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Most of us have heard of the “Silk Road”. It was a network of trade routes,
formally established during the Han Dynasty of China, which linked the
regions of the ancient world in commerce. These routes were used regularly
from 130 BC, when the Han officially opened trade with the west, to 1453 AD,
when the Ottoman Empire boycotted trade with the west and closed the
routes.

Silk Road Routes

It was called the Silk Road because silk was traded along it. At the time, silk
was only made in China, and it was a valuable material. The Silk Road not
only earned China a lot of money, but all along the route cities prospered and
markets flourished. Cities like Samarkand and Bukhara were built largely on
the trade from the silk route. Trade on the Silk Road played a big part in the
growth of the ancient cultures of China, Egypt, Mesopotamia, Persia, India,
and Rome, and helped to make the beginning of today's world.
Of course, many other things were also traded, even ideas. Because the
traders came from many places, different ideas were brought to China, and
China's ideas were taken to other places. Some of the other things traded were
porcelain and other types of pottery, food, wine, and spices. Chess pieces from
northern India were brought to China and Persia. Paper arrived in the west
from China. Metals and jewels were transported and traded along with slaves.
Probably no trader went the whole way along the road which extended 6,400
miles (10,000 kilometers). Goods would be traded on at every stopping-point.
Plus there were a lot of deals made to get past difficult and dangerous places.
The greatest value of the Silk Road, however, was the exchange of culture, art,
religion, philosophy, technology, language, science, architecture, and every
other element of civilization. This along with the commercial goods were
carried from country to country. Along the network of routes, disease traveled
also, as evidenced in the spread of the bubonic plague of 542 AD which is
thought to have arrived in Constantinople by way of the Silk Road and which
decimated the Byzantine Empire. The closing of the Silk Road forced
merchants to take to the sea to ply their trade, thus initiating the Age of
Discovery (1453-1660 AD) which led to world-wide interaction and the
beginnings of a global community.
That was a brief description of the “Ancient Silk Road”. But, have you heard
about the “New” Silk Road? Well, I had not heard about it until a few weeks
ago when I was sitting at the bar talking to an acquaintance of mine who I
have seen at the bar several times but only talked to a couple of times. I could
tell from his appearance that he was from a Mideast country. As it turns out,
he is from Dubai or Qatar (I can’t remember for sure) and he is here working
in Hawaii as a contractor. He found out that I do a little writing and asked
me what I write about. I told him I write about everything and asked him if
there was anything he wanted me to research and write an article about. He
asked me to write about, “The Chinese Presence in the Province of
Balochistan, Pakistan.”

It didn’t take much research to discover that my Mid-eastern acquaintance
was really asking me to write about The “New” Silk Chinese-Pakistan Road
Project. To really understand the significance of this project, we need to learn
some background information on Pakistan and the Province of Balochistan.

Okay, I know for sure that I have never heard
of Balochistan but I do know a few things about
Pakistan. I know that the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan is the only Muslim country in the
World with the nuclear bomb and that it was in
Pakistan where we (the United States) finally
found and killed Osama bin Laden. That’s
about it. Let’s take a look at a couple of maps of
Pakistan to see if we can find Balochistan.

Islamic Republic of Pakistan

Pakistan Provinces

Yes, I see it – on the right map - the big purple colored providence in South
Western Pakistan. We will discuss Balochistan in a minute but first let’s learn
a little bit more about Pakistan - here are a few facts and some basic
information:

PAKISTAN
Pakistan was formed on August 14, 1947, when India gained independence
from Great Britain. It was created as a homeland for India's Muslim
population, the nation was originally divided into East Pakistan and West
Pakistan.
Pakistan and India Conflicts
Pakistan and India fought their first war over the disputed territory of
Kashmir in 1948, a second in 1965, and a third in 1971 when India
intervened in a civil war over East Pakistan's attempt to secede from the
nation. The secession was ultimately successful, and East Pakistan formed
what is now Bangladesh.
Geography, Population, and Demographics
Present-day Pakistan is 321,576 square miles (803,940 sq. km), about twice
the size of California. Its population is about 200 million -- more than five
times that of California. Pakistan's capital is Islamabad (Population is a
little over 2 million people). The two cities with the most people are Karachi
in the Province of Sindh with about 23 million and Lahore in the Province of
Punjab with about 7.5 million people. Ninety-seven percent of Pakistanis are
Muslim; 77 percent are Sunni Muslim, and 20 percent are Shiite Muslim.
The official language of Pakistan is Urdu, though only 8 percent of the
population speak it. The most widely spoken language in Pakistan is
Punjabi, spoken by 48 percent of the people.
The life expectancy is a little over 62 years. The average annual income is
approximately US $1200 and 35 percent of the population lives below the
international poverty line. Pakistan's literacy rate is about 46 percent.

Economy
Pakistan's primary industries are textiles, apparel, food processing,
beverages, construction materials, paper products, fertilizer and shrimp. Its
unemployment rate, not including substantial underemployment, is about 8
percent. Forty-four percent of Pakistan's labor force works in the
agricultural sector, which produces cotton, wheat, rice, sugarcane, fruit,
vegetables, milk, beef, mutton and eggs. Pakistan exports textiles, rice,
leather, sports goods, carpets and rugs to the United States, the United Arab
Emirates, the United Kingdom, Germany and Hong Kong.
Nuclear Bomb
In 1974, three years after the third India-Pakistan war, India held its first
atomic test, prompting Pakistan's then-prime minister, Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto,
to vow to develop a nuclear program in Pakistan.
Dr. Abdul Qadeer Khan, a Pakistani scientist then working in the
Netherlands at a European nuclear facility, allegedly stole the designs he
had access to and returned to Pakistan in 1976, where he used these to help
develop Pakistan's nuclear arms program. Khan is highly regarded within
Pakistan for having put the nation on the international map as a nuclear
power. In 1998, both Pakistan and India conducted nuclear tests, which
renewed tension between the two countries.
Terrorism in Pakistan
Terrorism in Pakistan has become a major and highly destructive force in
recent years. The annual death toll from terrorist attacks has risen from 164
in 2003 to about 4,000 in 2014, with a total of more than 40,000 Pakistanis
killed.
Terrorism in Pakistan originated with it supporting the Soviet war in
Afghanistan, and the subsequent civil war that continued for at least a
decade. The conflict brought numerous fighters from all over the world to
South Asia in the name of jihad. The Taliban and al Qaeda control areas in
northwest Pakistan and they are doing everything they can to destabilize the
country. They have been responsible for a wave of suicide bombings and
other terrorist attacks in recent months.
Pakistan is rated as the fourth most dangerous country in the World after
Syria, Iraq, and Afghanistan.

