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My favorite sports number is 44. When I played competitive basketball, I always tried to get number 44.  I actually played 16 years of competitive basketball (where you wore a numbered jersey) – 4 years at Pleasant Grove High School, 4 years at the University of Utah, 4 years while in the Navy (New Iberia, LA; Lakehurst, NJ; Kenitra, Morocco; and Rota, Spain) and 4 years of semi-pro basketball (Salt Lake City, UT and Chambersburg, PA). The little picture above was cut out of my high school yearbook team picture.  In this column I’m going to select the 12 most famous athletes to wear #44 and provide a few facts about each. As usual, there are going to be a few of you that will disagree with me but as usual I will remind you that this is my column and I will pick whoever I want - so let’s get started.
	The top 4

1. Hank Aaron 

2. Jerry West 

3. Reggie Jackson
4. Pete Maravich 
	The next 4

5a. Jim Brown
5b. Ernie Davis
5c. Floyd Little
8. George Gervin
	The final 4
9. Willie McCovey
10. Leroy Kelly
11. John Riggins
12. Barack Obama


	12. Barack Obama
Barack Obama is my special celebrity selection for the 12th spot. Actually, I didn’t have another famous #44 athlete so I used him as “filler”. President Obama is not a great athlete and he has never worn the number 44 jersey but he is famous and he does like to play basketball. Besides that, he is the 44th president of the United States. The next time he throws out the first pitch at an all-star baseball game, he should wear a #44 Chicago White Sox jersey.  
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	11. John Riggins
	10. Leroy Kelly


John Riggins (who played college football at Kansas) was the first pick of the New York Jets and the sixth player selected in the 1971 NFL Draft.  He played 175 games in 14 seasons with the Jets (5 years) and Washington Redskins (9 years). The 6-2, 230-pound Riggins was not a spectacular running back but he was a classic workhorse ball carrier who specialized in the tough yardage in the big games. He carried 2,916 times for 11,352 yards and 104 touchdowns during his career. He also caught 250 passes for 2,090 yards and 12 touchdowns. His 13,435 combined net yards are among the best ever, as is his 116 touchdowns by rushing and receiving. Riggins played in the 1982 and 1983 NFC championship games and Super Bowls XVII and XVIII.  He was the Most Valuable Player in Super Bowl XVII with a then record 38 carries for 166 yards. He capped off his big day with a 43-yard touchdown run that clinched Washington's 27-17 victory over Miami.  In 1992, he was named to the Pro Football Hall of Fame the first year he was eligible.
Leroy Kelly joined the NFL's Cleveland Browns as an eighth-round draft choice in 1964. He was used primarily as a kick returner during his first two seasons but became a starter at running back when Jim Brown retired. Kelly won the rushing "triple crown" in 1967, leading the NFL in yards with 1,205, average with 5.1 yards per carry, and rushing touchdowns with 11. Only seven other players have ever accomplished that. He won the Bert Bell Trophy as the league's player of the year in 1968, when he led the NFL once more with 1,269 yards and 16 touchdowns. A consensus All-Pro in 1967 and 1968, he played in six Pro Bowls.  Slowed by a leg injury early in the 1969 season Kelly retired after the 1973 season.  Hall of Fame running back Leroy Kelly is my pick for the best NFL athlete to ever wear the uniform number 44 – at least so far.
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	9. Willie McCovey
	McCovey’s Cove


Willie McCovey was one of the great sluggers of all time, averaging 30 homers a year and leading the league in round-trippers three times. In his career, he hit 521 home runs and had 1,550 RBIs. He played for the San Francisco Giants, 1959-1973, 1977-1980; San Diego Padres, 1974-1976; and the Oakland Athletics in 1976. McCovey has been one of the most popular San Francisco Giants popular players ever. McCovey Cove (named for the famed Giants first baseman) is a section of San Francisco Bay beyond the right field wall of AT&T Park, home of the San Francisco Giants.
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	8. George “Iceman” Gervin

Gervin was elected to Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame (1996); All-NBA First Team (1978, '79, '80, '81, '82); All-NBA Second Team (1977, '83); Nine-time NBA All-Star (1977-85); All-Star MVP (1980); One of the 50 Greatest Players in NBA History. Only Wilt Chamberlain and Michael Jordan have won more league scoring championships than Gervin with four. He was the first guard ever to win three scoring titles in a row. His career scoring average of 26.2 points per game is among the game's best as is his combined NBA/ABA total of 26,595 points.


