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	The Earthquake
October 2006


Hawaii was rattled by a major 6.7 earthquake on Sunday morning, October 20, 2006, just before 7:08 a.m.  A second 6.0 earthquake occurred 7 minutes later along with over 30 aftershocks during the course of the day.  The earthquakes caused a state-wide power outage and to make things worse, it was raining hard.  
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	The Big Island earthquake damage tops $100 million.  Over 1200 homes and buildings were damaged.  Several roads, dams, and bridges were damaged.  Gov. Linda Lingle discussed the earthquakes and their problems yesterday with North Kohala residents who gathered at the heavily damaged Kalahikiola Congregational Church.  Hawaii Government organizations, businesses, and residents began a massive cleanup effort.
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	KSSK and its sister station K-59 were the only live media accessible to the local people. All power was out, the Internet was down, all television stations were dark. Popular morning show anchors, Larry Price and Michael W. Perry, cheerfully and voluntarily came in to work to help residents sort through what had happened and what they should do next.  One of the bigger calls for help came from elevator shafts where at least 100 people were trapped.  The power failure basically closed the Honolulu International Airport except for incoming flights that were already in the air. Thousands of visitors were already checked out of their hotels, but not able to catch flights home because of airport closures.   
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	There were many hungry visitors and residents – most restaurants closed because of the power outages. The ones that did open were limiting their menu items to what could safely be served cold.  Safeway and Foodland let in a few customers at a time as the others waited in long lines outside. Store managers shuttled customers through darkened isles with flashlights.  All of Oahu's 800 traffic signals were not working and there were only two service stations able to pump gas.  There were long lines everywhere. 


	[image: image11.jpg]



	[image: image12.png]




	[image: image13.jpg]



	[image: image14.jpg]




	Tourists in Waikiki had a rough day.  Most had no idea what was going on once the power went off.  They had to walk down dark stairwells to get out of their hotels.  Some started running for high ground because they were worried about being hit with a tsunami.  Restaurants and bars were closed and people spent a lot of time waiting in line in the rain just to get something to eat or drink.  As night fell, some of Honolulu had lights and some didn’t - Waikiki was still dark.  A lot of the tourists didn’t want to sit in their dark hotel rooms and decided to get a little beach time.  
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This was one Sunday where everybody had their own earthquake story.  Here is mine:

Normally on Sunday, I get up early, go get the paper and something to eat and go to the office.  But this Sunday I had to take my daughter Tracy to the airport at 7:30a.m.  She was going to Las Vegas for a Dental Convention paid by her office.  Me and our dog Kudo got up early and went for a ride, got the newspaper and went to MacDonald’s for coffee.  We got home about 6:30a.m.  It had been raining hard all night and there was some flooding.  My swimming pool was overflowing so I decided to let some water out.  At 7:07a.m., as I was standing by the pool, I heard a strange “rumbling” noise and the ground started to shake.  I could see my house and the neighbor's house moving back and forth.  I could also see the ripples on the pool water. I was also shaking back and forth for about 20 seconds.  It was not strong enough to knock me down but it was strong enough to scare me. My wife and Tracy come running out of the house.  They were afraid the house was going to fall down and my wife was also afraid our new floor tiles were going to crack.  Seven minutes later, the ground began to shake again (this time for only a few seconds).  We all knew that two major earthquakes had occurred.  I checked the house, brick walls, and the pool – I could not find any damage.  About that time, the power went out.  My daughter tried to call her sister but could not get through.  The phones would not work.  It was time to take Tracy to the airport so we put her bags in the truck and headed for the airport.  We noticed that only one radio station worked (KSSK 590) and they had a pre-recorded program on.  About the time we got close to the airport, they announced on the radio that a 6.7 earthquake had occurred down by the big island.  Power was out state-wide.  I figured that the airport would have backup generator power and continued on to the airport and dropped Tracy off.  I then went to the office because I thought surely the power would be on soon.  Since my computer would not work, there was not much to do except sit by the window and read my book.  It was very quiet except for the beeping backup power supply systems that were unsuccessfully trying to keep the computers up.  My phone did not work but I did have a battery powered radio to listen to the latest news.  I finally went home at 12:00 noon.  I was wrong about the airport.  It had closed down except for bringing in the flights that were already in the air on the way to Honolulu.  They did not have power to run the equipment to screen passengers or the ramps “jetways” to the planes.  Tracy's flight was cancelled and she needed a ride home, so I went to the airport again to get her.  She wanted to stop and get something to eat so we stopped at the shopping center.  Everything was closed except for one small Korean place.  We went home to wait for the power to come back on.  At about 2:00p.m., they slowly started turning on the power, one section of the island at a time.  Pearl City was first since they were the closest to the power plant.  The power came on in Mililani at 3:30p.m.  We could finally watch TV to find out what had happened.  The power at the airport came on about 6:30p.m. Tracy's flight was re-scheduled for 11:30p.m.  My wife took her to the airport this time.  I was tried and went to bed.   All of the power didn't come up until Monday morning.  

I came in to work early on Monday to work on a hot project only to find my computer would not work. The power surge had knocked out the power supply on my computer.   How did we ever do any work in the days before there were computers? 
What a Sunday we had!!
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