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	North Korea
October 2006


The World just got a little more dangerous now that North Korea has nuclear weapons.  It was already pretty dangerous with the war going on in Iraq and Afghanistan, the president of Iran threatening to blow Israel off the face of the earth, and the radical Muslim terrorists wanting to kill all non-Muslims.  Now we got that “crazy” North Korean leader Kim Jong Il testing missiles and setting off nuclear explosions.  Did you know that he is only 5 feet 3 inches tall, wears elevator shoes, has several complexes, and has the worst haircut of any world leader?
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Let’s take closer look at North Korea and the events leading up to this crisis.  
After Japan's surrender at the conclusion of World War II, the Korean peninsula was partitioned into two occupation zones, divided at the 38th parallel. The USSR controlled the north, with the U.S. taking charge of the south. In 1948, the division was made permanent with the establishment of the separate regimes of North and South Korea. The Democratic People's Republic of Korea (North Korea) was established on May 1, 1948, with Kim Il Sung as president. 
Hoping to unify the Koreas under a single Communist government, the North launched a surprise invasion of South Korea on June 25, 1950. In the following days, the UN Security Council condemned the attack and demanded an immediate withdrawal. President Harry S. Truman ordered U.S. air and naval units into action to enforce the UN order. The British government followed suit, and soon a UN multinational command was set up to aid the South Koreans. 

The North Korean invaders swiftly seized Seoul and surrounded the allied forces in the peninsula's southeast corner near Pusan. In a desperate bid to reverse the military situation, UN Commander Gen. Douglas MacArthur ordered an amphibious landing at Inchon on Sept. 15 and routed the North Korean army.  Prompted by this successful counteroffensive, Communist China entered the war, forcing the UN troops into a headlong retreat. Seoul was lost again, then regained. Ultimately, the war stabilized near the 38th parallel but dragged on for two years while negotiations took place. An armistice was agreed to on July 27, 1953. 

Kim Il Sung's death on July 8, 1994, introduced a period of uncertainty, as his son, Kim Jong Il, assumed the leadership mantle. Negotiations over the country's suspected possession of atomic weapons dragged on, but an agreement was reached in June 1995 that included a provision for providing the North with a South Korean nuclear reactor. 

The nuclear standoffs that characterized the mid-1990s were overshadowed when famine struck the nation's 24 million inhabitants in 1998 and 1999. Two years of floods had been followed by severe droughts in 1997 and 1998, causing devastating crop failures. Because of a lack of fuel and machinery parts, and weather conditions that encouraged parasites, only 10% of North Korea's rice fields could be worked. The staggering food crisis necessitated foreign aid. In the fall of 1999, the severe famine that claimed an estimated 2 to 3 million lives had begun to wane. 

In September 1998, North Korea launched a test missile over Japan, claiming it was simply a scientific satellite, raising suspicions regarding North Korea's nuclear intentions. In 1999, North Korea agreed to allow the United States to conduct ongoing inspections of a suspected nuclear development site, Kumchangri. In exchange, the U.S. would increase food aid and initiate a program for bringing potato production to the country. 

In late December 2002, North Korea expelled UN weapons inspectors from the country and in Jan. 2003 it announced it was officially withdrawing from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). In July, North Korean officials reported that the country had reprocessed enough plutonium to build six nuclear bombs. Kim has regularly used threats and hostile acts to try to wring aid from the international community, but it was difficult to decipher how he expected to accomplish his aims—economic aid and a safeguard against U.S. attack—through such brinkmanship.  Meetings between officials from the U.S., North Korea, China, Russia, South Korea, and Japan in 2003, 2004, and 2005 have ended in deadlock. In July 2006, North Korea launched seven missiles—the long-range Taepodong-2 missile (which failed) and six medium-range ones—roiling its neighbors and much of the rest of the world. It was North Korea's first major weapons test in eight years.
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North Korea has the fifth-largest military in the world with over one million armed personnel.  South Korea has approximately 685,000 armed personnel plus 29,000 US troops stationed there.  One good thing about North Korea is they don’t have a lot of traffic jams.  Of course, they don’t have many paved roads and only a few government officials are allowed to own cars.  North Korea is dark except for a few lights in Pyongyang -
Night life in North Korea seems to be non-existence.  Checkout this satellite picture and see if you find North Korea?
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The political/military stand-off between North Korea and South Korea has always been tense. In the late 1960s, North Korea returned to a more militant stance towards South Korea, leading to many acts of aggression, including seizure of the U.S.S. Pueblo in 1968, the shooting down of a U.S. reconnaissance plane in 1969, the launching of numerous guerilla raids against the South, and an attempted assassination of President Park. As recently as 1996, incidents making headlines in the U.S. have included a North Korean pilot flying his MIG into South Korea to defect and a commando raid into the South using a small submarine (which was captured). 
I happened to be in Seoul the day the North Korean pilot flew into South Korea.  It happened about 11AM while I was in Itaewon doing some shopping for my wife.  Suddenly, the air raid warning sirens went off and people started running for the exits.  I asked somebody what was going on and they told me Seoul was under attack by North Korea and I better take cover – we had five minutes to clear the streets.  I run back to my hotel and sat in my room to wait for the bombs to start going off.  About three hours later, they announced that it was a false alarm. 
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	              South Korean protesters burn a North Korean flag during a protest in Seoul


North Korea is now a nuclear-armed power. Sunday's nuclear test has four potential dreadful consequences.  First, Kim Jong-il could churn out more bombs and sell them to the highest bidders, which would probably be mid-east terrorists.  The second thing that could happen is a serious regional arms race.  Japan has long had the technical know-how and the stash of plutonium to build atomic or hydrogen bombs.  The Chinese might decide to resume nuclear testing.  The South Koreans, meanwhile, might feel they need their own bomb to deter any crazy ideas from their northern neighbor.  Third, the Iranians will be closely watching to see if North Korea gets away with testing a nuke.  If so, then who will stop this oil-rich country from going down the same road?  The fourth risky scenario would be economic pressure and sanctions.  Without Chinese food, fuel, and other forms of aid, Kim Jong-il's regime would soon crumble.  China does not want this to happen because they would be flooded with North Korean citizens wanting food and money.  Anyway, Kim Jong-il would probably start a war before he would let this happen.    
So, what's the rest of the world going to do about it?  They can’t just do nothing and we certainly don’t want another war.  There is no easy solution.  Since China is the only country with any leverage, I think their leaders need to have a little heart-to-heart talk with Kim Jong-il and tell him that he is going down unless he starts behaving himself.  
It doesn’t look good.
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