. Employment for women was restricted to the medical sector since male doctors were not allowed to examine women. The women who broke any Islamic Laws or Taliban rules were beaten or executed. 
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Discrimination against women is also bad in Iran. Women, regarded as second-class citizens under Iranian law, have been noticeably front and center of the massive demonstrations that have unfolded since the recent presidential election. Iranians are protesting the fraudulent vote count favoring the hard line incumbent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. This vote was a step backward for women because Ahmadinejad is a hard-liner who has made it easier for men to practice polygamy and harder for women to find jobs.  In spite of the overwhelming participation of women in the women rights movement and their demands to have more equal rights, even the most minuscule change in Iranian law has been rejected by fundamentalists who control the Islamic legal interpretations. Iran’s leaders have rejected all pleas for reform.
This is one of the biggest problems with the Islamic religion.  While other religions have changed for the better over time, the Islamic religion (especially in the Mid-east) has actually gotten stricter and the discrimination against women has gotten worse.

Let’s take a closer look at the Prophet Mohammed and see how he treated women.  Mohammed’s first wife was Khadija Bibi who was his employer and 15 years his senior. Khadija Bibi was a rich widow and Mohammed enjoyed a luxurious life and never had to work another day.  Khadija Bibi died when Mohammed was 49 years old. Between the ages of 49 and 63 the "Great Prophet" married at least 11 times.  Among his many other wives, Mohammed also married a 6 year old girl named Ayesha and said she was his favorite wife.  Mohammed wanted his adopted son's wife so he suddenly got a revelation from Allah declaring it is okay to take another man's wife.  Yes, Mohammed possessed an insatiable sexual appetite.  He broke his own Islamic law that says a man can have up to four wives. This is the Muslim’s only role model for how to treat women.

In my opinion there is no possible explanation that can justify the way women are treated in the Islamic religion. In some parts of the World, Muslim women have made giant steps in their quest to be equal with their male counterparts but this is not the case in the Mid-east.  
Here are some more facts about Mohammed, Islam, and Muslims that might shock you:

Did you know that Muhammad changed the Quran verses that speak of love, peace, and forgiveness, to state that Muslims must fight anyone who chooses not to convert to the Islamic religion?

Did you know that 99% of all terrorist world-wide are Muslims?

Did you know that every year racial Islamic Muslim terrorists commit over 3,000 attacks, kill over 6,000 innocent people, injure over 16,000 innocent people, and take over 6,000 hostages?  

Did you know that 15 out of the 19 9-11 terrorist hijackers were from Saudi Arabia?

Did you know that Osama bin Laden is from Saudi Arabia?

Did you know that Saudi Arabia executes more people (per capita) than any other country?  They executed 258 people during 2007-2008.  Their methods of execution are public beheading using a sharp sword and stoning.
Did you know that Islam is the second largest religion in the world? There are 1.3 billion Muslims in the world; 200 million in Mid-east; 8 million in the United States and 3500 Muslims living in Hawaii.
The Muslims (especially the women) living in the Mid-east are among the most unhappy people in the world. The happiest people in the world are from Denmark and the Scandinavian countries. Why? The way people are forced to live under the strict Islamic Law compared to the freedoms the people in the Scandinavian countries enjoy is the primary reason.  But I think another thing that makes the Scandinavian people so happy is the great beer.  Yes, if the Muslims were allowed to drink beer, the world would be a better place.

Just think about it. The men in the Mid-east countries are a bunch of frustrated, hateful, angry, and sober people with nothing better to do then plan terrorist attacks and beat their wives.  Life is so miserable that they line-up to become suicide bombers. This may be a slight exaggeration, but for a large group of Islamic Fundamentalist Muslims, they think they are doing what the Quran and the Prophet Mohammed has directed them to do. 
Jerry Coffee is right!  There should be no Islam Day in Hawaii.  In fact, the world should be outraged over the Islam injustice toward women.  Something needs to be done about it.  All people on earth deserve the right to be free, to play games, have fun, be happy and have a cold beer when they want one.   
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