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	Tattoos
June 15, 2011
	     1411105


What has happened to the human race? More and more people world-wide are getting tattoos.  Many of these people are getting several tattoos all over their bodies. Some tattoos like the ones at the top of this column don’t look too bad but I think most of them are ugly. Men, women, and even children are permanently defacing their bodies with colorful pictures, designs, and writing.  When I was young, the only people who had tattoos were prison convicts and a few drunken sailors. I was in the Navy but I never had any desire to get a tattoo - even after drinking many beers. A few of my friends did get tattoos and most of them regretted it later.  Many young people really think their tattoos look great but those great looking tattoos will all look ugly when they get older.  I have never seen a good looking tattoo on an old person! 
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See what I mean!!
The NBA is famous (especially the Denver Nuggets) for player’s tattoos.  Here are a few of the more famous ones:
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	Dennis “The Worm” Rodman
	Allen “The Answer” Iverson
	Chris “The Birdman” Andersen
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	LeBron “King” James or is that LaBron “The Chosen 1” James


I think that picture of LeBron James was taken after the Heat blew a big lead to Dirk Nowitzki and the Dallas Mavericks in the 2011 finals.  It seems that if you have a lot of tattoos, you must have a catchy nickname.  Okay, now let’s learn a little bit about tattoos.
Name Origin and History

A tattoo is a marking made by inserting indelible ink into the dermis layer of the skin to change the pigment. Tattoos on humans are a type of decorative body modification, while tattoos on animals are most commonly used for identification or branding. The first written reference to the word, "tattoo" (or Samoan "Tatau") appears in the journal of Joseph Banks, the naturalist aboard Captain Cook's ship the HMS Endeavour in 1769: "I shall now mention the way they mark themselves indelibly, each of them is so marked by their humor or disposition". Sailors on later voyages both introduced the word and reintroduced the concept of tattooing to Europe and later to America.
Tattooing has been practiced for centuries worldwide. Tattooing in Japan is thought to go back to the Paleolithic era, some ten thousand years ago. The Ainu, the indigenous people of Japan, traditionally wore facial tattoos. Today, one can find Berbers of Tamazgha (North Africa), Maori of New Zealand, Hausa people of Northern Nigeria, Arabic people in East-Turkey and Atayal of Taiwan with facial tattoos. Tattooing was widespread among Polynesian people and among certain tribal groups in the Taiwan, Philippines, Borneo, Mentawai Islands, Africa, North America, South America, Mesoamerica, Europe, Japan, Cambodia, New Zealand and Micronesia. Despite some taboos surrounding tattooing, the art continues to be popular in many parts of the world.
Speaking of facial tattoos, if you owned a company, would you hire one of the following individuals to work for you?  How about letting your daughter date one of these weirdos?
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Tattoos have served as rites of passage, marks of status and rank, symbols of religious and spiritual devotion, decorations for bravery, sexual lures and marks of fertility, pledges of love, punishment, amulets and talismans, protection, and as the marks of outcasts, slaves and convicts. The symbolism and impact of tattoos varies in different places and cultures. Tattoos may show how a person feels about a relative or friend.

	Religious Views on Tattooing

Catholics - There is no consistent Christian or Catholic position on tattooing. The majority of Christians do not take issue with the practice of tattooing.  However, a minority uphold the Hebrew view against tattoos. The most common tattoo among Christians is the symbol of the cross.
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Mormons - Members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints have been advised by their church leaders to not tattoo their bodies. In the Articles of Faith of The Church, it states that Mormons accept the Bible to be the word of God. Therefore, the church believes that the body is a sacred temple as preached in the New Testament and that they should keep it clean, inside and out.
Islamic - Tattoos are considered forbidden in Sunni Islam. According to the book of Sunni traditions, Sahih Bukhari, "The Prophet forbade mutilation of body.”  Sunni Muslims believe tattooing is forbidden and a sin because it involves changing the creation of God and because the Prophet cursed the ones who does tattoos. 
Judaism - Tattoos are forbidden in Judaism based on the Torah (Leviticus 19:28): "You shall not make gashes in your flesh for the dead, or incise any marks on yourselves: I am the Lord." The prohibition is explained by contemporary rabbis as part of a general prohibition on body modification that does not serve a medical purpose.

