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	The Nile River
October 1 , 2008


When I think about the Nile River, I envision a river running through the Egyptian desert, past the pyramids, past Cairo and draining into the Mediterranean Sea.  And whenever I think about Egypt, I can see Liz Taylor, staring as the ancient Egyptian Ruler Cleopatra, standing next to the Nile. Actually, the Nile and its tributaries flow though nine countries. The White Nile flows though Uganda, Sudan, and Egypt. The Blue Nile that starts in Ethiopia has tributaries in Zaire, Kenya, Tanzanian, Rwanda, and Burundi.
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The Blue Nile is the source of most of the Nile's water and fertile soil, but the White Nile with the most distant source in southern Rwanda is the longest.  It flows north from there through Tanzania, Lake Victoria, Uganda and southern Sudan, while the Blue Nile starts at Lake Tana in Ethiopia. The two rivers meet near the Sudanese capital Khartoum.

The northern section of the river flows almost entirely through the desert, from Sudan into Egypt, a country whose civilization has depended on the river since ancient times. Most of the population of Egypt and all of its cities, with the exception of those near the coast, lie along those parts of the Nile valley north of Aswan.  Nearly all the cultural and historical sites of Ancient Egypt are found along the banks of the Nile River. The Nile ends in a large delta that empties into the Mediterranean Sea after traveling 4160 (6695 km) miles.  The Nile River is the longest river in the world.
The life of Egypt has always been centered on the Nile. A great civilization developed there about 5,300 years ago and flourished for 3,000 years. The Nile made the agricultural civilization of ancient Egypt possible. Each year, when the river overflowed its banks, the floodwaters deposited fertile soil in which farmers could grow crops. Only a narrow ribbon of land along the river was suitable for farming.  Beyond this arable land was the dry desert. The water of the Nile was used for irrigating crops and it provided a source of fresh water for animals and people. In addition, the Nile was ancient Egypt’s principal thoroughfare: It served as a water highway for traders and travelers. The heritage of ancient Egypt is preserved along the Nile in the form of pyramids, sphinxes, temples, and underground tombs.
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The major cities that are located on the edge of the Nile and White Nile are Cairo (pictured above), Gondokoro, Khartoum, Aswan, Thebes/Luxor, Karnak, and the town of Alexandria. The Nile north of Aswan is a regular tourist route, with cruise ships and traditional wooden sailing boats known as feluccas. In addition, many "floating hotel" cruise boats ply the route between Luxor and Aswan, stopping in at Edfu and Kom Ombo along the way. It used to be possible to sail on these boats all the way from Cairo to Aswan, but security concerns have shut down the northernmost portion.
Some additional Nile River Facts:

· The Nile gets its name from the Greek word "Nelios", meaning River Valley.  In the ancient Egyptian language, the Nile is called pi meaning "Great River".

· The major dams on the Nile are Roseires Dam, Sennar Dam, Aswan High Dam, and Owen Falls Dam. 
· The Nile River's average discharge is about 300 million cubic meters per day.
· Everyday millions of people commute on the River Nile.
· There are hundreds of farms along the Nile, and usually farmers use boats to transport items (such as rice, wheat, cattle, and hay) between locations on the Nile.
· Almost everyone who lives on the Nile would have done some fishing at one time in their life or another, and for some fishing is a main source of income and wealth. Each year thousands of tons of fish are caught.
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	Blue Nile Falls in Ethiopia
	One of the many Nile Swamps


On its way to the Mediterranean, the Nile passes by or through a variety of landscapes, including mountain highlands, dense rain forests, muddy swamps, grassy savannas, and barren desert. Trees along the banks include acacias, baobabs, date palms, lotuses, and sycamores. The papyrus plant also thrives along the Nile. The Nile crocodile (pictured below) is a ferocious reptile found in the southern part of the Nile, and hippopotamuses spend much of their days lounging and swimming in the Nile. Elephants cool themselves in the swampy Nile waters of southern Sudan. Perch, Tilapia, and other fish swim in the Nile.
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In my last column, we learned a few things about the Amazon River and asked the question, “What is the greatest river on earth – the Amazon or the Nile?”  Let’s take a closer look at the facts and then I will give you my opinion.

	Criteria
	River
	Reason

	The longest

The widest

The deepest

Volume

The most scenic

Most fish and wildlife

Supports the most cities and people
Does the most good for our planet
	Nile

Amazon

Amazon

Amazon

Nile

Amazon

Nile

Amazon
	The Nile is 180 miles longer than the Amazon.
The Amazon can be up to 28 miles wide during the rainy season.

The Amazon has depths of over 300 feet.

The Amazon is the biggest river in the world with a volume larger than the next 10 biggest rivers combined.

They are both beautiful but the Nile has a greater variety of mountain, swamps, rain forests, and desert views.
The Amazon Basin is home to more plants, birds, fish, mammals, amphibians, reptiles and insects then any other area in the world.

The Nile has supported millions of people every day since ancient times.
The release of carbon dioxide from the largest rainforest in the world helps keep the earth “green” and helps prevent global warming.


	Both the Nile and the Amazon are great rivers as you can tell by reading my last two columns.  But, I can’t wimp-out and call it a tie – I must pick a winner based on the criteria in the above table.  If my arithmetic is correct, the Amazon River wins by the score of 5 to 3.  And even though I consider Cleopatra to be much prettier than the Amazon Women Warriors, I’m declaring the Amazon as the greatest river on earth.  A river so big and remote that it has no bridges or dams is pretty special.  
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