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We have a family of Red Cardinals living in our yard in Mililani.  Actually, right now we have a male, a female and three eggs. There have been Red Cardinals in our neighborhood every since we moved there in 1975 but this is the first time that they built their nest right in front of our house next to the pool.
	[image: image3.jpg]



	[image: image4.jpg]




	Nest is in bush (right center) by pool
	Here is the female sitting on the eggs


Every time I'm out by the pool, the male cardinal is out flying around making noise trying to keep me away from their nest. When the female cardinal is out, she looks very nervous and just flies around. These cardinals have it made - when they need food, the male will look for my wife where ever she is in the house and come to the window and sing or make big noise to get her attention - he knows that she will always put some food out for them. Yes, we like the Cardinals (both the red and the red headed) and the Pacific Golden Plover that stands on our roof.  But, we could do without the Doves and the Mynah birds who squawk loudly and mess all over the place including on my wife’s white car.  Did you know that Mynah birds have purple doo doo?
The official name for the red cardinal is the Northern Cardinal and is found in North and South America. The male Northern Cardinal has bright red feathers and is actually named after the Cardinal that is the Catholic leader since he wears bright red clothing. The males have bright red feathers, a black face, and coral or red beaks. The females are tan and may have slightly red wings or tail feathers. They both have strong beaks, long tails, and raised crests and grow to 7 to 9 inches long.  
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A pair of Northern Cardinals will nest together. They will both feed the baby cardinals. The male is territorial and will sing a loud song that is meant to warn other male cardinals to stay away. The female cardinal will build the nest typically in a low tree branch or a bush. The male cardinal is very defensive of its territory and will fight off other males. It is even known to start a fight with its own reflection!  

It is thought that the cardinal uses songs to communicate. The female and male will sing back and forth to each other. The typical song of the Northern Cardinal starts with a series of loud, clear whistles. Cardinals will sing sharp "chips" as an alarm song as well. You can hear the Red Cardinal sing at the following website: http://www.all-birds.com/Sound/cardinal.wav
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	The female lays 1 to 5 (usually 3) white eggs with brown spots that average about one inch in length and one-half inch in diameter. Incubation begins when the last egg is laid, and is performed solely by the female. The male brings food to the incubating female. The eggs hatch after 11 to 13 days of incubation. Both parents feed the chicks a diet of insects.  The chicks begin leaving the nest 7 to 13 days after hatching. The parents continue to feed the chicks for 25 to 56 days after they fledge from the nest. After leaving or being driven out of their parent’s territory, young birds often join flocks of other juveniles. The Cardinals will begin breeding the next spring. Typically, cardinals have two broods in a season: one in the early spring (March or April) and a second in the summer (June or July).


The average lifespan of the Red Cardinal is about 3 years but can live up to 15 years. Only about 60% of the chicks will survive the first year. We are afraid that when the parents kick the baby cardinals out of the nest, they will fall into the pool and drown.  Nestlings and eggs are vulnerable to predation by snakes, other birds and small mammals.  Adult red cardinals are predated by domestic cats, domestic dogs, hawks, squirrels and owls. I’m pretty sure our cardinals are safe from the snakes and squirrels but I’m not too sure about the neighborhood cats or our Rottweiler.

	[image: image8.jpg]





	[image: image9.jpg]



	The Northern Cardinal is a very popular bird in the United States. It is the most popular state bird as it is the official state bird of seven of the US states including North Carolina, West Virginia, Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, and Virginia. The cardinal is also the team mascot for some universities (like Louisville and Ball State) and some professional sports teams (like the St. Louis baseball and Arizona football teams).


Here is a quote that I just made up – “If the birds can sing and you enjoy their songs, then everything is probably okay in your world”.
Epilogue: We found two of the baby cardinals dead in the swimming pool. The remaining baby cardinal survived and is flying all over the place.
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