	How tattoos are done

A tattoo is a permanent mark or design made on your skin with pigments inserted through pricks into the skin's top layer. Typically, the tattoo artist uses a hand-held machine that acts much like a sewing machine, with one or more needles piercing the skin repeatedly. With every puncture, the needles insert tiny ink droplets. The process — which is done without anesthetics and may last up to several hours for a large tattoo — causes a small amount of bleeding and slight to potentially significant pain. The most common method of tattooing in modern times is the electric tattoo machine, which inserts ink into the skin via a single needle or a group of needles that are soldered onto a bar, which is attached to an oscillating unit. The unit rapidly and repeatedly drives the 
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needle in and out of the skin, usually 80 to 150 times a second. This modern procedure is ordinarily sanitary. The needles are single-use needles that come packaged individually. The tattoo artist must wash not only his or her hands, but he or she must also wash the area that will be tattooed. Gloves must be worn at all times and the wound must be wiped frequently with a wet disposable towel of some kind. The equipment must be sterilized in a certified Autoclave before and after every use.
Tattoo Prices

Prices for this service vary widely globally and locally, depending on the complexity of the tattoo, the skill and expertise of the artist, the attitude of the customer, the costs of running a business, the economics of supply and demand, etc. The time it takes to get a tattoo is in proportion with its size and complexity. A small one of simple design might take fifteen minutes and cost less than a hundred dollars, whereas an elaborate sleeve tattoo or back piece requires multiple sessions of several hours each and cost thousands of dollars.

Tattoo Health Risks

Because it requires breaking the skin barrier, tattooing may carry health risks, including infection and allergic reactions. Tattoo dyes — especially red dye — can cause allergic skin reactions, resulting in an itchy rash that may occur at the tattoo site or even years after you get the tattoo. Tattoos can lead to local bacterial infections, characterized by redness, swelling, pain and a pus drainage. Sometimes bumps called granulomas form around tattoo ink. Tattooing can also lead to raised areas caused by an overgrowth of scar tissue. In amateur tattoos, such as those applied in prisons, there is an elevated risk of infection. Infections that can theoretically be transmitted by the use of unsterilized tattoo equipment or contaminated ink include surface infections of the skin, herpes simplex virus, tetanus, staph, fungal infections, some forms of hepatitis, tuberculosis, and HIV (AIDS).

Temporary tattoos 

Temporary tattoos are popular with models and children as they involve no permanent alteration of the skin but produce a similar appearance that can last anywhere from a few days to several weeks. The most common style is a type of body sticker similar to a decal, which is typically transferred to the skin using water. Although the design is waterproof, it can be removed easily with oil-based creams. Originally inserted as a prize in bubble gum packages, they consisted of a poor quality ink transfer that would easily come off with water or rubbing. Today's vegetable dye temporaries can look extremely realistic and adhere up to 3 weeks due to a layer of glue similar to that found on an adhesive bandage.

Tattoo removal

While tattoos are considered permanent, it is sometimes possible to remove them with laser treatments, fully or partially. Typically, black and darker colored inks can be removed more completely. An ink trademarked as InfinitInk is designed to be removed in a single laser treatment. The expense and pain of removing tattoos will typically be greater than the expense and pain of applying them. Some jurisdictions will pay for the voluntary removal of gang tattoos. Pre-laser tattoo removal methods include dermabrasion, salabrasion (scrubbing the skin with salt), cryosurgery, and excision which are sometimes used along with skin grafts for larger tattoos.

Year 2011 Tattoo Facts and Statistics

- Tattoo enthusiasts refer to tattoos as "Ink", "Tats", "Art", "Pieces", or "Work"; and to the tattooists as "Artists".
- Around 40% of people in the 18-40 age group flaunt at least one tattoo.  In 1960, this percentage was closer to 10%.
- Overall, at least 15% of all Americans sport at least one tattoo.

- About 10% of people 65 and older have at least one tattoo. 

- Men (16%) are just slightly more likely to have a tattoo than women (14%).

- Democrats are a bit more likely to have tattoos (16%) than Republicans and Independents (14% each).

- 20% of people who live in the Western states of the U.S. have a tattoo compared to just 10% of those who live in the Midwest. 

- 75% of convicts in prisons have tattoos. Many of these tattoos were obtained in prison.
- 72% of NBA (Pro Basketball) players sport at least one tattoo.
- 84% of people with a tattoo say they do not regret getting it.

- Of the 16% regretting it, only 6% elect for tattoo removal.

- 60% of American people say that having a tattoo makes them feel no different. However, 
       - 36% of those with a tattoo say having it makes them feel more rebellious.

       - 31% say the tattoo makes them feel sexy.

       - 19% say having a tattoo makes them feel more attractive.

Let’s look at a few more tattoos on various body parts:
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	Arm
	Leg
	Back
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	Body (Front)
	Back (Japanese Characters)
	Tongue


Some of these tattoos don't look too bad! I have nothing against people with tattoos.  In fact, I have a lot of friends, co-workers, and family with tattoos.  Well, maybe not that many family members! I believe people should be able to do what they want to their own body, and if they like having a tattoo or two or three, that is fine with me. I guess I'm one of those old fashion conservative people that just don't believe in getting a tattoo. "To each - their own" as the old saying goes. But, I also believe everybody is entitled to their own opinion and if I think a person’s tattoos are ugly, that is my prerogative. However, I do keep my opinions to myself most of the time. At a minimum, I think a man or woman should be able to dress up without showing any tattoos. 
I will end this column with pictures of Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt.  Yes, even famous movie stars have tattoos.
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                                                     bigdrifter44@gmail.com
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