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	Utah Counties
March 5, 2008


The other day I was browsing the Internet looking at the population of some of the cities in Utah and I discovered that there are a lot of towns in Utah that I have never heard of.  I grew up in Utah and I thought I knew pretty much every town in the state.  I was wrong.  Then I decided to check out the different counties in Utah – surely I knew all of the counties and where they are physically located in the state.  I was wrong again.  Either my brain has deteriorated badly or I never bothered to learn these things.  
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So, let’s take a closer look at the 29 counties in my home state of Utah.  
Beaver County – Population is around 6,200 with a total area of 2,592 square miles. Key towns include Beaver, Milford and Minersville.  It was named for the Beaver River and the abundance of beavers in the area.  I can’t remember spending much time in Beaver County.  
Box Elder County – Population is about 46,500 with a total area of 6,729 square miles. Key towns include Brigham City, Garland and Tremonton.  It is located in the Northwest corner of Utah.  It was named for the Box Elder trees in the area.  We go to Brigham City on a regular basis to visit uncle R (my dad’s brother) and Aunt Ev.
Cache County – Population is estimated at 106,400 with a total area of 3,038 square miles. Key towns include Logan, Providence and Smithfield.  It was named for the fur stashes made by the many early fur trappers.  There is some good fishing on the Bear River located up in scenic Logan Canyon.  My sister Linda went to college at Utah State (located in Logan) and her family lived there for many years.
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	Logan LDS Temple
	Downtown Price


Carbon County – Population is about 20,000 with a total area of 1,485 square miles. Key towns include Price and Helper.  It was named for all the coal in the area.  My dad was born and raised in Price.  His family herded sheep on the mountains near Price Canyon.  One of the best fishing spots in this county is Scofield Reservoir where we have caught a lot of nice fish.

Daggett County – Population is about 950 with a total area of 723 square miles.  It is named for Ellsworth Daggett, the first surveyor general of Utah.  The only incorporated town is Manila which is also the county seat.  The primary attraction is Flaming Gorge Reservoir and Recreation Area.  I have been to Flaming Gorge a couple of times but never knew it was in Daggett County.

Davis County – Population is estimated at 276,300 with a total area of 634 square miles which makes it the smallest land area of any county in Utah.  It was named for Daniel C. Davis, a captain in the Mormon Battalion.  Some of the key towns are Bountiful, Clearfield, Kaysville, Layton, and Farmington.  The most famous amusement park in Utah (Lagoon) is located in Farmington.  The biggest military installation in Utah (Hill Air Force Base) is located near Clearfield and Layton. 
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	Lagoon Colossus Roller Coaster
	Ute Indian Tepee


Duchesne County – Population is about 15,360 with a total area of 3,256 square miles.  The key towns are Roosevelt and Duchesne.  Its name is of uncertain origin but most people there think it was named after the Ute Indian word doo-shane meaning dark canyon.  The Ute Indian Tribe has a reservation close to Roosevelt – some of the biggest tourist attractions are the Indian ceremonies and Pow-Wows.  There are several Indian stores in the area to buy Indian merchandise.  In my early years, my family used to go to Tabiona Mountain to hunt deer.       
Emery County – Population is about 10,800 with a total area of 4,462 square miles.  Some of the key towns are Emery, Castle Dale and Huntington.  The Green River forms the eastern boundary.  The county was named for George W. Emery, governor of the Utah Territory in 1875.  Emery is the state’s number two coal-producing County and the area where several mining accidents have occurred recently including the Crandall Canyon Mine collapse on August 6, 2007 that killed six workers.  We would drive through Castle Dale on the way to Price.  
Garfield County – Population is only about 4,500 with a total area of 5,208 square miles.  The key towns are Panguitch and Escalante.  The Colorado River passes through a deep gorge on this county’s eastern boundary.  Bryce Canyon National Park and the San Rafael Desert are located here.  I might have been to Bryce Canyon once but I can’t remember it being in Garfield County.
Grand County – Population is 8,750 with a land area of 3,694 square miles.  It was named for the Grande River.  The only town of any size in this county is Moab.  The Green River forms the western boundary and the Colorado River lies on the eastern boundary.  Deserts, cliffs and plateaus make up the scenery and Grand County is the home of Arches and Canyonlands National Parks.  I can remember going to Moab once when me and my dad were out in the desert with his new Geiger counter looking for uranium.
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	Moab, Utah


