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“Don't measure yourself by what you have accomplished, but by what you should have accomplished with your ability.”


A great basketball coach has died.  John Wooden, the Wizard of Westwood, who built one of the greatest dynasties in all of sports at UCLA died of natural causes at Ronald Reagan UCLA Medical Center on Friday, 7 Jun 2010. He was 99. 

John Wooden was not only a great coach but also a great teacher and a good person. He was the master of the simple one or two sentence homily, instructive little messages best presented in his famous "Pyramid of Success," which remains must-read material for anyone in a leadership position or anyone wanting to be successful.

	[image: image2.jpg]





For the rest of this column, I will mix John Wooden quotes along with information about his life, coaching philosophy, basketball records, and a few other things. 

"Learn as if you were to live forever; live as if you were to die tomorrow." 
Born Oct. 14, 1910, near Martinsville, Indiana, on a farm that didn't have electricity or indoor plumbing, Wooden's life revolved around sports from the time his father built a baseball diamond among his wheat, corn and alfalfa fields. Baseball was his favorite sport, but there was also a basketball hoop nailed in a hayloft. Wooden played there countless hours using any kind of ball he could find. He led Martinsville High School to the Indiana state basketball championship in 1927 before heading to Purdue, where he was All-America from 1930-32. The Boilermakers were national champions his senior season and Wooden, nicknamed "the Indiana Rubber Man" for his dives on the hard court, was college basketball's player of the year.
"Don't give up on your dreams, or your dreams will give up on you."
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	Wooden met his future wife, Nellie (Nell) Riley, at a carnival in July 1926. They married in a small ceremony in Indianapolis in August 1932. John and his wife had a son, James Hugh Wooden, and a daughter, Nancy Anne Muehlhausen. Nellie died on March 21, 1985 from cancer. Wooden remained devoted to Nellie, even decades after her death by keeping up a monthly ritual (health permitting) — on the 21st, he visited her grave, and then wrote a love letter to her. After completing the letter, he placed it in an envelope and added it to a stack of similar letters that accumulated over the years on the pillow she slept on during their life together. Wooden only stopped writing the letters in the last months of his life due to failing eyesight.


Pray for guidance and give thanks for your blessings every day.
John Wooden started his coaching career at Dayton High School (in Kentucky), and his 6-11 losing record the first season was the only one in his 40-year coaching career. He spent the next nine years coaching basketball, baseball and tennis at South Bend (Ind.) Central High School, where he also taught English.

"I think the teaching profession contributes more to the future of our society than any other single profession," he once said. "I'm glad I was a teacher."

Wooden served in the Navy as a physical education instructor during World War II, and continued teaching when he became the basketball coach at Indiana State Teachers College, where he went 47-17 in two seasons.
“Don't let what you cannot do interfere with what you can do.”
It was then that UCLA called, though Wooden didn't take the job to get rich. He never made more than $35,000 in a season, and early in his career he worked two jobs to make ends meet.
“If you don't have time to do it right, when will you have time to do it over?”

The Bruins were winners right away after Wooden took over as coach at UCLA's campus in Westwood in 1949, although they were overshadowed by Bill Russell and the University of San Francisco, and later Pete Newell's teams at California. At the time, West Coast teams tended to play a slow, plodding style. Wooden quickly exploited that with his fast-breaking, well-conditioned teams, who wore down opponents with a full-court zone press and forever changed the style of college basketball.
“I'd rather have a lot of talent and a little experience than a lot of experience and a little talent.”

Still, it would be 16 seasons before Wooden won his first NCAA championship with a team featuring Walt Hazzard that went 30-0 in 1964. After that, with his signature rolled-up game program in hand, Wooden led the Bruins to 10 NCAA championships, including an unmatched streak of seven in a row from 1967 to 1973. Over 27 years, he won 620 games, including 88 straight during one historic stretch, and coached many of the game's greatest players such as Bill Walton and Lew Alcindor — later known as Kareem Abdul-Jabbar.
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“What you are as a person is far more important that what you are as a basketball player.”
As a coach, he was groundbreaking trendsetter who demanded his players be in great condition so they could play an up-tempo style for the entire game. He taught the team game and had only three hard-and-fast rules — no profanity, tardiness or criticizing fellow teammates. Layered beneath that seeming simplicity, though, were a slew of life lessons — primers on everything from how to put on your socks correctly to how to maintain poise: "Not being thrown off stride in how you behave or what you believe because of outside events."
“Success is peace of mind which is a direct result of self-satisfaction in knowing you did your best to become the best you are capable of becoming.”
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	In the huddle during games, Wooden never mentioned the opposing team or players. He never mentioned the score or drew up any specials plays. There were no stalls or changing the style of play no matter how the game was going. Coach Wooden would be saying things like:  "Teamwork is not a preference, it is a requirement."