Syracuse University officially retired one of the most storied numbers ever associated with a college football program — #44 — on Saturday, November 12, 2005. Since 1954, 11 players have worn the number and three earned All-America honors.  The three most famous #44s — Jim Brown, Ernie Davis and Floyd Little — certainly rank among the finest running backs to ever play the game. Jim Brown is probably the best running back in history but most of his fame came in the NFL where he wore a #32 jersey. Ernie Davis is probably the best running back to ever play at Syracuse and is the only one to win the Heisman. Floyd Little was probably the best all-around #44 player because he also returned punts.  
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	5a. Jim Brown
	5b. Ernie Davis
	5c. Floyd Little


Brown, who played at Syracuse from 1954-56, went on to become the NFL’s all-time leading rusher and a member of the Pro and College Football Halls of Fame.  He led the league in rushing eight times in his nine years.  Many still point to him as the greatest running back of all time.  Among Brown’s accomplishments at Syracuse was setting an NCAA single-game record of 43 points against Colgate in a 61-6 Syracuse win and leading the team to a Cotton Bowl berth. But for some reason, Jim Brown wore #32 for the Cleveland Browns and that’s why I have him in a tie for 5th best #44.
Ernie Davis played for the Syracuse Orange from 1959-61 and won the 1961 Heisman Trophy, becoming the first African-American to do so.  Davis also starred on Syracuse’s 1959 national championship team. Davis signed to play with the Cleveland Browns, but the devastating combination of Davis and Brown in the same backfield never came to pass because Davis sadly died of leukemia in 1963.  He was later inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame.

Floyd Little was a three-time All-America halfback for Syracuse 1964-1966. He stood 5-11, weighed 195-pounds, and was a 9.6 sprinter in track. His longest runs were punt returns - in 1964, 90 yards against UCLA, 71 against Penn State; in 1965, 95 against Pittsburgh, 91 against Penn State. In 30 regular- season games he scored 46 touchdowns, averaged 5.4 yards a try on rushing plays, 20 yards on punt returns, 29 on kickoff returns. He caught 50 passes and threw one touchdown pass. Little also wore #44 while playing with the Denver Broncos (1967-75) and led the pros in rushing in 1971.
4. “Pistol Pete” Maravich
Maravich’s dad was a coach and as a youth Pete Maravich was the “classic” gym rat. After a successful high school career in North Carolina, he enrolled at Louisiana State University where his dad was the coach. NCAA rules at the time prohibited first-year students from playing at the varsity level, so Maravich played for LSU's freshman team in 1966-67 and scored 43.6 points per game. When he moved up to varsity for his sophomore season he began the greatest scoring rampage in NCAA history. Over the next three seasons he averaged 43.8, 44.2, and 44.5 points per game (ppg), respectively, leading the nation in scoring each year. During his senior season he scored 50 or more points in 10 of LSU's 31 games, setting an NCAA record for most points (1,381) and highest scoring average in a single season. Maravich holds nearly every major NCAA scoring record, including most career points (3,667), highest career scoring average (44.2 ppg), most field goals made (1,387) and attempted (3,166), and most career 50-point games (28). And he accomplished all this without the benefit of the three-point basket, which wasn't introduced into the college game until 1986.  Pistol Pete wore jersey #23 in college.  
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In the NBA, “Pistol Pete” wore #44 for the Atlanta Hawks, #7 for the New Orleans Jazz, and #44 for the Utah Jazz.  
The Atlanta Hawks selected the slender, 6-5 Maravich with the third overall pick in the 1970 NBA Draft, behind Bob Lanier and Rudy Tomjanovich. “Pistol Pete” made an immediate impact in his first season. He scored 23.2 points per game and was named to the NBA All-Rookie Team. “Pistol Pete” was traded to the New Orleans Jazz in 1974 and the following season was his finest as a professional. He led the NBA in scoring with a career-best 31.1 points per game. He scored 40 or more points 13 times and led the league in total points (2,273), field goals attempted (2,047) and free throws made (501). On Feb. 25, 1977, he scored 68 points in a game against the New York Knicks despite the efforts of defensive ace Walt Frazier. He was selected to the NBA All-Star Game in 1977 and earned his second straight berth on the All-NBA First Team.  The Jazz franchise moved to Utah in 1979.  NBA Hall of Famer Maravich played 10 productive seasons in the NBA, earning five trips to the NBA All-Star Game.  Maravich died suddenly at age 40 as a consequence of a previously undetected congenital heart defect.
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3. Reggie Jackson

