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	Utah Wildfires
July 18, 2007


It looks like global warming has hit the state of Utah.  From watching TV and checking things out on the Internet, it appears that most of the state is on fire.  A scorching heat wave coupled with tinder-dry conditions and lightning storms have set off wildfires throughout the West.  The Milford Flat fire, the largest wildfire in Utah state history, topped 320,000 acres on Tuesday, July 10, 2007.   This raging wind-whipped inferno has blackened over 470 square miles of southcentral Utah's high desert rangeland. 
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More than 500 firefighters were fighting the blaze 120 miles south of Salt Lake City.  The fire forced the evacuations of Cove Fort and the Blundell Geothermal Power Plant, where it was threatening railroad lines, bridges and several homes. The Milford Flat fire contributed to the deaths of a California couple whose motorcycle was struck by a car in heavy smoke Saturday.  Interstate 15 was closed for several minutes when flames approached it and black smoke shot across the highway.  It has also destroyed at least one home, about 10 outbuildings, pastures and apparently scores of cattle, leaving ranchers fearful for their livelihoods. 
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This is not the only wildfire burning in Utah. There have been dozens of them already this summer and some of them are still burning.  The Neola North wildfire in the Ashley National Forest might burn all summer says the fire commander.  This fire has killed three people and charred more than 100 square miles.  More than 700 firefighters have joined the battle to help protect homes and control the burn.  This fire is also burning on the Uintah and Ouray Indian reservations.  Gov. Jon Huntsman deployed 100 National Guard Troops to enforce road blocks and assist local police.  Most of this area is closed to the public.
	[image: image8.jpg]





	[image: image9.jpg]





At this writing, the following eight wildfires are burning in the state of Utah:
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	● Milford Flats 
	● Neola North
	● Greenville Bench
	● Jungle Fire

	● Moody Fire
	● Mathis Fire
	● Black Rock Gulch
	● Slide Fire


Wildfires are burning in all of the western states.  California has especially been hit hard with hundreds of houses and businesses burned down.  Even here in Hawaii there have been several brush fires on Oahu, Maui and the Big Island.  The year 2007 might go down in history as the worst year ever for wildfires.  I sure hope Al Gore solves this global warming problem soon.
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