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The Utah Jazz is my favorite NBA team.  Being from Utah and since there are no professional teams in Hawaii probably has something to do with this fact.  As I write this column, Utah has just won the Northwest Division of the Western Conference and will play Houston in the playoffs.  I hope they go all the way.  I think they currently have the best Jazz team since 1997-1998 when John Stockton and Karl Malone lead them to the NBA finals against Michael Jordan and the Chicago Bulls.  Utah should have won the championship that year but the referees let Jordan push-off (cheat) against Bryon Russell and sink the shot that beat the Jazz.  They got robbed!!
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	Both Malone and Stockton have their own statues in front of the arena that was renamed last year from the Delta Center to the Energy Solutions Arena.


In 1974, the expansion New Orleans Jazz became the eighteenth franchise in the National Basketball Association. The colors of the Mardi Gras--purple, green and gold--were chosen as the Jazz colors. State hero Pete Maravich, college basketball's all-time leading scorer at LSU, was acquired for a high price from Atlanta and the fledgling Jazz were ready for the inaugural season. The Jazz lost their first eleven games, and Coach Scotty Robertson was fired four games later. The Jazz won only 23 games in the 1974-75 seasons and in their five years in New Orleans, they never played .500 ball. The franchise was paying a mammoth rent and going broke - It was time to move.
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	Hall of Famer "Pistol Pete" Maravich was a spectacular showman who helped open up the game of basketball in the 1970s. He played 10 productive seasons in the NBA, earning five trips to the NBA All-Star Game and one league scoring title. Utah was never able to make the playoffs while Maravich was playing and traded him to the Boston Celtics in 1980.  Sadly, Pete Maravich died in 1988 of a heart attack while playing in a pickup basketball game in California.  He was 40 years old.


The New Orleans Jazz moved to Salt Lake City and became the Utah Jazz in 1979. Even though the Jazz sponsored a contest to pick a new nickname and team colors, the old ones were retained for some unknown reason. Doesn’t it seem a little strange that the Jazz are in Salt Lake City and the Saints (pro football team) are in New Orleans? The first year in Utah didn't go too good with 24 wins and an average home attendance of 7,821 playing at the Salt Palace. The rare bright spot was Adrian Dantley, who had been acquired from the Los Angeles Lakers for Spencer Haywood at the start of the season. Dantley was named the first Utah Jazz All-Star and led the West in scoring with 23 points in the league's all-star game.  Other star players during this period were Darrell Griffith and the 7-foot-4, 290 pound Mark Eaton.
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	Adrian Dantley
	Darrell Griffith
	Mark Eaton


When Frank Layden left the Atlanta Hawks to join the Jazz, he was given the choice of becoming either general manager or head coach. He took the G.M. job knowing that he had a better chance of surviving the early years away from the sidelines. Perhaps Layden’s biggest contribution was his good humor, his ability to draw attention away from the Jazz woes on and off the court with his overwhelming personality. Layden was the Jazz savior in the early years.
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	Frank Layden with his (and the Jazz) biggest fan - Evelyn Petersen (my Aunt)


The Jazz were having problems on and off the court in the early Utah years.  The franchise was almost broke and had to play 30 games in Las Vegas to be able to make payrolls.  Bernard King was arrested on five felony sex charges and several other players were arrested for drug use.  Even with all this going on, the Jazz had a turnaround of 15 games--30 wins the previous year to a modest 45--to capture the 1983-84 Midwest Division, for the first time ever. It marked the first-ever playoff appearance, and that was just the beginning, because in the subsequent eight years the Jazz were one of only seven NBA teams to make the playoffs each spring.

In 1984, the Jazz cleaned up on postseason individual honors, becoming the first team ever to have four separate players win NBA league individual titles: Adrian Dantley (scoring), Mark Eaton (blocks), Rickey Green (steals) and Darrell Griffith (three-point field shoot accuracy). General Manager Frank Layden, who had assumed the duel responsibility of coach on 10 December 1981, was named NBA Coach of the Year and of the NBA Walter Kennedy Award for contributions to the community.
It was Larry H. Miller who ensured the Jazz entrenchment in Utah and Salt Lake City. The immensely successful automobile dealer bought 50 percent of the Jazz in the spring of 1985 from the beleaguered owners whose efforts to keep the Jazz a float in the early years should not be ignored. A little more than a year later Miller purchased the remaining 50 percent of the franchise, promising a rosy future.
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	LARRY H. MILLER

UTAH JAZZ OWNER

Seasons – 23

Playoffs – 19

Division Titles – 8

Conference Titles – 2

NBA Titles – 0 (Thanks to Jordan)

Net worth - $480 Million


The Jazz, guided by the savvy director of player personnel Scott Layden, drafted wisely, picking eventual all-stars Karl Malone and John Stockton. Jazz tickets became a hot commodity. Sellouts were taken for granted, but the Salt Palace, at 12,666, was the smallest arena in the NBA's smallest market. With Miller’s help, a new 20,000 seat arena (the Delta Center) became the new home for the Jazz for the start of the 1991-1992 season.
“Stockton to Malone” became a popular phase during 18 seasons as the star players for the Jazz.  Stockton spent his entire career (1984-2003) as the Jazz point guard.  He is regarded as one of the best point guards of all time, holding the NBA records for most career assists (15,806) and steals (3,265) by considerable margins.  Most of those assists were passes to Karl Malone.  Malone was nicknamed as the Mailman for his consistency (“the mailman always delivers”).  He twice won the NBA Most Valuable Player award and is generally considered to be one of the greatest power forwards ever.  Malone scored the second most points (36,928) in NBA history, trailing only Kareem Abdul-Jabbar of the Lakers.  Both Stockton and Malone have their jerseys retired and are honored with the bronze statues outside the Energy Solutions Arena.  They even named the portion of the street (100 South) in front of the arena “Stockton to Malone”.   
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	JERRY SLOAN

UTAH JAZZ COACH

Head Coach Jerry Sloan is in his 20th season at the helm of the Jazz with the same intensity and work ethic that has characterized his life as a player and a coach for more than 40 years in the NBA. The 65-year-old native of McLeansboro, Ill., lets his coaching achievements speak for themselves, with the fourth most wins all-time (1035-689), seventh best winning percentage (.600) in NBA history (500-win minimum), two NBA Finals appearances (1997 and 1998) and six division titles. He has also guided the Jazz to 16 consecutive winning seasons and eleven 50-win seasons. Sloan’s teams have made 17 trips to the NBA Playoffs (16 with Utah) and his 87 playoff wins are the sixth most in NBA history.


This pretty much brings us up to date with the history of the Utah Jazz.  The current star players are Carlos Boozer and Deron Williams.  It is now “Williams to Boozer” time and Jazz fans everywhere are happy the team is winning again.
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	Carlos Boozer
	Deron Williams


I have attended three Utah Jazz games at the Delta Center and the Jazz won all three.  The home crowd is really great and Utah has one of the best home records in the NBA.  One of the fun attractions at the Utah games that is very entertaining for the fans is the Jazz Bear (the team mascot).  
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GO JAZZ!!
                            bigdrifter44@gmail.com[image: image19.png]
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