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	Utah’s National Parks
March 18, 2008


Welcome to Utah’s National Parks.  This area of South and Southeast Utah is called “THE GRAND CIRCLE” and encompasses the Arches, Canyonlands, Bryce Canyon, Capitol Reef, Zion National Parks, and the Grand Canyon (which is actually located in Arizona).  
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	"Where stone, that mystic symbol of permanence, nobility, and enduring strength, has been transformed by nature's sculptors into a grand display of three-dimensional artistry in rock, unmatched for variety anywhere else."

                            Ward Roylance,

                               Utah resident


If you have never visited this part of the country, you have really missed seeing some beautiful scenery.  It is not too late.  In this column, I will help you plan the trip.  
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In fact, Mr and Mrs Joe Tourist, I will go with you.  It has been a long time since I have visited this part of Utah and I would like to see it again.  This will be an 11 day trip and we will be driving over 1500 miles.  

Day 1 – Salt Lake City:  Utah has only one major airport so we will be flying into Salt Lake City.  Since it is a long drive (about 250 miles) to the parks, we will do some sightseeing (visit the Mormon Temple Square etc.) in Salt Lake, maybe see a Jazz game and get a good nights sleep.

Day 2 – Drive to Moab: From Salt Lake City, we will proceed south on I-15 to U.S. 6 southbound. The Rocky Mountains to our east have some of the greatest skiing in the U.S.  We will pass through Pleasant Grove where I grew up and you will see Utah Lake on the west.  We will be going up Spanish Fork Canyon and down Price Canyon connecting with U.S. 191 to Moab, Utah. Drive time is a little over four hours.  We will be staying in Moab for 3 nights.

Day 3 – Arches National Park: The park is located six miles North of Moab and is 119 square miles in size.  Arches National Park preserves over 2,000 natural sandstone arches, including the world-famous Delicate Arch. 
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Day 4 – Canyonlands National Park:  The most popular entrance to Canyonlands National Park is located about 35 miles northwest of Moab and the park covers 527 square miles.  The canyons are carved into the Colorado Plateau by the Colorado River and Green River.  The area is partitioned into three major districts: Island in the Sky and Horseshoe Canyon to the north; The Needles to the Southeast; the Maze to the West.
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Day 5 – Capitol Reef National Park:  We will get up early, eat breakfast and drive from Moab to Torrey, Utah, which is about eight miles west of the Capitol Reef National park.  Torrey is a very small town but has several motels and restaurants.  Capitol Reef is about 100 miles long but fairly narrow.  The park preserves many colorful canyons, ridges, buttes, and monoliths.  Erosion has carved this wilderness of rock into marvelous shapes that have descriptive names such as Capitol Dome, Hickman Bridge, Grand Wash and Cathedral Valley.
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Day 6 – Drive to Kanab, Utah:  You will enjoy the great scenery on the way. Kanab has a population of about 3,560 and is famous as a filming location for western movies.  It is situated centrally between Bryce Canyon, the Grand Canyon (North Rim), and Zion National Park.  
Day 7 – Bryce Canyon National Park:  Bryce Canyon is the most remote and has the highest elevation of all the parks at about 9,000 feet.  We will be viewing thousands of delicate spires, pinnacles, and mazes carved out of brilliant pink cliffs by geologic movement and millions of years of wind and water erosion.  Despite its name, this is not actually a canyon, but rather a giant natural amphitheater.  Ebenezer Bryce, the "discoverer" of the canyon is said to have described it as "a helluva place to lose a cow."     
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Day 8 – The Grand Canyon National Park:  This is probably the most famous and one of the oldest U.S. national parks.  Within the park lies the Grand Canyon, a gorge of the Colorado River, considered to be one of the major natural wonders of the world. The park covers 1,902 square miles.  Most of the Grand Canyon is extremely rugged and remote and is only accessible by pack trail.
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Day 9 – Zion National Park: Zion National Park is Utah's oldest and most popular national park. The most prominent feature in the 229 square mile park is Zion Canyon that features soaring towers and monoliths. The Virgin River has gnawed through native sandstone to create the incredible scenery found in Zion Canyon.  
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Day 10 – St. George: After visiting all of these national parks and driving all over southern Utah for 10 days, we need a break to play a little golf and rest up for the drive back to Salt Lake City.  St. George is the biggest city in southern Utah with about 65,000 people and is a very popular resort city.

Day 11 – Drive to Salt Lake City International Airport:  This is a five hour drive straight up I-15 all the way to Salt Lake.  It has been an exciting trip and we have a lot of pictures and memories to share with friends and family.  When we get back to Hawaii, we will need a vacation to rest up!

  Bigdrifter44@Gmail.com[image: image16.png]


[image: image17][image: image18][image: image19]