“The main ingredient of stardom is the rest of the team.”
“It's the little details that are vital. Little things make big things happen. “
“It's what you learn after you know it all that counts.”
Coach Wooden believed that all of the work to come up with a good game plan should be done in practice. He didn’t want to confuse his players during the game by attempting to change things. If all of his players play up to the best of their ability, Wooden didn’t care if they won or lost. As we know, they usually won.

 "Loyalty is a cohesive force that forges individuals into a team."

 "Make sure team members know they are working with you, not for you."

Wooden never had to worry about his reputation. He didn't drink or swear or carouse with other coaches on the road, though he did have a penchant for berating referees.

"Dadburn it, you saw him double-dribble down there!" went a typical Wooden complaint to an official. "Goodness gracious sakes alive!"

After Notre Dame beat the Bruins 71-70 to end the 88 game winning streak, Wooden refused to allow his players to talk to reporters. "Only winners talk," he said. A week later, UCLA beat the Irish at home by 19 points. 

"Be more concerned with your character than your reputation, because your character is what you really are, while your reputation is merely what others think you are." 

A little more than a year later, Wooden surprisingly announced his retirement after a 75-74 NCAA semifinal victory over Louisville. He then went out and coached the Bruins for the last time, winning his 10th national title with a 92-85 win over Kentucky. After that victory, Wooden walked into the interview room at the San Diego Sports Arena to face about 200 reporters, who let their objectivity slip when they stood and applauded.
"Ability will get you to the top, character will keep you there."

Wooden holds a place in the basketball hall of fame as both a player (he was a three-time All-American at Purdue) and a coach (Indiana State and UCLA).
"Perfection is impossibility but striving for perfection is not. Do the best you can. That is what counts."
Even with his staggering accomplishments, he remained humble and gracious. He said he tried to live by advice from his father: "Be true to yourself, help others, make each day your masterpiece, make friendship a fine art, drink deeply from good books — especially the Bible, build a shelter against a rainy day, give thanks for your blessings and pray for guidance every day."
Asked in a 2008 interview the secret to his long life, Wooden replied: "Not being afraid of death and having peace within yourself. All of life is peaks and valleys. Don't let the peaks get too high and the valleys too low."
Asked what he would like God to say when he arrived at the pearly gates, Wooden replied, "Well done."
“Talent is God given. Be humble. Fame is man-given. Be grateful. Conceit is self-given. Be careful.” 
Have you ever noticed that most great coaches have also been great teachers and psychologists? Phil Jackson “The Zen Master” and Vince Lombardi are perfect examples of this. Great coaches have a way of getting their players to play up to their full potential. I have had two coaches in my sports playing days that fall into this category of being great – my Pleasant Grove High School football coach Ned Alger and my University of Utah Freshman basketball coach LaDell Anderson. Coaches that are mad all the time and yell and scream at their players will never be great.

“You can't live a perfect day without doing something for someone who will never be able to repay you.”
I don’t think Coach Wooden had trouble getting through the pearly gates into heaven. Let’s see now, he never swore, he never smoked, he never drank liquor, and he was only with one girl in his entire life. If this was the standard for getting into heaven, I’m afraid Coach Wooden and Jesus would have to play one-on-one because there would not be anybody else there. 
                                                        bigdrifter44@gmail.com
                                                          http://bigdrifter.com/

Note: You can find more John Wooden quotes and a large selection of other famous quotes on my website – click on Wisdom/Humor and Famous Quotes. [image: image8.png]


[image: image9][image: image10][image: image11]
