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A Challenge to Repent 

The book begins with Zechariah’s challenge to his generation to turn back to 

God and not act like their ancestors who rebelled and refused to listen to the 

earlier prophets. That rebellion is what landed them in exile. The people’s 

response to Zechariah was ideal, as they repented and humbled themselves 

before God—or so it seemed. 
 

The enthusiasm of the Jews returning to Judah from their exile in Babylon was 

soon dampened by discouragement as they faced the pile of rubble which was 

all that remained of the Temple and the devastated land surrounding it. 

According to Ezra (5:1; 6:14), both Haggai and Zechariah prophesied about 

520-516 B.C.E. With a series of visions and oracles Zechariah assures 

Zerubbabel, the governor, and Joshua, the high priest, that together they will 

finish rebuilding the Temple, which they did accomplish. 

 

The prophet Zechariah wrote chapters 1-8 approximately in 520-518 B.C. 

(Before the temple was completed), and then wrote chapters 9-14 



approximately 480 B.C. (After the temple is completed). The purpose of this 

book is that Zechariah wrote to encourage the remnant, who had recently 

returned from exile. Their faith in God was weak and they were not motivated 

to build the temple. They needed to learn and conform to the law of God again. 
 

In chapters 1-8, Zechariah recorded his visions, encouraged the people to 

reinstate the priesthood, and other religious laws that were forgotten during 

the 70-year exile. Zechariah gives great hope and encouragement about the 

coming Messiah Jesus Christ, who will set up His throne and rule as the mighty 

Branch, the High Priest, who will offer up the perfect sacrifice for the sins of 

the world. “Then say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, “Behold, a man 

whose name is Branch, for He will branch out from where He is; and He will 

build the temple of the LORD. “Yes, it is He who will build the temple of the 

LORD, and He who will bear the honor and sit and rule on His throne. Thus, 

He will be a priest on His throne, and the counsel of peace will be between the 

two offices” (6:12-13). 
 

Chapters 9-14 are difficult passages to understand, many are prophetic and 

apocalyptic. Zechariah writes judgment against the neighboring enemies. Most 

importantly he declared the first coming of the Messiah who would be mounted 

on a donkey (9:9), His betrayal (11:12), and His crucifixion (12:10). Finally, he 

writes about the Second Coming of Jesus Christ descending from heaven the 

same way He had left in Acts 1:11, in the clouds. “In that day His feet will stand 

on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the 

Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large 

valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other 

half toward the south” (14:4) 
 

 



 

 
 

Book of Malachi 
 

 
 

 



Malachi was a mostly anonymous prophet whose ministry occurred in 

Jerusalem during the era of Nehemiah and Ezra. Although he spoke primarily 

to a specific time and place in history, Malachi also prophesied of the messianic 

“forerunner” who would announce the appearance of Christ more than 400 

years after his lifetime. 

 

In the entire Bible, the prophet Malachi is mentioned by name only once: in the 

first line of the slim Old Testament book that bears his name (Malachi 1:1). 

 

In spite of this, his words are either quoted directly, or alluded to, at least 15 

times in our New Testament. Even Jesus himself quoted Malachi’s prophecy 

when telling a crowd about the place of John the Baptist in heavenly history 

(Matthew 11:7-15). 

 

So, who was this nearly anonymous prophet? When did he live? And what were 

his messages? Let’s find out. 

 

The Hebrew Meaning of Malachi 

“The oracle of the word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi …” (Malachi 1:1) 

 

So begins the last book of our Old Testament. In that verse we have the only 

indication of the person who actually wrote this prophetic message to the people 

of Israel. What’s interesting is that the name “Malachi” likely isn’t really a 

name as we might assume it to be. 

 

Malachi is a Hebrew term that means “my messenger,” which is an oddly self-

referential designation for one who claims to speak an oracle of God. That, 

along with its isolated use in Malachi 1:1, has led some to believe that it refers 

to a priestly title rather than to a given name. The Septuagint— a Greek 

translation of the Old Testament made a few hundred years before Christ—

lends credence to this idea. That ancient text renders the name in Malachi 1:1 

as simply “his messenger.” 

 

The Book of Malachi Summary 

 

(Starts on next page) 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



The most popular Bible verses from Malachi 

Malachi 3:10 

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there 

may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the 

LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the 

floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing 

that there will not be room enough to store it.  

 

Malachi 3:6 

"I the LORD do not change. So you, the descendants 

of Jacob, are not destroyed."   

 

Malachi 3:1 

"I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way 

before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking 

will come to his temple; the messenger of the 

covenant, whom you desire, will come," says the 

LORD Almighty.   

 

Malachi 3:4 

And the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be 

acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone by, as in 

former years.   

 

Malachi 3:8 

"Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. "But 

you ask, 'How are we robbing you?' "In tithes and 

offerings."   

 

https://www.topverses.com/Bible/Malachi/3/10
https://www.topverses.com/Bible/Malachi/3/6
https://www.topverses.com/Bible/Malachi/3/1
https://www.topverses.com/Bible/Malachi/3/4
https://www.topverses.com/Bible/Malachi/3/8


Malachi 4:5 

"See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that 

great and dreadful day of the LORD comes."   

 

Malachi 4:1 

"Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. 

All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, 

and the day that is coming will set them on fire," says 

the LORD Almighty. "Not a root or a branch will be 

left to them."   

 

Malachi 2:3 

"Because of you I will rebuke your descendants; I will 

smear on your faces the dung from your festival 

sacrifices, and you will be carried off with it."   
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