 Reginald Martinez "Reggie" Jackson (born May 18, 1946) was nicknamed "Mr. October" for his clutch hitting in the postseason. Jackson played right fielder for five different teams (Oakland Athletics, Baltimore Orioles, New York Yankees, California Angels, and the Oakland Athletics again) from 1967 to 1987. He helped win three consecutive World Series titles as a member of the Oakland A's in the early 1970s and also helped win two consecutive titles with the New York Yankees. He was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1993. When he retired, only five men had hit more home runs in the majors than he did with 563.
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2. Jerry West

Jerry Alan West (born May 28, 1938) played his entire professional career for the Los Angeles Lakers of the National Basketball Association (NBA). His nicknames include "Mr. Clutch" for his ability to make a big play in a clutch situation; "The Logo" in reference to his silhouette being incorporated into the NBA logo; and "Zeke from Cabin Creek" after the creek near his birthplace of Chelyan, West Virginia. Playing the small forward position early in his career, West was a standout at East Bank High School and at West Virginia University, leading the WVU Mountaineers to the 1959 NCAA championship game, earning Most Valuable Player honors despite losing the game. He then embarked on a 14-year career with the Los Angeles Lakers, and was the co-captain of the 1960 U.S. Olympic gold medal team in Rome.

West’s NBA career was highly successful. Playing the guard position as a professional, he was voted 12 times into the All-NBA Team, was elected into the NBA All-Star Team 14 times, and was chosen as the Most Valuable Player of the All-Star game in 1972, the same year that he won his single NBA championship ring. He is the all-time NBA record holder of points-averaged during a playoffs series (46.3) and, as a testament to his two-way play, a member of the first four NBA All-Defensive Teams which were introduced when he was 32 years old. Having played in nine NBA Finals, he is also the only player in NBA history to have won the NBA Finals Most Valuable Player Award despite being on the losing team (1969). West was inducted into the Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame in 1980 and was voted as one of the 50 Greatest Players in NBA history.
	[image: image17.jpg]



	[image: image18.jpg]





Hank Aaron is my #1 most famous #44

Aaron played 23 years as an outfielder for the Milwaukee (later Atlanta) Braves and the Milwaukee Brewers (1954–76). He holds many of baseball's most distinguished records, including runs batted in (2,297), extra base hits (1,477), total bases (6,856) and most years with 30 or more home runs (15).  He is also in the top five for career hits and runs. Aaron had the record for most career home runs (755) until a “steroid pumped up” Barry Bonds broke it with his 756th home run on August 7, 2007, in San Francisco. Breaking Babe Ruth's record of 714 career home runs (see picture at the top of this column) was both a triumph and a trial for Aaron.  He was harassed and badgered by racist letter-writers and fans who resented him breaking Ruth's record. A complete player whose skills were never fully appreciated until he broke the record in 1974, he was voted the National League's Most Valuable Player only once in 1957. On August 1, 1982 Hank Aaron was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame, having received votes on 97.8 percent of the ballots, second to only Ty Cobb, who had received votes on 98.2% of the ballots in the inaugural 1936 Hall of Fame election.
Well, that’s it. You have to agree that there have been a lot of famous #44 sports stars.  If I wasn’t such a modest and humble person, I would have put myself in the number 12 spot instead of President Barack Obama. 
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