Iron County – Population is about 38,400 with a land area of 3,302 square miles.  Key towns are Cedar City and Parowan.  It is named for the iron mines in the area.  Cedar City is the home of Southern Utah University and is the gateway to nearby Zion National Park and Cedar Breaks National Monument. The I-15 freeway goes through Cedar City on its way to St. George and Las Vegas.  

Juab County – Population is about 9,120 with a land area of 3,406 square miles.  The key towns are Nephi, Eureka and Mona.  It was named from an Indian word meaning thirsty valley.  Eureka used to be a big mining town and there are a lot of farms in the Nephi-Mona area.  My sister’s daughter Anne and her family live in Nephi.
Kane County – Population is about 6,200 with a land area of 4,108 square miles.  The only town of any size is Kanab.  It was named for COL Thomas Kane, a friend of the Mormon settlers.  The town of Kanab is situated centrally between Bryce Canyon, the Grand Canyon (North Rim), and Zion National Park.  I think I visited Kanab once but I can’t remember much about it. 

Millard County – Population is about 12,280 with a land area of 6,589 square miles.  It was named for Millard Fillmore the thirteenth President of the United States.  Key towns include Delta and Fillmore.  The Sevier Desert covers most of the county and there is not much going on there except for some farming.

Morgan County – Population is about 7,900 with a land area of 611 square miles.   It was named after Jedediah Morgan Grant, the father of Heber J. Grant, who served as president of the LDS church.  The only town of any size is Morgan.  Cattle and sheep ranches can be found throughout the valley and in the surrounding mountains.  

Piute County – Population is about 1,365 with a land area of 766 square miles.  It was named for the Paiute tribe of Indians.  Key towns are Circleville and Kingston.  Piute County has a lot of rugged canyons, mountains and lakes.  I don’t know if I ever visited this area or not.

Rich County – Population is about 2,050 with a land area of 1,086 square miles.  It was named after LDS apostle, Charles Rich.  Key towns are Randolph, Woodruff and Garden City.  Garden City sits on the shore of Bear Lake and this is a very scenic area.  The towns of Randolph and Woodruff lie in the Bear River Valley and are farming communities.  

Salt Lake County – Population is estimated to be about 1 million and it has a land area of 808 square miles.  It was named for the Great Salt Lake.  The key cities are Salt Lake City, West Valley City, Murray, Draper, Sandy and Midvale.  The Wasatch Mountains to the east of Salt Lake City are famous for its ski resorts – Salt Lake City hosted the 2002 Winter Olympics.  I know Salt Lake very well since I went to college there at the University of Utah.

San Juan County – Population is estimated to be 14,105 and its total area of 7,933 square miles makes it the largest county in the state.  It was named for the San Juan River.  This county is located in the southeast corner of Utah.  The key cities are Blanding and Monticello.  The western and southern boundaries lie deep within gorges carved by the Colorado and San Juan Rivers.  Glen Canyon and Lake Powell are in this county.  The La Sal Mountains that rise to 13,000 feet are covered with lush forest contrasting the scenery below which is at about 3,000 feet.

Sanpete County – Population is estimated to be 24,045 with a total area of 1,603 square miles.  It was named for a Ute Indian chief named San Pitch.  The key towns are Manti and Ephraim.  Snow Junior College is located in Ephraim and this was one of the colleges that wanted me to play basketball for them.  Manti is the home of the third LDS Temple.  The turkey industry is big in this area and helps the economy but they really stink up the place.

Sevier County – Population is about 19,400 with a total area of 1,918 square miles.  It was named for the Sevier River.  Key towns are Richfield and Salina.  Fremont Indian State Park is located in Clear Creek Canyon, adjacent to the I-70 freeway.  Fish Lake National Forest is also located in Sevier County.  We have been fishing at Fish Lake and have hunted deer in mountains near Salina.

