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The Apostle Peter 



Overview 

The book of 1 Peter is a letter of encouragement written by the Apostle Peter to 

Christians experiencing persecution in various parts of Asia Minor. It 

emphasizes their new identity as chosen people, emphasizes the hope in Christ's 

resurrection, and calls for holy living and mutual love. The letter encourages 

perseverance in suffering, reminding believers that their trials are a part of 

God's plan and a testament to their faith.  

 

Key Themes and Purpose: 

Encouragement in Suffering: 

1 Peter addresses the practical challenges of Christians facing persecution and 

hardship, offering hope and reassurance.  

 

New Identity in Christ: 

Peter highlights the believers' new identity as chosen people, part of a holy 

nation, and a royal priesthood.  

 

Holy Living and Love: 

The letter encourages Christians to live holy lives, demonstrating their faith 

through their actions and showing love to one another, even in difficult 

circumstances.  

 

Perseverance and Hope: 

1 Peter emphasizes the importance of enduring suffering with steadfastness, 

trusting in God's grace and the promise of future glory.  

 

Example of Christ: 

The letter uses the suffering and resurrection of Jesus as an example for 

believers, demonstrating that suffering can lead to glory.  

 

Key Passages: 

1 Peter 1:3-5: 

This passage describes God's blessings upon believers and their inheritance of 

eternal life.  

 

1 Peter 2:9-10: 

This passage emphasizes the believers' new identity as a chosen people, a holy 

nation, and a royal priesthood.  

 

 



1 Peter 2:24: 

This passage highlights Jesus' sacrifice for believers' sins and the promise of 

righteousness.  

 

1 Peter 5:8-9: 

This passage encourages believers to be alert and sober-minded, resisting the 

devil's temptations.  

 

Who it was Written To: 

1 Peter was written to the "elect exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, 

Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia". These were Christians scattered throughout 

Roman provinces in Asia Minor.  

 

In essence, 1 Peter is a call to persevere in faith amidst suffering, live a holy life, 

and trust in God's promises of future glory. 

 

Who Wrote the Book of 1 Peter? 

The letter of 1 Peter opens with an attribution of authorship to Peter, one of the 

original twelve disciples of Jesus Christ. Some scholars, like those in Currents 

in Biblical Research, believe Sylvanus, mentioned in v. 5:12, may have helped 

Peter construct and deliver the letter. In the Gospels, it is accounted that Peter 

(originally named Simon) was a fisherman. Peter’s brother, Andrew, a 

fisherman, was also called by Jesus to be a disciple. Jesus notably said to Peter 

and Andrew, “Come, follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men” (Matthew 

4:19). 

 

We know from the Gospel accounts that Peter was married, and one of the 

many people Jesus healed during His ministry was Peter’s mother-in-law. Peter 

was the disciple that denied Jesus three times following His arrest in 

Gethsemane, just as Jesus had predicted would happen in Matthew 26:33-35. 

Peter is considered to have been among the inner circle of Jesus’ disciples, 

witnessed the transfiguration and was the disciple who walked on water. Peter 

is believed to have died a martyr’s death by crucifixion in Rome. 

 

When was 1 Peter written? 

1 Peter was likely written sometime between the mid-60s and 70s AD, 

approximately 35 years after Jesus’ ministry, death, and resurrection 

 

 

 



What Can We Learn from 1 Peter for Today? 

1 Peter addresses the final days of humankind, when Jesus will return. Peter 

wrote that Christ’s incarnation, death and resurrection marked the beginning 

of the end of ages. No exact date or timeline is given in 1 Peter regarding when 

the final day will come, but the letter makes it clear that the final days have 

begun. We should live each day ready for Christ’s return. This is likely why 

Peter went out of his way to motivate believers to live pure and holy lives, so we 

will be ready for Jesus’ return, basking in the joy of our salvation. 

 

 

 

 
 

Overview 

The Book of 2 Peter is a letter urging Christians to grow in their faith, warns 

against false teachers, and emphasizes the certainty of Christ's return and the 

coming judgment. Peter challenges readers to develop godliness and warns of 

the danger of false teachings that distort the true nature of God and Jesus. 

Ultimately, the book encourages believers to live holy lives in anticipation of 

Christ's return and the Day of the Lord.  

 

Key Themes: 

Spiritual Growth: 

Peter emphasizes the importance of ongoing spiritual development, urging 

believers to "grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ" (2 Peter 3:18).  



False Teachers: 

The letter strongly warns against false teachers who distort the truth, lead 

people astray, and spread immoral behavior.  

 

Certainty of Christ's Return: 

Peter affirms the certainty of Christ's return and the coming judgment, urging 

believers to live holy lives in anticipation of this event.  

 

Living Godly Lives: 

The book encourages believers to live holy and godly lives, resisting the 

temptations of sin and living in accordance with the teachings of Christ.  

 

Historical Context: 

2 Peter was likely written in the mid-to-late first century, during a time of 

growing persecution against Christians under Roman rule. 

 

The letter reflects the challenges faced by early Christians, including false 

teachings and moral decay within the church. 

 

Peter's letter aimed to strengthen believers and encourage them to resist the 

influences of false teachers. 

 

Key Verses 

Chapter 1 

2 Peter 1:5-7  

Yes, and for this very cause adding on your part all diligence, in your faith 

supply moral excellence; and in moral excellence, knowledge; and in 

knowledge, self-control; and in self-control, perseverance; and in perseverance, 

godliness; and in godliness, brotherly affection; and in brotherly affection, love. 

 

2 Peter 1:20-21  

Knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of private interpretation. 

For no prophecy ever came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke, 

being moved by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Chapter 2 

2 Peter 2:19  

Promising them liberty, while they themselves are bondservants of corruption; 

for a man is brought into bondage by whoever overcomes him. 

 



Chapter 3 

2 Peter 3:8  

But don’t forget this one thing, beloved, that one day is with the Lord as a 

thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 

 

2 Peter 3:9  

The Lord is not slow concerning his promise, as some count slowness; but he is 

patient with us, not wishing that anyone should perish, but that all should come 

to repentance. 

 

2 Peter 3:10  

But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens 

will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fervent 

heat; and the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 

 

The Books of 1 and 2 Peter Key Lessons 

The Books of 1 and 2 Peter offer several key lessons, primarily focusing on 

perseverance in faith, enduring suffering, and living holy lives despite 

adversity. They also emphasize the importance of humility, recognizing God's 

grace and forgiveness, and the hope of a future inheritance in heaven. 
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