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	Trip Report – Philippines (Part II)
September 2006


(On the 20th anniversary of my first trip to the Republic of the Philippines, I decided to revisit my first attempt at writing.  This column contains a summary of my “award winning” Trip Report that I wrote while TDY in Manila.  I went three times in 1986 and 1987. The purpose of the trips was to help the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) get their mainframe computer up and running and to design and program a new supply system.)



(This is the last of 2 parts)
TAXIS AND MANILA TRAFFIC

13-14 September 1987 Headlines – 2 Marines Ambushed – 17 Rebels, 17 Soldiers Killed – NPA Blows up Two Bridges 

We didn’t have a rent-a-car on the two previous trips to the Philippines and had to use taxis to get around.  Every time you take a taxi in the Philippines you are putting your life on the line.  Taxi drivers drive like maniacs, never stop at stop lights or stop signs, never want to take you where you want to go, they all have a cute sister they would like you to meet, will always over charge you, and there is a 25% chance that you will be taken some where and mugged.  Most hotels write you a guarantee (signed by the taxi driver) stating that you will get to your destination.  It is getting back to the hotel that is the problem!  I used to think the traffic in Seoul, Korea was the worst in the World.  I was wrong!  You have not seen anything until you take a ride through downtown Manila.  There are four basic means of transportation here.  The colorful Jeepneys, dirty old buses, beat up taxis, and a few private cars.  When you throw in a few hundred horse drawn carts, 10,000 jaywalkers, thousands of vendors and beggars doing business in the middle of the road, you can’t help but have fun.  I thought at first that nobody knew how to drive but they must be pretty good in order to avoid multiple accidents every day.  In addition to all this, there is occasional gunfire and many trucks full of soldiers with guns on the roads. What worried Sam and me the most, however, is George was driving just like the rest of the local population.  We almost have heart attacks every day getting to work and back to the hotel.  
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	Manila Traffic


SHOPPING DANGERS         

15-18 September 1987 Headlines – Bayan Leader Slain – 72 Die as Fighting Rages in Mindanao – Is Honasan Hiding at Clark AB?
There are several large shopping centers in Manila.  Most of them are modern and clean and remind me of Ala Moana or Pearl Ridge shopping centers in Hawaii.  Although the prices are in Pesos, everything else is marked in English and all the sales people speak English.  It is not much different from shopping in the U.S. except for the fact that the prices are much lower.  As a rule, I don’t like to go shopping, especially in the Philippines where going anywhere could be hazardous to your health.  But, I always get my kids something when I go on a trip.  I also promised my son that I would get him a new pool stick.  I must have gone to 20 different sporting good stores before finding one that looked okay.  On Sunday, George and I went shopping for ducks.  These wood carved items are very popular and cheap in the Philippines.  I got my wife a couple of ducks on my last trip.  She didn’t think too much of them until she priced them at Liberty House.  George got seven ducks and two chickens.  What is the most dangerous thing about walking around the streets of Manila?  You would probably guess getting mugged or stabbed or shot or something like that.  Well, you are wrong!!  The most dangerous thing is falling into an open manhole.  I know from experience since I almost broke my leg in one of those damn things.  On every block, the sidewalk has 7 or 8 open manholes.  I have not seen a covered manhole yet.  Those manhole covers must have a very valuable use, which I have not discovered yet.
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	Makati City Business District
	Shopping Center Restaurant
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	One of the better areas in Manila
	Manila Slum


ARMED GUARDS

19-22 September 1987 Headlines – Government is Ready for COUP – NPA attack Army Camp; Nine Killed – Troops Shield Power Plant 
What job position employs the most people in the Philippines?  I’m not a 100% sure, but it must be “Armed Guard”.  They are everywhere.  Every business in Manila has at least one armed guard and most places have several.  Our hotel has 10 guards on duty at all times.  There is one at each entrance to check everybody coming in and going out of the hotel.  There is also one guard on each floor of the hotel.  Somehow I sleep better at night knowing that there is an Armed Guard sitting outside my door.  We had dinner at MacDonald’s tonight and it seemed kind of strange having two Armed Guards with shotguns watching you eat your plain quarter pound hamburger with cheese.  I’m not saying they have a law and order problem here but Manila today would probably make Dodge City in the old West days seem tame!  We went to the bar the other night and the Armed Guard at the door asked us to check our weapons.  There must be a lot of people in Manila carrying a knife or gun or both. 
 

