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Summary 

The Book of Romans is a letter written by the Apostle Paul to the churches in 

Rome that summarizes the Christian doctrine and explains how people can be 

saved from sin. 
  
Sinfulness of humanity 

Paul begins by discussing how all people are condemned due to their rebellion 

against God.  
 

Justification by faith 

Paul explains that God offers justification by faith in Jesus Christ, which results 

in redemption and salvation.  
 

Righteousness 

Paul's main theme is righteousness, and he argues that people should rearrange 

their lives to put righteousness before sin.  

 

New covenant family 

Paul focuses on how Jesus forms a new covenant family, and how believers 

should continue to pursue God and be sanctified.  

 

God's saving work 

Paul explains that God's saving work is available to all people through faith in 

Jesus.  



Grace of God 

Paul emphasizes that God's grace is what makes redemption possible, and that 

people should pursue Jesus Christ in response.  
 

The book of Romans is divided into four main parts: 

Chapters 1-4: Introduces the need for human rescue 

Chapters 5-8: Focuses on how Jesus forms a new covenant family 

Chapters 9-11: Describes how God will not give up on his covenant people 

Chapters 12-16: Discusses how love heals and unifies Jesus' family 
 

 
 

 
 



Book of Romans Summary by Chapter 
 

Chapter 1: Introduction and Paul’s Calling 

Paul begins his letter to the Roman church by introducing himself as an apostle 

called by God to preach the gospel to the Gentiles. He expresses his eagerness 

to visit Rome and share his message. He then delves into the universal problem 

of human sinfulness, highlighting the wrath of God upon all who are ungodly 

and unrighteous. 
 

 
 

Chapter 2: Judgment and Hypocrisy 

While acknowledging the condemnation of the Gentiles, Paul warns that Jews 

are not exempt from God’s judgment. He exposes hypocrisy among those who 

claim to follow the Law but do not consistently live by it. He emphasizes that 

outward actions alone do not determine righteousness, but a genuine change of 

heart and faith in God are crucial. 

 

Chapter 3: All Fall Short and Justified by 

Faith 

Paul further establishes the universality of sin, 

stating that all, both Jews and Gentiles, have 

fallen short of God’s glory. He argues that no 

one can be declared righteous by their own 

works or observance of the Law. Instead, 

justification (being declared righteous by God) 

comes through faith in Jesus Christ, available 

to all who believe. 

 



Chapter 4: Abraham as an Example of Faith 

Paul uses Abraham as an example to illustrate justification by faith. He argues 

that Abraham was not declared righteous by his works, such as circumcision, 

but through his faith in God’s promise, even before the receiving of any physical 

sign. This emphasizes that faith, not works, is the key to receiving God’s 

righteousness. 

 

Chapter 5: Peace with God and the Power of the Holy Spirit 

Having been justified by faith, Paul describes the resulting benefits such as 

peace with God, access to God’s grace, and the hope of glory. He explains how 

suffering in this life can produce perseverance, character, and ultimately hope, 

through the power of the Holy Spirit dwelling within believers. 
 

 
 

Chapter 6: Dead to Sin, Alive in Christ 

Paul addresses the concern of some believers who might view God’s grace as a 

license to sin. He clarifies that, through baptism into Christ’s death and 

resurrection, believers are dead to sin and alive to God. They are no longer 

slaves to sin but free to live in obedience to God. 

 

Chapter 7: The Struggle Between Law and Sin 

Using an analogy of the law and marriage, Paul describes the struggle between 

the desires of the flesh and the demands of the Law. He acknowledges the 

limitations of the Law in providing freedom from sin and highlights the need 

for the Holy Spirit’s power to empower believers to live righteously. 

 

Chapter 8: Freedom in Christ and the Hope of Glory 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, Paul assures believers that they are free 

from condemnation and empowered to live according to the Spirit, not the flesh. 



He describes the present suffering as insignificant compared to the future glory 

that awaits those who are children of God. This chapter ends with a powerful 

declaration of God’s unfailing love and his ultimate purpose for those who love 

him. 
 

Chapter 9: Israel’s Rejection and God’s Sovereignty 

Paul addresses the question of Israel’s rejection of the gospel despite God’s 

promises to them. He emphasizes God’s sovereign right to choose and work 

through whomever he desires, using examples from the Old Testament. He 

clarifies that election is not based on human merit but on God’s purpose and 

mercy. 
 

Chapter 10: Israel’s Stumbling and the 

Righteousness of Faith 

Paul further explains the reasons behind 

Israel’s rejection of the gospel. He identifies 

their reliance on their own righteousness 

through works and their failure to grasp 

God’s righteousness obtained through faith 

in Jesus Christ. He encourages both Jews 

and Gentiles to embrace faith in Christ as 

the only way to salvation. 
 

 

Chapter 11: God’s Mercy on Israel and the Gentiles 

Paul expresses hope for the future restoration of Israel, emphasizing God’s 

faithfulness and his ongoing plan for his chosen people. He encourages the 

Gentile believers not to boast over the temporary exclusion of Israel but to see 

it as an opportunity for them to come to faith. 
 

 
 



Chapter 12: Living Sacrifices and 

Spiritual Gifts 

Moving into practical application, Paul 

calls believers to offer themselves as 

living sacrifices to God, transformed by 

the renewing of their minds. He 

emphasizes the importance of humility, 

recognizing one’s gifts within the body of 

Christ, and using them to serve others 

for the benefit of the entire community. 

 
 

Chapter 13: Submission to Authorities and Loving Our Neighbors 

Paul instructs believers on their responsibilities towards governing authorities, 

urging them to submit and obey the law. He emphasizes fulfilling one’s 

obligations and living a life above reproach, demonstrating the transformative 

power of the gospel. He teaches the importance of loving others, fulfilling the 

law, and living in light of Christ’s return. 
 

 
 

Chapter 14: Accepting One Another in Love and Dealing with Differences 

Addressing potential divisions within the Roman church, Paul encourages 

acceptance and tolerance among believers with differing convictions, especially 

regarding food and observance of certain days. He emphasizes love as the 

ultimate principle, urging believers not to judge or cause others to stumble in 

their faith. 

 



 

 

Chapter 15: Encouragement for Unity and 

Paul’s Ministry Plans 

Paul encourages the Roman believers to live 

in harmony and mutual understanding with 

one another in love. He shares his future 

ministry plans, expressing his desire to visit 

Rome and eventually travel to Spain. He 

requests their prayers for the success of his 

mission. 

 
 

 

Chapter 16: Personal Greetings and Concluding Remarks 

Paul concludes his letter by sending greetings to various individuals within the 

Roman church community. He commends Phoebe, a fellow believer entrusted 

with delivering the letter and offers final instructions and warnings regarding 

false teachers and divisive behavior. He concludes with a doxology, praising 

God for his wisdom and power. 
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