Summit County – Population is estimated to be over 35,000 with a total land area of 1,882 square miles.  The county is so named because it includes 39 of the highest mountain peaks in Utah.  The key towns are Park City, Kamas and Coalville.  Park City is famous for its snow, skiing and for being an upscale getaway vacation location. 

Tooele County – Population is around 51,310 with a total area of 7,287 square miles.  The key towns include Tooele, Grantsville, Stockton and Wendover.  Tooele County is either named after the Goshute Indian tribe word “tu-wanda” meaning “bear” or from the Spanish word “tule” meaning “bulrush”.  The Great Salt Lake desert covers most of the county.  After getting out of the Navy in 1966, I went to work at the Tooele Army Depot and lived in Tooele for a couple of years before moving to Hawaii in 1970.  

Uintah County – Population is about 27,000 with a total land area of 4,499 square miles.  It was named for the Ute Indians.  The key towns include Vernal, Maeser, Jensen and Fort Duchesne.  The biggest attraction in this county is the Dinosaur National Monument and the Dinosaur Quarry that is located northeast of Jensen.
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	Vernal Dinosaur Museum
	View of Timp from Pleasant Grove


Utah County – Population is estimated at 444,000 with a land area of 2,141 square miles.  It was named for the Spanish name (Yuta) for the Ute Indians.  The key towns include Lehi, American Fork, Pleasant Grove, Orem, Provo, Springville, Spanish Fork and Payson.  Utah (Happy) Valley is lined by the Wasatch Front Mountains on the east and Utah Lake on the west.  My mother was born and raised in Pleasant Grove and that is my hometown.  Mount Timpanogos (11,749 feet) is the highest mountain in the county.
Wasatch County – Population is about 19,000 with a land area of 1,209 square miles.  It was named for a Ute Indian word meaning mountain pass.  Some of the key towns include Heber, Midway and Charleston.  I always thought Heber valley along with Deer Creek Reservoir would be a beautiful area to live.
Washington County – Population is around 126,320 with a total land area of 2,430 square miles.  It was named for the first President of the United States, George Washington.  The key towns include St. George, Hurricane, Santa Clara and Washington.  St. George is the second fastest growing city in the United States.  This area is called Dixie because the Mormon pioneers grew cotton here in the warm climate.

Wayne County – Population is about 2,450 with a total land area of 2,466 square miles.  It was named for American Revolutionary War General Anthony Wayne.  The key towns include Loa, Bicknell and Hanksville.  When I was a kid we used to go fishing on the Fremont River and the Loa Ponds.

Weber County – Population is estimated at 213,000 with a total land area of 659 square miles.  It was named after the Weber River.  The key towns include Ogden, Roy, Riverdale and Washington Terrace.  Weber State University is located in Ogden.  

Well, if you are still with me at this point, you must be from Utah.  I know one thing for sure – Utah has way too many counties.  Most of them hardly have any people living in them.  I propose that the state of Utah consolidate the counties as follows:

Washington County (St. George would be the county seat) should encompass all of southern Utah that includes Beaver, Piute, Wayne, Iron, Garfield, Kane, Washington and San Juan counties.

Tooele County (Tooele would be the county seat) should include the western counties Tooele, Juab, Millard, Sanpete and Sevier.

Cache County (Logan would be the county seat) should include the northern counties Box Elder, Cache and Rich.

Carbon County (Price would be the county seat) should include the eastern counties Daggett, Duchesne, Uintah, Carbon, Emery and Grand.

Weber County (Ogden would be the county seat) should include Weber, Morgan and Davis counties.

Salt Lake County (Salt Lake City would be the county seat) should include Salt Lake and Summit counties.
Utah County (Provo would be the county seat) should include Utah and Wasatch counties. 
There – I have fixed the excess county problem in Utah - Seven counties are a lot more manageable than the current 29 and I’m pretty sure that I can remember all of the names.  I have probably visited or driven through all of the 29 counties in Utah but the county names I could not remember were Rich, Daggett, Iron, Piute, Garfield, Kane and San Juan.  If you are from Utah, grab a pen and paper and try writing down the 29 Utah Counties and see how well you do.
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