TRIP TO THE JUNGLE

23-24 September 1987 Headlines – Warlords Challenge Military – Rebels Find Favor in Poor Farm Villages

Today is the day that George and Sam are supposed to go up North, with our JUGMAG POC LTC Steve, to visit a supply warehouse.  It is about 120 miles away and takes over 3 hours to get there.  There has been a lot of fighting between the New People’s Army (NPA) communist rebels and the AFP in that area so they were worried about getting ambushed.  Sam didn’t want to go but George, being a good boss, said that if he was going to get shot at, so was Sam.  I did not have to go because I was busy writing the new Supply System computer programs.  When LTC Steve told Sam that they were taking 3 AFP soldiers along to protect them, Sam got a little more nervous.  When he handed him a bulletproof vest to wear, Sam got very nervous.  George and Sam’s trip to the jungle was scary, but I had to drive the rent-a-car back to the hotel by myself.  Now that was really scary!!  If our rent-a-car makes it to the end of this trip it will be a miracle.  Last night, the muffler fell off.  Well not exactly, it fell down and was dragging on the road.  We had to stop and I run around to the back of the car and tore the muffler off and tossed it in the trunk.  Our car sounds like an old bus!  A couple of days ago the air conditioning fan belt broke and fell off and we have been doing a lot of sweating lately.  A few days before that, we had a flat tire.  I think that our car watcher just let the air out of the tire so we would pay him to fix it.  This was in addition to the fee we paid him to watch the car while we went to eat.  In Manila, you cannot park your car anywhere without paying someone to watch it.  Otherwise, it would be gone in seconds.  When we got back to the hotel, we noticed that all the hubcaps were missing.  

 

THE ECONOMY AND SOME FINAL THOUGHTS

25-30 September 1987 Headlines – Rebels Routed Near Subic – Get Alejandro’s Killers – Doy Warns Cory of Bigger Coup Try
There are three classes of people in the Philippines.  There are about 5% of the people who are rich, about 5% of the people are beggars and the rest of the people are just poor.  There doesn’t seem to be much of a middle class.  The Philippines is still pretty much a poor third World country.  They have not progressed like Japan, South Korea, Thailand, and some of the other Asian countries.  The primary reasons for the unstable conditions in the country are the New People’s Army (NPA), the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) and Islamic rebels killing people, taking hostages, and blowing up buildings and bridges.  Look at the Newspaper Headlines and you will get an idea of what goes on every day.  The military is under paid and over worked.  The country is divided – about half the people I talked to would like to have a new president.  Of course, Marcos stealing billions of dollars from the country did not help much!  Foreign businesses are afraid to invest in the Philippines.  Unemployment is over 50% and most of those working don’t make enough to live on.  The educated and the skilled technical people are leaving the country for better paying jobs.  Most of the people I met and worked with were very friendly and nice.  The San Miguel Beer was cheap and good.  Most of the experiences I had in the Philippines were fun and exciting.  I’m glad I got the chance to see this country. 
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	Jeepney
	Boat People


Some Philippine statistics:
The country is made up of 7,107 islands.  Eleven of them are populated.  

The population is approaching 90 million.

The total land mass is 116,000 square miles.

Manila is the capital and has 9.9 million people.

The second largest city is Davao City with 1.2 million people.

There are two official languages – English and Filipino.
The primary religion is Roman Catholic with 83 per cent.
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                  Mount Apo


The currency is the Peso.

The official gem is the South Sea Pearl.

The national bird is the Philippine Eagle.

The official fruit is the Mango.
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Life expectancy for men is 68 years and 73 for women.

The literacy rate in the Philippines is 93 percent.

They have over 20 active volcanoes – the most famous one is Pinatubo.

The Philippines is located in the Typhoon Belt and average 19 per year.

The highest point in the Philippines is Mount Apo at 9,692 feet.
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