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I was going to make the title of this column just “Deer” but then I found out that there are almost 100 different types of deer world-wide including some you might recognize like the whitetail deer, reindeer, elk, moose, mule deer, and caribou.  Since the mule deer is the one found in the western United States, especially in Utah where I grew up, I decided to write mostly about this type of deer. In my younger years, I used to go deer hunting and the mule deer is the one we hiked all over the mountains trying to kill. Make sure you read the last paragraph to find out just how great of a deer hunter I really am.
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	Buck (Male Mule Deer)
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	Does (Female Mule Deer)
	Fawns (Baby Mule Deer)


Male deer are called bucks, bulls, stags or harts. Female deer are called does, cows or hinds. Young deer are called fawns or calves. 

Did you know?

Mule Deer have large ears (like a Mule) and have a great sense of hearing - they can turn their ears in any direction without moving their heads.
Mule Deer have an excellent sense of smell, which allows them to detect predators from a long distance away.
Mule Deer are fast - they can reach speeds of up to 45 miles per hour.

Mule Deer can jump up to 10 feet high in the air.  
Mule Deer are fast swimmers.
Mule Deer’s eyes are on the sides of their head giving them a 310 degree view. 

Mule Deer life span in the wild is about 10 years.
Mule Deer have a good night vision, which is useful in the early morning and at dusk. Deer are active primarily in mornings and evenings.
Deer can adapt well to just about any habitat. They prefer to live in "edge" habitats. Edges are human-made or natural habitat breaks, for instance from woods to croplands. They will use the woodlands or mountains for cover and shelter and the open land to graze in.  Deer eat grass, leaves, stems, shoots, berries, herbs, acorns, wild fruit and agriculture crops like corn.

Deer are the only animals that have antlers. They are the fastest growing living tissue on earth. Antlers are usually only found on males but in some species, like caribou, you will also find them on females. Moose have the largest antlers. Antlers grow from spring until fall. While growing, antlers are covered with a soft tissue known as velvet. This tissue contains a network of nerves and blood vessels and is very sensitive. In the fall, the velvet is shed and the antlers harden. In the winter, the antlers are shed and the process starts over again. Every year the mule deer antlers get bigger with more points. The male deer on page 1 of this column is a 6-point buck.
The breeding season for deer occurs between October and January. This period is called the "rut". During the "rut" the necks of the male deer will swell to more than double their normal diameter and their antlers will have lost their velvet. This will prepare them for fights with other bucks to determine dominance and breeding rights. They will crash antlers, but usually don't get hurt. During this period, males are very nervous and active, which can cause them to wander into places where you would normally not find them, like residential areas. In the spring, the female deer will give birth to one to three fawns. Fawns are protected by a lack of scent so enemies cannot smell them. Fawns are able to stand and walk shortly after birth. The mother keeps them hidden in bushes and checks up on them about 6 times a day to feed them. Young deer stay with their mothers for 1 to 2 years.
The mule deer stands 40–42 inches high at the shoulders with a length of 80 inches or so nose to tail. An adult buck will weigh from 150–300 pounds, with does averaging 125–175 pounds. The occasional trophy-sized mule deer buck may weigh up to 500 pounds.
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The thought of killing one of these trophy-sized deer is what makes the deer hunting season one of the most popular events in the western states. There are about 300,000 mule deer in Utah and every late-October, 80,000 or so hunters will be out in the woods looking for that big buck to shoot. There used to be more deer but nature and man have wreaked havoc on the Utah mule deer population.  After 30 years of drought, a few severe winters, and massive land developments, there’s just less good land available for mule deer to thrive. For this reason, they had to start limiting hunting to bucks only and having a draw for a certain number of deer licenses.
I can remember back in the 1950’s when I started hunting deer, there was no limit on who could hunt and Utah got flooded with all these “so-called” deer hunters from California. They came to Utah by the thousands with their big guns and nothing was safe. They shot horses, cows, and a few people – mostly other hunters from California which didn’t bother me at all. They either didn’t know what a deer looked like or else they were too drunk to care.

I only hunted deer for about 10 years until I left Utah to join the Navy. I mostly went hunting with my dad and a couple of times with my friend Lew. The first hunt I can remember was at the mountain area known as White River down by Soldier Summit. This was a pretty place. I remember sitting around the camp fire one morning when a whole herd of deer ran right through our camping area. By the time we got the guns, they were long gone. We also hunted deer in the mountains above Fruitland and down south by Salina. I went hunting with Lew in the mountains above Heber. I enjoyed the camping and being out in the mountains more than killing deer. I think in all those years, I only killed 2 deer and I never did learn how to clean one. My dad was a good hunter and Lew is still a good hunter - but me - I’m a lousy deer hunter. 
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