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Back in the spring of 1958, I was a senior in high school looking forward to graduation and to whatever was going to happen after that in my life. About this time, I had made the decision to attend college at the University of Utah on a partial athletic (basketball) scholarship. I turned down three other full scholarships at Snow Junior College (Ephraim, UT), Carbon Junior College (Price, UT) and Mesa Junior College (Grand Junction, CO). I picked the University of Utah because I liked the freshman coach Ladell Anderson who went on to coach at Utah State University, the Utah Jazz and BYU.  He was a great coach and a good person.
The Utah coaching staff helped me get a summer job after high school.  The job was with a diamond core drilling company and the location of the job was in the mountains above Wallace, Idaho.  I remember this well because the company wanted me to drive the truck, with the drilling rig on the back, up to Wallace from Salt Lake City by myself.  This was the first time (and the last) I ever drove a big truck and it was quite an experience.  I managed to make it to Wallace okay where I met my boss for the summer - the driller. We stayed at a motel in a small town near Wallace.  The driller was a nice man and I had an enjoyable summer helping him drill for silver, gold, and other ores.  We were close to Canada and this is a pretty area with lots of mountains and pine trees.
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The historic mining town of Wallace (population 960) is located in northern Idaho’s beautiful Silver Valley.  The town has long been famous as the "Silver Capital of the World" with 1.2 billion ounces of silver produced in Shoshone County since 1884.
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	In this part of the country, there are a lot more bears than there are people.
	One of the several silver mines still operational near Wallace.
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	Being inside of a silver mine is a little spooky – I don’t like caves or mines.
	This is what the silver rock (ore) looks like when it comes out of the mine.


Now days, the area around Wallace is a full-season mountain recreation paradise. In the winter, there is skiing, snowboarding, snowshoeing and snowmobiling. River and lake fishing, mountain biking and climbing, river rafting and kayaking, golf, hiking, backpacking, and camping are popular outdoor activities from spring to fall. For hunters, there is bow, rifle and muzzleloader hunting for deer and elk every fall. And if all this is not enough, you can travel a short distance and visit the beautiful lake and city of Coeur d’Alene, the largest city in northern Idaho with a population of about 42,000 people.  This area has been called “a little slice of Heaven” and one of the most fascinating places to visit in the world. I’m going to have to agree with this assessment.
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There is great fishing on the Kootenai River
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Lookout Pass and Silver Mountain are the favorite snowboarding and skiing resorts in the Wallace area.
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	With ten tunnels and seven high trestles, the 15-mile Hiawatha Trail on the old Milwaukee Railroad Bed is one of the premier mountain bike trails in the United States. The route crosses the rugged Bitterroot Mountains between Idaho and Montana. The Hiawatha route has some of the most breathtaking scenery there is to see in the world.   


Northern Idaho is also one of the few places in the United States where you can hunt bears and lions.  Yes, if you are brave, have a big gun, and are lucky enough to get a license, you can hunt black bears and mountain lions.  Both bears and lions will try to avoid humans as much as possible. For the three months we worked 10 miles up in the mountains, we never had a bear or a lion come near our drilling rig while we were working.  It made too much noise!  We never did see a mountain lion but did see several bears as we drove to and from the drilling site - mostly by one of the rivers getting a drink. Up there in the middle of nowhere, we worried more about unwanted human visitors.  We were told by the drilling company to give one warning and then to start shooting if anyone come near our drilling rig. Here is my advice to anyone who is unlucky enough to run into a bear while hiking in the woods: First of all, you must realize that you cannot out run a bear and climbing a tree is a bad idea since bears can climb trees better than you. Just stop still and hold your hands over your head and say “Hello Mr. Bear, I did not mean to disturb you. I will leave your territory now and you can stay in peace.” Then back away slowly.  If that doesn’t work, drop to the ground, cover your head and play dead until the bear goes away.  
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	Brown Bear
	Black Bears
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	Elk
	Mountain Lion


The town of Wallace is unique for the fact that every downtown building is on the National Register of Historic Places. For this reason, the government finally had to go over and around Wallace instead of through it in order to complete the Interstate Highway system in 1991. Every building is occupied and there are no fast food places like MacDonald’s or Burger King in the downtown area. See pictures of the town at the top of this column and below.
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	Most of the structures in the town of Wallace were destroyed by the Great Fire of 1910 that burned over 3,000,000 acres in Washington, Idaho, and Montana.

That is the danger when a town is located in the middle of the forest. Regardless, the town of Wallace was re-built and was better than ever.  


While I was living and working on the outskirts of Wallace, I learned some other interesting things. Since we worked six days a week and only had Sundays off, our only night out was Saturday.  Back then, Wallace had four bars and we picked the one right across the street from the Police Station. The Lucky Bar was in the basement of a business and it had a pool table and some great country music. Yes, it was my kind of place.  I made some friends and didn’t have to depend on the driller for transportation in my off time. On my second or third visit to the bar, I found out that there were five brothels operating on the main street of Wallace. One of them was right across the street on the second floor above the Police Station.

Back in the early 1900’s when silver mining in northern Idaho was at its peak, men outnumbered women by about 200 to 1.  There was a need and some enterprising ladies setup shop in Wallace (with full support of the town government) to fill this demand. It was a sad day in 1988 when the feds come to Wallace and raided and closed down all of the remaining brothels. The only remaining evidence of these brothels is the Oasis Bordello Museum (see picture above – top middle) in downtown Wallace.

I think they should legalize brothels nation-wide. It should be controlled by the state or city where brothels are needed.  Currently, the only state with legal brothels is Nevada.  It is a proven fact that in places with controlled brothels, the cases of AIDS and VD are almost non-existent. It doesn’t take a genius to know that making prostitution illegal will not make it go away.  They don’t call it the “world oldest profession” for nothing.  So, where do you think the ladies in Wallace went after the feds closed down the brothels? They purchased RVs and trailers and setup shop up in the hills a little closer to the mines.

Wallace and northern Idaho is a beautiful part of the country and I’m glad that I had a chance to experience a little slice of Heaven.
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