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I was checking out the Sports Illustrated NFL Preview and discovered that there are a lot of players with names I could never come close to ever pronouncing.  It seems like now days some people are going out of their way to come up with unique first names for their kids.  There are also a lot of “strange” or “funny” foreign looking last names in the NFL.
Before we take a look at the strange names, let’s look at the most common first and last names in the United States and Hawaii. 
	United States

First Names

1. James

2. John

3. Robert

4. Michael

5. William

6. David

7. Richard

8. Charles

9. Joseph

10. Thomas
	Hawaii First Names

1. Joshua  

2. Jacob  

3. Noah  

4. Ethan 

5. Elijah  

6. Isaiah  

7. Matthew 

8. Dylan 

9. Tyler 

10. Alexander
	United States Last Names

1. Smith 

2. Johnson 

3. Williams 

4. Jones 

5. Brown

6. Davis

7. Miller 

8. Wilson

9. Moore

10. Taylor
	Hawaii Last Names

1. Lee 

2. Wong 

3. Smith 

4. Kim 

5. Young 

6. Chang 

7. Johnson 

8. Nakamura 

9. Brown 

10. Chun


For some reason, Hawaii doesn’t seem to conform to the rest of the United States. Not one of Hawaii’s most popular first names can be found on the U.S. list.  Only three of Hawaii’s most popular last names make the U.S. list.  Since there are more Asian people in Hawaii then Caucasian (white) people, it is not surprising that there are a lot of oriental last names on the list.  What is surprising is the number of Chinese and Korean names considering the fact that there are three times as many Japanese people in Hawaii as there are Chinese and Korean combined. Actually, the reason for this fact is the limited number of last names in China and Korea. Lee is a very popular name in both countries and the surname Kim makes up 22 percent of all Korean last names.
Now, take a look at some of the names in the NFL.  The strange or names I have trouble pronouncing are in red.  Just for fun, I threw in one or two names that I can actually pronounce. See if you can find them.
	Team (My Ranking)
	Name #1
	Name #2

	New England Patriots (2)
Miami Dolphins (27)
New York Jets (13) 

Buffalo Bills (26)
Pittsburgh Steelers (1)
Baltimore Ravens (6)
Cincinnati Bengals (25)
Cleveland Browns (30)
Houston Texans (20)
Indianapolis Colts (3)
Tennessee Titans (7)
Jacksonville Jaguars (16)
San Diego Chargers (8)
Kansas City Chiefs (29)
Denver Broncos (22)
Oakland Raiders (28)
New York Giants (4)
Dallas Cowboys (9)
Philadelphia Eagles (5)
Washington Redskins (21)
Chicago Bears (14)
Minnesota Vikings (10)
Green Bay Packers (12)
Detroit Lions (31)
Atlanta Falcons (15)
Carolina Panthers (23)
New Orleans Saints (11)
Tampa Bay Buccaneers (24)

Seattle Seahawks (17) 

Arizona Cardinals (18)
San Francisco 49ers (19)
St. Louis Rams (32)
	Stephen Gostkowski (K)

Lousaka Polite (FB)

Jerricho Cotchery (WR)

Kawika Mitchell (OLB)

Tral  Essex (RG)

Haloti Ngata (DE)

Domata Peko (DT)

D’Qwell Jackson (ILB)

DeUuan Robinson (DT)
Joseph Addai (RB)

Cortland Finnegan (CB)

Atiyyah Ellison (DT)

Kynan Forney (RG)

Ryan Succop (K)

Champ Bailey (CB)

Chaz Schilens (WR)

Osi Umenyiora (DE)

Flozell Adams (LT)

Victor Abiamiri (DE)

Antwaan Randle El (WR)
Pisa Tinoisamoa (OLB)

Naufahu Tahi (FB)

Atari Bigby (SS)

Gosder Cherilus (RT)

Ovie Mughelli (FB)

Jeff Otah (RT)

Jon Stinchcomb (RT)

Aqib Talib (CB)

Lofa Tatupu (MLB)

Deuce Lutui (RG)

Chilo Rachal (RG)
C.J. Ah You (DE)
	Adalius Thomas (OLB)

Akin Ayodele (SS)

D’Brickashaw Ferguson (LT)

Paul Posluszny (MLB)

Ben Roethlisberger (QB)

Steven Hauschka (K)

Chad Ochocinco (WR)

Dave Zastudil (P)

Amobi Okoye (DT)

Melvin Bullitt (SS)

Michael Roos (LT)

Uche Nwanerie (RG)

Mike Scifres (P)

Tamba Hali (OLB)

Knowshon Moreno (RB)

Nnamdi Asomugha (CB)

Chris Snee (RG)

Gerald Sensabaugh (SS)

Chris Gocong (OLB)

Brian Orakpo (OLB)

Adewale Ogunleye (DE)

Visanthe Shiancoe (TE)

Brady Poppinga (OLB)

Marquand Manuel (S)
Jonathan Babineaux (DT)

Keydrick Vincent (RG)

Devery Henderson (WR)

Sabby Piscitelli (SS)

TJ Houshmandzadeh (WR)

Chike Okeafor (OLB)

Aubrayo Franklin (NT)

Oshiomogho Atogwe (FS)


Is it just me or are there a lot of foreigners playing football in the National Football League?

