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	American Serial Killers
February 13, 2008


I become interested in serial killers and mass murders a long time ago when I was looking for interesting handwriting samples to analyze.  I have read about and analyzed dozens of samples and found many common traits among these very troubled individuals.  Most serial killers were abused and neglected when they were children.  They have a deep hatred for their parents especially for the mother.  Most could not get along with other people (especially girls) and were unsure of their own sexual identity.  They are an extremely resentful group who harbor a violent rage that could surface at any moment.  Most successful serial killers are great actors who can fool their own families, neighbors, and co-workers for years.  Most are loners who constantly fascinate about having sex, killing people, and getting even with the world.  Eventually, they actually act out these fascinations.
A serial killer is someone who murders three or more people with a cooling off period between each murder.  All serial killers suffer from some form of Antisocial Personality Disorder (APD) but not psychosis since they can appear quite normal and can often even be charming.  Some experts call this the “mask of sanity.”  Serial killers are motivated by a variety of psychological urges, primarily power and sexual compulsion.  Most victims of a serial killing belong to the same race as the killer. 

There are two general types of serial killers.
Organized - These offenders are usually of above average intelligence (IQ around 120) and plan their crimes quite methodically, usually abducting victims, killing them in one place and disposing of them in another. They will often lure the victims with ploys appealing to their sense of sympathy. For example, Ted Bundy would put his arm in a fake plaster cast and ask women to help him carry something to his car, where he would beat them unconscious with a crowbar, and take them away in his car. Others specifically target prostitutes, who are likely to voluntarily go with a serial killer posing as a customer. They maintain a high degree of control over the crime scene, and usually have a solid knowledge of forensic science that enables them to cover their tracks.
	[image: image3.jpg]



	[image: image4.jpg]




	Ted Bundy – aka The Lady Killer.  A law student who raped and murdered more than 30 women in several states (mostly Washington and Florida).
	Gary Ridgway – aka The Green River Killer.  He killed at least 48 female prostitutes or runaways he picked up near Seattle and Tacoma.
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	Dennis Rader – aka The BTK Killer.  BTK stands for Bind, Torture and Kill.  He murdered 10 people in and around Wichita, Kansas between 1974 and 1991.
	David Berkowitz – aka Son of Sam.  Used a .44 caliber pistol to shoot 13 people in New York City between 1976 and 1977.
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	Jeffrey Dahmer – He murdered 17 boys in Wisconsin.  His murders involved rape, necrophilia and cannibalism.  He kept the victims heads in his freezer.
	Tommy Lynn Sells – A drifter who claims to have killed up to 70 people across the United States.  He is currently on death row in Texas.


Disorganized - These offenders are often of low intelligence, have a below average IQ (80-95), and commit their crimes impulsively. Whereas the organized killer will specifically set out to hunt a victim, the disorganized killer will murder someone when the opportunity arises, rarely bothering to dispose of the body but instead just leaving it at the same place in which they found the victim. They usually carry out "blitz" attacks, leaping out and attacking their victims without warning, and will typically perform whatever rituals they feel compelled to carry out (e.g., necrophilia, mutilation, cannibalism, etc.) once the victim is dead. They rarely bother to cover their tracks but may still evade capture for some time because of a level of cunning that compels them to keep on the move. They are often socially inadequate with few friends, and they may have a history of mental problems and be regarded by acquaintances as eccentric or even "a bit creepy." They have little insight into their crimes and may even block out memories of committing the murders.
Serial killers have one or more of the following motives for committing their horrific acts:
Visionary – “The devil made me do it.”  Contrary to popular opinion, serial killers are rarely insane or motivated by voices in their heads although many claim this at their defense trial.  Son of Sam claimed he was forced to kill by a demon which possessed the neighbor’s dog.  Now, that sounds like a reasonable explanation to me!

Missionary – These serial killers believe that their acts are justified on the basis that they are getting rid of a certain type of person and thus doing society a favor.  Prostitutes seem to be the favorite target of these scumbags.  Elderly sick people in hospitals or rest homes are also a favorite target for some serial killers who think they are just putting the patients out of their misery. 

Hedonistic – These people kill for the sheer pleasure of it.  Some of these serial killers have stated they get a sexual excitement from killing and it inspires them to kill more.  Some killers enjoy the actual “chase” of hunting down a victim more than anything while others enjoy the act of torturing and abusing the victim while they are alive.
Gain motivated – By definition, a criminal that commits multiple murders for material ends (such as a hit man) are not classed as serial killers.  But a person willing to kill dozens of people simply to acquire a few clothes and jewelry would be considered the work of a serial killer.
Power and control – This is the most common type of serial killer.  Their main objective for killing is to gain and exert power over their victim.  These killers will often sexually abuse their victims but this rape is not motivated by lust but is simply another form of dominating the victim.

Okay, now that we know more than we ever wanted to know about serial killers, let’s take a look at some statistics.  There have been 92 recorded serial killers since 1900 whereas 82 of these people were caught and we have their names.  An example of an unsolved serial killer is the Zodiac Killer who killed seven people in 1968 and 1969 in Northern California.  The Zodiac coined his name in a series of taunting letters he sent to the press.  Out of the 82 people who we know about, 10 were women serial killers.  You can find additional information about each of these American Serial Killers at the following website: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_serial_killers_by_country#USA
I have compiled some more serial killer statistics by state:

STATE

  OCCURANCES 
   # OF VICTIMS

California


20 


278

New York


14


145

Texas



  8


  96

Washington


  7


135

Florida



  6


112

Illinois



  5


  68

Georgia


  4


  39

Michigan


  4


  36

New Jersey


  3


  30

Ohio



  3


  24

Kansas



  3


  19

Utah



  3


  10

Oregon


 
  3


  10

Kentucky


  2


  43

Louisiana


  2


  23

Massachusetts


  2


  17

Virginia


  2


  15

Pennsylvania


  2


  12

Alabama


  2 

  
  12

North Carolina

  2


  12

Wisconsin


  1


  19

District of Columbia

  1


  16

Colorado


  1


  16

Arkansas


  1


  16

Alaska



  1


  15

South Carolina

  
  1


    9

Connecticut


  1


    8

Missouri


  1


    6

West Virginia


  1


    4

Indiana


  1


    4

Tennessee


  1


    4

Oklahoma


  1


    3





----


 -----



Totals

111


1256

States with no recorded serial killings: Arizona, Delaware, Hawaii, Idaho, Iowa, Maine, Maryland, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Mexico, North Dakota, Rhode Island, South Dakota, Vermont, and Wyoming.

What is the group of people most likely to be the victim of a serial killer?  Prostitutes are at the most risk by a mile.  In fact, I don’t know why any female in her right mind would want to work as a prostitute in Seattle or Los Angeles.  
The safest place to live seems to be in the New England or upper Mid-west states.  You can never predict where the next serial killer is going to strike but odds are it will be in California or New York.  Per population, Washington State has had the most serial killer victims.  The chances of a normal American citizen (like you and me) getting killed by a serial killer, a mass murder or a terrorist is very slim so don’t worry – be happy and enjoy life.

	“Live each day to the fullest.  Don’t worry about things that happened 25 years ago, or 5 years ago, or 1 year ago, or 1 day ago.  Also, don’t worry about tomorrow because you have no control about what will happen.  You might die tonight.  Live each day at a time.”
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