What is the most common last name in the NFL?  The answer is Jones. There are also a lot of Smiths, Johnsons, and Williams. What are the longest and shortest names in the NFL?  Touraj Houshmandzadeh Jr (Seahawks) with 22 letters is the longest and Dre’ Bly (49ers) is the shortest with 6 letters. Dre’ Bly? That’s a name? I thought it was a misprint when I saw it on the 49ers roster. And finally, what are the players with the best “football” names?  I’m going with Quentin Jammer (Chargers), Alge Crumpler (Titans), and Terrell Suggs (Ravens).
I took another look at the team rosters and discovered that there are a lot of last names that are common words that could be used in a different context. I found at least three of these names for each team and attempted to put all three words into a simple sentence.  I also decided not to use the same word more than once.  After playing around with this task for a couple of hours, I decided that I was not smart enough to come up with 32 clever intelligent sentences that would fit in the one line space.  I went ahead and did it anyway but some of the sentences sound a little silly or don’t make any sense. The last names are in red. 
	Patriots 

Dolphins

Jets  

Bills

Steelers

Ravens

Bengals

Browns 

Texans 

Colts 

Titans

Jaguars

Chargers  

Chiefs  

Broncos  

Raiders

Giants

Cowboys

Eagles

Redskins

Bears

Vikings 

Packers 

Lions

Falcons

Panthers 

Saints

Buccaneers  

Seahawks

Cardinals 

49ers

Rams
	Please go light on the mayo requested the rich businessman at lunch. 

A porter and his taylor drank red wine on the train as it passed a grove.

A Washington DC hunter could not keep pace so he was shot dead.     

The Buffalo couple found a fine wood cabinet in a Pittsburgh Parrish.

The gay couple spent their summers in England chasing the gray fox. 

The rock mason had a big heap of rice on his Korean plate lunch.

The homeless scott was drinking sherry by Three Rivers Stadium. 

The drunken trucker drove his mack truck into the swimming pool. 

The pretty lady in the brown Bentley was smoking a Winston cigarette.

The owner of the collie lost her house key in the snow while walking.  

The cook who was driving a red Ford was a dead ringer for Elvis.

The black miller raised cain when he found an ugly bug in the flour bin. 

The English scientist invented a signal jammer for the entry gates.   

The two gangs fought a savage battle in a field of purple flowers. 

The goodman was kneeling in the moss while praying in the west fields. 

The hungry man found two green pears in a bush by the orchard.

Sing "Hickory Dockery Dock" the child asked the boss with a whimper.  

The butler killed the barber with two spears for giving a bad haircut.

The weaver claimed justice after being the victor in the scarf war.   

The sellers of the illegal blades were caught running down the hall.
The bowman felt the payne after missing the wolfe and killing his wife.   

Two young hicks from the sticks said farwell to their Kentucky home. 

The jolly limousine driver owned a pet hawk.     

The king of the hill was the hunter with the biggest gun.

The redman used white camp fire smoke to send a wire to the tribe. 

The goodson went to Vegas to gamble and won enough for a new diggs.   

The light brees in the woods helped make the hunter's senses sharper.

The trueblood inmate used his penn to pick the lock at the crazy ward.    

The hunter hid in the duck blind behind a greene reed branch.  

The big byrd was eating a berry in the urban city of Chicago.  

The walker was drinking coffee as he passed the pretty canyon brooks.
You get to ring the little silver bell if you win the 10 mile long race.  


Don’t laugh too hard at my feeble brain until you try doing it yourself! 

As you can see by my rankings in the above “strange” name table, I’m picking the Pittsburgh Steelers to repeat as Super Bowl champions.  Yes, I’m predicting the Steelers to beat the New York Giants in Super Bowl XLIV that will be played in Dolphin Stadium in Miami, Florida on February 7, 2010.  The top AFC teams include the Steelers, the Patriots, the Colts, the Ravens, the Chargers and the Titans.  The top NFC teams include the Giants, the Eagles, the Cowboys, and the Vikings.
Here are some of jersey names we talked about in this column:
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I was wondering what would happen if big Ben Roethlisberger's sister married TJ Houshmandzadeh Jr. and they had a son named Nathaniel Benjamin Roethlisberger-Houshmandzadeh III - Would his name fit 
on the back of a football jersey? How does he ever sign his name in those small signature blocks? And lastly, would he think his name was normal and other people's names like mine sound a little strange to him? 
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